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Calendar of Events  

    Democratic Party General Meeting 
 

Our Annual Holiday Party Potluck will be held on 
Wednesday, December 19, at 6 p.m. See details below. 
 

General Party Meetings are open to the public. 
Only members may vote. OFFICE HOURS: The Democratic Resource Center 

is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
The office will be closed when the Eau Claire Area 
Schools are closed due to inclement weather. 

The Mission of the Eau Claire Democratic Party is to promote democratic and progressive principles 
 and to elect Democratic and progressive candidates—from town halls to the White House. 

Democratic Party Resource Center 
440 Broadway St., Eau Claire WI 54703 

Phone: 715-852-0330 
Email: ecdems@eauclairedemocrats.com 

the pulse of the party 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
Keep up with the latest information about Democrats, and 
pass it on to all your friends and family who are interested! 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EauClaireCountyDems/ 
Website: http://www.eauclairedemocrats.org/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ec_democrats 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY POTLUCK 
 
Be sure to join us for our Annual Holiday Party Potluck on Wednesday, December 19, 2018, at 6:00 p.m. This year the 
party will be held at the Unitarian Universalist Congregation, 421 South Farwell Street, Eau Claire. In addition to 
delicious food and socializing, incoming and outgoing elected officials will also be joining us. 
 
We will also be electing our executive committee officers. These positions include Chair, two Vice Chairs, Treasurer and 
Secretary. Currently the following candidates have declared: Beverly Wickstrom (chair), Gloria Hochstein and Rollie 
Hicks (vice chairs), Glen Reynolds (treasurer), and Brenda Stanley (secretary). Janet Loomis, our secretary for the last 
18 years, will not be running for re-election. We thank her for her had work and many years of service. All members are 
eligible to run of any of these positions. Those elected will serve two-year terms. Per our Eau Claire County Democrats 
constitution, these are the duties associated with each position: 
 

• Chair: preside at all meetings, enforce the observance of the Constitution, decide all questions of order, 
offer for consideration all motions regularly made, call all meetings, appoint committees not otherwise 
provided for, perform other duties the office may require. 

• Vice Chair: act as chair in case the chair resigns or is absent, fulfill the unexpired term of the chair if the 
chair resigns. 

• Secretary: keep record of all the proceedings of meetings, keep record of all motions, have charge of all 
books, documents and papers belonging to the organization, notify members of the date, time, location 
and nature of meetings. 

• Treasurer: receive all money belonging to the party, keep an account of all dues and receipts and 
expenditures, deposit money in the bank, issue checks in conjunction with the chair or vice chair, report on 
the state of the party’s finances at each meeting of the executive committee and the general membership. 

 
If you are interested in running for or would like any more information on any of these positions, contact Beverly at 
wickstrom@gcwlawyers.com. 
 
This is always a wonderful evening of camaraderie, food and conversation.  So be sure to make plans to attend! 

To view the complete calendar of events for the Eau 
Claire County Democratic Party, go to our website:  
http://eauclairedemocrats.org/events/?view=calendar
&month=December-2018. 
 
Coffee Klatch meets every Thursday from 10 am to 
noon at the Democratic Resource Center. 

NOTE: The Resource Center will close for the 
holiday break starting Thursday December 20th 
and will reopen on Wednesday, January 2, 2019. 
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COFFEE KLATCH—COMARADERIE WITH A PURPOSE 
 

So why participate in the weekly Coffee Klatch? Here is what people say: 
 

• I love the thoughtful discussions and the variety of opinions. 
 
• I enjoy exploring political issues in a friendly environment. Good place to share ideas and info. 
 
• I go to get information and energy; share news and perspectives. The Klatch is my ‘salon.’ 

 
Coffee Klatch get-togethers began almost ten years ago as a way to promote conversations about matters of public 
importance. At the Klatch, we strive to engage citizens in meaningful discussion regarding political values and policies, 
because we recognize that the most important component of a functional democracy is an informed electorate. This 
gathering space affords a respectful environment for people of diverse opinions to share their ideas and perspectives. 
Participants do not have to be members of the Democratic Party to attend, and there is no cost to join us. As an added 
plus, fresh coffee and bakery welcome all. 
 
While we do share and discuss personal opinions, we also invite informed guests to offer perspectives on federal, state 
and local events and policies that impact Eau Claire residents. For example, many of the 2018 gubernatorial candidates 
came to share their positions with us—the conversations were authentic and spontaneous as Klatch participants both 
challenged and advocated for various issues. It is not unusual for an elected official from the City Council, County Board 
or School Board to stop in and share current proposals and encourage participants to get involved. This informal and 
friendly level of engagement allows participants to gain an in-depth understanding of complex issues. It also permits 
individuals to feel comfortable connecting with elected officials to express opinions or ask questions, another hallmark of 
an effective democracy. 
 
If it sounds like the focus is all about elected officials, there is actually much more that Coffee Klatch has to offer. Many 
very well-informed Klatch participants provide summaries of community activities and explain complexities on a myriad 
of issues: environmental concerns (high-capacity wells, Comprehensive Animal Feeding Operations [CAFO’s], ground 
water), health insurance options (universal/single payer, ACA, corporate perspectives), voter suppression, mental health 
services, or poverty and its social ramifications. We never lack for a meaningful, informed discussion. 
 
And, rest assured, speaking during discussion is not required. Many participants are there just to listen and enjoy the 
company of kindred spirit. These ‘listeners’ walk away with expended insights and are then able to better align their 
personal values with proposed legislation or candidates’ campaign platforms. 
 
Another spin-off of the Klatch is getting individuals involved with various activities in the community. There have been 
numerous advocacy actions that were conceived at the Klatch and implanted in the community—Labor Day walks, 
Celebrate April 15th Tax Day, sign making, attendance at public hearings, carpooling to advocacy actions, small group-
initiated activism for voter turnout, gun safety and the like. 
 
All are welcome at this weekly gathering. If you are looking for an opportunity to share your opinions and 
examine others’ perspectives in an environment that is lively and respectful, please join us—Thursdays, 10 a.m. 
at the Democratic Resource Center, 440 Broadway St., Eau Claire. We look forward to meeting you then! 
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For weekly updates on what has gone on in state politics, and what is on the agenda in Madison the following week, sign up 
for emails at: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/democrats/connect-with-us/ 
 
For daily updates on State politics in general: http://www.thewheelerreport.com/ or https://www.politico.com/ C
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BLUE WAVE OR NO BLUE WAVE? 
 
Whether there was a blue wave or not, there are “many seeds for optimism in the final analysis. These will have to be 
nurtured. All of that seems so distant now, I know. And painful. But we must recognize that life is big and complicated. 
And we face many challenges in our personal professional and civic lives. No matter what happens, in the end, today, 
we have to be ready to fight on—whatever our political party or policy persuasions—for a more just, more united 
America. We will need new strategies. Victory may be distant or difficult, but I refuse to give in. I do not see quitting or 
throwing up hands in despair as in the spirit of this country, a country I will continue to love with all of my being…I will 
choose to continue. And never, never, ever quit in the never-ending struggle for an ever more perfect union.” 

~Dan Rather, New and Guts, November 6, 2018 
 

THANK YOU AND CONGRATULATIONS! 
 
Thank you to all the candidates who ran for office this fall. We greatly appreciate your hard work and dedication! Thank 
you to all the incredible volunteers, campaign staff, and supporters. You truly made the difference. 
 
Congratulations to all the candidates who won their races: Tony Evers, Mandela Barnes, Josh Kaul, Doug LaFollette, 
Sarah Godlewski, Tammy Baldwin, Ron Kind, Jeff Smith, Jodie Emerson. To see the complete election results, go to 

https://www.wisconsinvote.org/election-results. 

ANOTHER THANK YOU! 
 
Thank you to those who volunteered at our booth at the Hmong New Year event held on November 10-11. It was a 
wonderful event and an important way for us to be involved in the Eau Claire Community. 

May there be peace on earth, and let it begin with me. 


