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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 
Thursday, August 30, 2018 
Present:  Jean Aloia, Bob Andruszkiewicz, Marjorie Bunce, Mary Carlson, Carol Craig (facilitator), Jodi Emerson, 
Pat Everhart, Jan Frase, Dale and Chuck Gable, Bonnie Golden, Barb Gosch, Bobbi Green, Ann Heywood, Gloria 
Hochstein, Sharon Hydo, Linda Lodolce, Bob Matthews, Ann McKinley, Linda Norton, Mike O’Brien, Judy & Paul 
Rosenau, Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, Robert L. Caribou Schwaderer, Maureen Slauson, Jeff Smith, 
Mark Strack, Kathy Tuttle, Deb Wagner, Charlie Warner, Eleanor Wolf 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch- featuring Tony Evers-Candidate for WI Governor: 
Thursday, September 6, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Dems Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Join a lively conversation about upcoming elections and other current events -- share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Note:  We have a flat-screen TV and laptop available in the Resource Center for anyone who wishes to show a 
website or online resources to the Klatch group. 
Meeting: Community Coalition for Non-Violence:  Monday, Sept. 10, 1 p.m.; 2516 E. Princeton Ave., Eau Claire 
(home of Lou and Jan Frase).  Join forces with others in this local non-political group focusing on addressing the 
culture of violence in our society with specific local actions.  In a recent City-County Health Department survey, 
participants rated violence prevention as one of the greatest health concerns.  A “Community Day of Non-
Violence” is one of the actions being planned to raise awareness. 
“Who Will Care for You? A Crisis in Care”—Thursday, Sept. 20, 5:30 – 8 p.m.; The Eagles Club – Banquet Hall, 
2588 Hallie Rd., Chippewa Falls.  Free.  Who will be there to care for you, or those you care about, when help is 
needed?  Sadly, this is a daily challenge for many in our community, now reaching critical shortage levels.  Join in 
this community conversation to understand the issues and identify a better path for long-term support services 
for the disable or aged.  Two expert speakers will provide a background on the related issues, followed by a 
discussion of potential solutions. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Yard Signs:  Contact the Resource Center to get yard signs for candidates.  Some are available now in the office, 
and others will be in very soon. 
Annual Thrift Sale:  Sign-up sheets are available for helping at the annual thrift sale and fund raiser on 
September 8.  Help is needed on Friday for set-up and for the sale on Saturday.  Online signup: 
http://eauclairedemocrats.org/thrift-sale/ 
Front Desk Workers needed:  People are needed to staff the front desk at the Resource Center.  The hours are 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Training is provided.  Please contact the Resource Center if you’re 
interested: 715-852-0330.  This is an easy way to help our party! 
Membership is now Online!  To join the Eau Claire County Democratic Party or to renew your membership, click 
here or go to the website membership page and click away!    
Make a donation online! Want to support the Dem Resource Center and help candidates out? You can now 
make donations online.  It’s easy – just click here.  
RECOMMENDED READING 
The Fall of Wisconsin: The Conservative Conquest of a Progressive Bastion and the Future of American Politics 
(2018) by Dan Kaufman, a Wisconsin native – This book is a deeply reported, searing account of how the state’s 
progressive tradition was undone and turned into a model for national conservatives bent on remaking the 
country.  The author tracks the efforts of Wisconsin’s progressive leaders of the past and how the current 
governor has decimated it in eight years.  Kaufman also chronicles the remarkable efforts of citizens who are 
fighting to reclaim Wisconsin’s progressive legacy against tremendous odds. 
“Why Education May Be the Issue That Breaks Republicans’ Decade-Long Grip on Wisconsin” – August 15, 2018 
article, also by Dan Kaufman, in the New Yorker.  
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https://www.newyorker.com/news/dispatch/why-education-may-be-the-issue-that-breaks-republicans-decade-
long-grip-on-wisconsin  
 
DISCUSSION 
National News 
Gerrymandering Cases – A panel of three federal judges just ruled that North Carolina’s congressional district 
map is unconstitutional, unfairly gerrymandered to favor Republican candidates.  For Wisconsin to undo the 
gerrymandered legislative district maps (that taxpayers paid $400,000 to a law firm to do), Democrats need to 
win a majority in the Senate and the Governor’s office. 
 
State Elections & Campaigns 
Truth (NOT!) in Advertising – Concern was raised about the recent attack ad against Tony Evers, financed by the 
The Wisconsin Manufacturers and Commerce (WMC) and aired on WPR.  The ad references a 2014 story written 
by the Wisconsin Reporter.  The Wisconsin Reporter is a conservative wire service product of the Franklin Center 
for Government and Public Integrity, which is a member of corporate bill mill, ALEC (American Legislative 
Exchange Council) and linked to the Koch brothers.  The ad accuses Evers of spending money on raises for his 
staff instead of teachers, even though the law does not allow Evers as state superintendent to redirect money 
earmarked for staff salaries for other purposes such as teacher raises.  The truth is, Evers could not have given 
the money to teachers even if he had wanted to.  Money for schools is a separately appropriated item from the 
state Legislature, just like salaries for education department workers.  Evers’ requests for additional funding for 
schools, which could be used to pay teachers higher salaries, have been rebuffed by the Legislature. 
What strategies can be employed to counter misleading ads?  Beyond letters-to-the editor, getting the 
complete, true story out quickly through social media is another route.  Members are encouraged to “Like” 
county Democratic party FaceBook pages and share posted rebuttals.  Also, continue to put pressure on media 
stations that air these ads.  
 
Charlie Warner - State Assembly – Charlie presented a description of the 93rd Assembly District, its 
boundaries, demographics, most populous cities, etc.  This is one of the most gerrymandered districts in the 
state.  Assembly District 93 map:  
http://legis.wisconsin.gov/ltsb/gisdocs/AssemblyMaps/ASM_93_Poster_Map.pdf  
Acknowledging she is facing a popular incumbent, Warren Petryk, Charlie gave an engaging description of her 
background and personal experience, a convincing picture of a woman who has faced and conquered many 
challenges and has the talent and grit to win this election.  She has been campaigning at fairs and participating in 
parades this summer, as well as knocking on doors.  Here are a few ways you can support her campaign: 

• Help with getting signs out, especially along state highways. 
• Help gather photos of roads in the district that have been converted to gravel. 
• Help with canvassing, especially in the towns of Washington and Pleasant Valley. 
• Bring in post cards or heavy construction paper (and stamps) for “Post Card Parties” – simple hand-

written “Vote for Charlie” notes to voters. 
• Reach out to friends, relatives, co-workers in the 93rd,  -- Prescott, Durand, Ellsworth, Stockholm, Bay 

City, Maiden Rock – remind them to vote and mark their ballots for Charlie Warner 
• And, of course, contribute $$$:  www.warnerforassembly.com ;  Phone:  715-495-2368 

 
Local Activism 
Eau Claire County Temporary Moratorium on CAFOs 
Citizen support is needed to pass an ordinance in Eau Claire County imposing a temporary moratorium on the 
expansion and creation of large-scale livestock facilities pending a 12-month study.  This proposal will be 
considered at the next meeting of the Committee on Planning and Development: 
TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 11, at 7 PM in ROOM 1277 of the COUNTY COURTHOUSE at 721 OXFORD AVE. 
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Citizens can contact committee members in advance of the meeting or make a 3-minute statement during the 
public comment period at the beginning of the meeting.  Members of the committee are: 
Gary Gibson, Chair, Robin Leary, Vice Chair, Nancy Coffey, Jim Dunning, and Joe Knight.  Contact info for 
supervisors can be found at: https://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/government/county-board/district-
representatives   
 
The purpose of a moratorium is to allow the county to investigate the impacts of large-scale livestock (e.g., 
cattle, hogs, chickens) facilities on groundwater, surface water and air quality.  A large facility would be one 
which houses 1,000 animal units or more where the livestock are confined, maintained, or stabled for a total of 
45 days or more in any 12-month period.  A moratorium would give county staff and citizens an opportunity to 
gather information about what is happening in other counties and states, and to review current regulations and 
enforcement.  Key concerns about large operations include the massive amount of manure produced and where 
it is spread, as well as the huge amount of water needed for operations.  One large operation can produce waste 
the equivalent of a city of over a million people.  These operations, however, are not required to have waste-
treatment plants like cities.  Other counties have found that there is no accountability or enforcement of the 
operations’ nutrient management plans.  There is only one CAFO (Confined Animal Feeding Operation) in Eau 
Claire County thus far, but there is another close by in Dunn County.  These corporate operations tend to look 
for land in townships with no or little zoning to regulate such large facilities.   
Related article:  A view of what is happening to farming in western Minnesota was published recently: 
http://www.leadertelegram.com/News/Front-Page/2018/09/03/div-class-libPageBodyLinebreak-Bullish-on-Big-
Dairy-div.html 
 
Support for Immigrant Children in Detention Centers 
Linda Norton will be helping to coordinate a local project to mail postcards to children in the detention centers.  
In either English or Spanish, a few words of encouragement lets them know others are thinking of them. 
If you want to download and print the pre-designed cards yourself, go to the website below to get directions 
and for the address to send the cards. 
https://raisingourvoices.today/2018/07/03/cardsforkids/#more-209 
 

 


