
 
What to Know About the Recent Budget 

Governor Tony Evers compromises with GOP legislators to sign the 2019-21 Biennial State Budget with 78 partial vetoes.  

 
HEALTHCARE 

The majority of Wisconsinites wanted Medicaid 

Expansion (MA). The plan would’ve covered more 

people for less money. 

• MA Expansion would’ve covered 82,000 more 

people and saved the state $324M.  

• Savings from MA Expansion would’ve leveraged 

$1.6B in new federal funding.  

• MA Expansion would’ve lowered premiums for 

individuals with private insurance by 7-11%.   

• MA Expansion would’ve returned money back to 

WI – taxpayers will pay more than $2B over the 

next biennium in federal taxes.  

• Gov. Evers’ budget would’ve invested $12M to 

lower prescription drug payments for seniors. 

 

 

ENVIRONMENT 

Gov. Evers declared 2019 as the “Year of Clean 

Drinking Water.”  The Gov’s proposal makes good on 

his promise by addressing water quality issues.  

• The budget invests more than $32M to improve 

water quality throughout WI. 

• Gov. Evers’ budget would’ve invested $71.1 

million more than the GOP budget on lead 

poisoning prevention.  

 

Gov. Evers signed a budget that: 

• Invests $100K to further research CWD in WI. 

• Extends the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship 

program 

EDUCATION 

Gov. Evers introduced a budget putting our children 

and our schools first. This budget would’ve invested: 

• $1.4B in K-12 education and restored 2/3 funding 

for public schools. 

• $900M more in K-12 schools than the GOP 

budget. 

• $10M more in rural schools than the GOP budget. 

• $600M more in special education funding than the 

GOP budget – this is 83% more than what the 

GOP proposed. 

• $45M more in student access to mental health 

services. 

• $150M more into the UW System. 

• $36M in our WI Tech Colleges. 

 

The GOP budget didn’t do enough for our children. 

Using creative vetoes, Gov. Evers:  

• Increased per pupil state categorical aids by nearly 

$100M over the biennium. 

• Increased high cost transportation aid for rural 

districts by $1.6B over the biennium, to raise 

reimbursement rates to 90% of eligible costs.  

 

BROADBAND 

• Provides $48M over the next two years to expand 

the Broadband Expansion Grant program. This is 

the largest broadband investment in Wisconsin. 

• GOP eliminated the Gov’s goal for statewide 

broadband service by 2025. 

• GOP eliminated the Gov’s broadband definition to 

provide service that is at least 25 Mbps while 

downloading and 3 Mbps while uploading. 

 

TAXES 

Gov. Evers’ budget emphasized tax fairness, 

prioritizing our tax dollars to create a more fair 

economy. 

• Typical middle-class single filers will see an 

income tax reduction of approximately $136 

annually while middle-class married-joint filers 

will see a reduction of $182 annually when the tax 

rate reductions are fully implemented in tax year 

2020. 

 

TRANSPORTATION 

• The GOP approved a $95 fee increase for vehicle 

titles and an extra $10 annual reg fee for WI 

drivers.  

• The GOP rejected a modest 8 cent per gallon gas 

tax increase that would’ve forced out of state 

drivers to help pay for using our roads.  

• The Gov’s budget provided a historic 10% 

increase ($66M over the biennium) in available 

funding for general transportation aids, paid to our 

counties, towns and villages. 
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