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Calendar of Events  

Democratic Party General Meeting 
 

January 22, 2019 at 6:30 p.m. See page 2 for details. 
 

General Party Meetings are open to the public. 
Only members may vote. 

OFFICE HOURS: The Democratic Resource Center is open 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday.  
The office will be closed when the Eau Claire Area Schools are closed due to inclement weather. 

The Mission of the Eau Claire Democratic Party is to promote democratic and progressive principles 
 and to elect Democratic and progressive candidates—from town halls to the White House. 

Democratic Party Resource Center 
440 Broadway St., Eau Claire WI 54703 

Phone: 715-852-0330 
Email: ecdems@eauclairedemocrats.com 

the pulse of the party 

FOLLOW US ON SOCIAL MEDIA 
Keep up with the latest information about Democrats, and 
pass it on to all your friends and family who are interested! 
 

Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/EauClaireCountyDems/ 
Website: http://www.eauclairedemocrats.org/ 
Twitter: https://twitter.com/ec_democrats 

To view the complete calendar of events for the Eau Claire 
County Democratic Party, go to our website:  
http://eauclairedemocrats.org/events/?view=calendar&mont
h=January-2019. 
 
Coffee Klatch meets every Thursday from 10 am to noon at 
the Democratic Resource Center. 

Coffee Klatch meets weekly 91st  Senate candidate forum 

Ron Kind visits Eau Claire 

HELP KEEP OUR DEMOCRATIC RESOURCE CENTER OPEN 
 
Although the location has changed over the years, the importance of the Democratic Resource Center as a hub for 
Democrats in the Chippewa Valley has not. The Resource Center serves as a meeting space for the Coffee Klatch, a 
workspace for campaigns and volunteers, a campaign stop for candidates, and a staging location for voter outreach, 
among many other uses. It is a year-round gathering space that fosters community and a collaborative spirit among 
Chippewa Valley progressives. 
 
As 2019 begins, we ask for your support for the Democratic Resource Center, the local DEMS centralized hub of 
political and educational outreach. In the coming weeks, you will receive our annual letter seeking donations for the 
office, and we ask that you consider donating to support the Center. 
 
You can also donate online at https://secure.actblue.com/donate/2019drc or you can mail a check to 440 Broadway 
Street, Eau Claire WI 54703. 

Statewide candidates visit Eau Claire 
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VISION 2020—ACTIVISM THROUGH THE ARTS 
EAU CLAIRE COUNTY DEMOCRATS AND PROGRESSIVES 

ANNUAL SPRING FUNDRAISER—MARCH 16, 2019, 5:30 P.M. 
GREEN MILL CONFERENCE CENTER 

 
As you know, the Eau Claire County Democratic Party holds a fundraiser each spring to support Democratic and 
Progressive activism and change in our community. This year, Lieutenant Governor Mandela Barnes is our keynote 
presenter and will deliver a dynamic message on “Citizen Activism: Shaping the Vision for 2020.” The fundraiser 
dinner and auction will be held at the Green Mill Conference Center, 2703 Craig Road, Eau Claire WI. The evening 
will begin at 5:30 p.m. 

 
This annual fundraiser highlights professional and creative artists in our community who support Democratic and Progressive 
activism. This year you will have a diversified array of visual art, small group workshops, art-music-language lessons, and 
demonstrations (landscaping, design) to bid on during the silent auction. Mark your calendars now! The fundraiser is early this year, 
and you won’t want to miss it! More information will be coming regarding tickets, so watch your email closely. 

ANNUAL HOLIDAY PARTY A SUCCESS 
 
Thank you to everyone who attended and provided food for our Annual Holiday Party! It was a wonderful event. It was an evening 
filled with delicious food and good company. Those in attendance heard from incoming and outgoing elected officials as well as 
candidates for local office this spring. A very special thank you to the Holiday Party Planning Committee: Bonnie Fisher, Carol Craig, 
Jeff Smith, Gloria Hochstein, Sue Topping, Diane Dreher, Marie Past, and Kim Wilson. Below are some photos taken during the party. 

THANK YOU JANET LOOMIS 
 
The Eau Claire County Democratic Party would like to thank Janet Loomis for her many years of dedicated service as our secretary. 
We have greatly benefited from Janet’s hard work, attention to detail, and dependability through her nearly two decades of 
involvement as secretary. Thank you, Janet! 
 

NEW OFFICERS ELECTED 
 
At our Annual Holiday Party we elected our executive committee officers. Beverly Wickstrom (chair), Gloria Hochstein and Rollie 
Hicks (co-vice chairs), and Glenn Reynolds (treasurer) were all re-elected. 
 
Taking over for Janet Loomis as secretary is Breana Stanley. Breana is a long-time resident of Eau Claire, receiving her 
undergraduate degree from UW-Eau Claire in 2013 before getting her master’s degree in 2018. She formerly served as Regional 
Organizing Lead with the Human Rights Campaign. She is married with two children and uses her free time to volunteer for causes 
that are important to her and her family. She is also the Vice President of the Chippewa Valley LGBTQ+ Community Center and was 
recently appointed to the LEAP committee with the Eau Claire Area School District. Thank you, Breana for your willingness to serve! 
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JANUARY 22 POST-ELECTION LISTENING SESSION 
AND JANUARY GENERAL PARTY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 

 
Please join us for a post-election listening session with DPW State Chair Martha Laning on Tuesday, January 22, at the Eau Claire 
Democratic Resource Center, 440 Broadway Street. The event will begin with a potluck at 6:00 p.m., and the program will begin once 
Martha arrives from her earlier session in LaCrosse, estimated to be 7:30 p.m. She has held several sessions around the state to 
gather member feedback on what worked in the 2018 election cycle and what needs improvement. 
 
If you have had any interaction the Party or the Coordinated Campaign in this cycle, she highly encourages you to attend and have 
your thoughts heard so any necessary changes can be made prior to the 2020 elections for legislature, President and more. Note 
that this listening session will serve as the general membership meeting for January. 
 

FEBRUARY GENERAL PARTY MEMBERSHIP MEETING 
 
MARK YOUR CALENDARS! Our February General Party Membership meeting will be held on February 21st, at 5:30 p.m., at the 
Democratic Resource Center, 440 Broadway Street, Eau Claire WI. Volunteers from JONAH, who will be giving a presentation on 
immigration, will join us. To learn about this organization, go to: http://jonahjustice.org/. More details to follow, so watch your email. 
 
NEW COLUMN IN THE MONTHLY NEWSLETTER: Each month, we would like to feature an article by one of our local, state, or US 
elected officials or candidates for office. Our first such article is from the desk of our newly elected State Senator, Jeff Smith. 
 

COMMITTEES, COLLABORATION AND COMPROMISE 
 
Senate committees aren’t exactly the hottest topic to write about in state government, but it’s incredibly important for our work as 
legislators. Most Senate committee names seem like someone pulled the topics out of a hat and randomly strung them together to 
create a committee. Strange as some committee names may appear, committee creating is more an exercise in compromise and 
collaboration than blind luck. Every two years, the Majority Party Leader meets with his or her Majority Party colleagues. He or she 
shuffles through the requests and interests of his or her Majority Party senators. Then he or she appoints committee chairs and 
assigns other Majority Party Senators to the committees. After the Majority Party organizes the committees, the Senate Minority 
Leader works with Minority Party Senators to fill the committees. Though seemingly monotonous, this cascade of events can be a 
great opportunity for legislators to work together. 
 
Every new legislator has priorities he or she is passionate about or has experience to contribute. Lesser-known issues offer intrigue 
for new legislators. While we don’t always get everything we want, I find every committee assignment an opportunity to learn and 
keep up on addressing new challenges. We aren’t experts in every field, but we were elected to use our best judgment when faced 
with decisions that affect a diverse population. Here’s the slate of committees I will be assigned to this session. 
 
Agriculture, Revenue & Financial Institutions: I will serve as ranking minority member on this committee. I may not be a farmer or 
banker by trade, but my forty-acre hobby farm and experiences living in rural western Wisconsin offer me great insight. I learned an 
overwhelming amount about the banking industry during the Great Recession when I served on the Assembly Financial Institutions 
Committee as a State Representative. I’m looking forward to using that experience to help families work with lending institutions to 
purchase new homes and start businesses. 
 
Elections, Ethics & Rural Issues: Since I first ran for elected office, campaign finance reform and ethics were my passion. That 
experience led me to serve as the Chair of this committee during my career in the State Assembly. My rural roots run deep. I’ve spent 
my whole life in western Wisconsin and the last 33 years living in the country, maintaining a septic system and private well while 
appreciating the real beauty of this state. 
 
Government Operations: Technology & Consumer Protection: Consumer Protections are important now more than ever. During my 
time in the State Assembly I learned firsthand how important consumer protections were when I led efforts to regulate the payday 
industry and puppy mills. I also look forward to learning more about our state’s government operations and our constantly evolving 
technology regulations. 
 
Sporting Heritage, Mining & Forestry: This committee really gets to the heart of what I think will impact every generation to come. If 
we spoil the water, land and air around us there is no fixing it. We can make mistakes when dealing with most other issues, but we 
cannot afford to err when it comes to protecting our natural resources. As someone who grew up in the hunting heritage we are so 
proud of in Wisconsin, I find it even more urgent that we protect the resources that define our state. 
 
While there may be plenty of other political distractions in the headlines for weeks to come, I hope our first job to create committees 
this session helps inspire a little hope that legislators can work together to build committee through collaboration and compromise. 
With only 33 senators working on so many issues I hope you play your part as an advocate, as an expert and as a citizen to help us 
pass bipartisan and commonsense legislation. Stay tuned for public hearings and other opportunities to make your voice heard as we 
work to make our state a great place to live for generations to come.   --Jeff Smith, Wisconsin State Senator 
 
Be sure to check out photographs of the Wisconsin State Inauguration on our website at http://eauclairedemocrats.org/. 

For weekly updates on what has gone on in state politics, and what is on the agenda in Madison the following week, sign up 
for emails at: http://legis.wisconsin.gov/democrats/connect-with-us/ 
 
For daily updates on State politics in general: http://www.thewheelerreport.com/ or https://www.politico.com/ C
H

EC
K

   
IT

 O
U

T!
 


