
Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 
Thursday, May 9, 2019 

 
Present:  Margot Bouchard, Bobbi Green, Ann Heywood, Marjorie Bunce, Maggie Cameron, , Carol Craig 
(facilitator and recorder), Carolyn Dunning, Gloria Hochstein, Bob Matthews, Ann McKinley, Darla 
Sorenson,  Eleanor Wolf, Charlene Warner, Phil Swanhorst, Bonnie Golden, Mike Lindsay, Carolyn Haar, 
Chris H-Boyle, Sally Lee, Liz Spencer, Mike O’Brien 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Next Coffee Klatch -- Thursday, May 16, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come join a lively conversation about current events – share opinions, experiences, resources with a 
progressive-minded community. Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be on and 
the treats will be out.  
 
May 23, 2019: David Bowen, DPW Chair Candidate will be at the Coffee Klatch. 
 

JUNE 8th – Wear “ORANGE” Day – National Gun Violence Awareness Day, now in its fifth year, 

has become an annual call to action on June 8 meant to draw attention to shooting victims by 
wearing orange — a color traditionally used to evoke safety. More details to come for local 
activities. 
 
Spetember21 – International Non-Violence Day. Jan Frase and the Coalition for Non-Violence has a very 
active day planned at ECCT. Many community groups will be participating. Mark your calendars now.  

 
 
DPW Convention –  Saturday, June 1 & Sunday, June 2, please consider attending this important 
event.  State resolutions will be passed, the new DPW chair will be elected by YOU- as a delegate, much 
shared camaraderie with Dems outside the Chippewa Valley Area. Bev needs to send in Eau Claire Dems 
delegate list by THIS FRIDAY, MAY 10 so please contact the Dem office (715-852-0330) to get your name 
on the list. You can pay at the door ($30) or register on this link now: 
https://www.wisdems.org/events/2019-wisdems-state-convention  for ($25).   Car-pooling is being set 
up.   
 

DNC 2020 Convention – need for volunteers, info from DNC:  
 

 

 

We are proud to hold the 2020 Democratic National Convention in Milwaukee, Wisconsin. As a part of that 
effort, we are seeking diverse talent to help us plan and organize. All levels of experience and fields of 
interest are encouraged to apply. We reserve the right to share your resume with DNC departments, the 
Democratic National Convention Committee, the Host Committee, and other partners. 
The DNC is committed to providing reasonable accommodations to individuals with disabilities in the hiring 
process and on the job, as required by applicable law. The DNC will not tolerate any unlawful 
discrimination and any such conduct is strictly prohibited.         

  SUBMIT YOUR RESUME  Khary Penebaker  Email:  Khary@KharyPenebaker.com   
 

 

https://www.wisdems.org/events/2019-wisdems-state-convention
https://click.ngpvan.com/k/6643304/60996470/-1958423536?nvep=ew0KICAiVGVuYW50VXJpIjogIm5ncHZhbjovL3Zhbi9OR1AvTkdQMDIvMS82NTQ1NiIsDQogICJEaXN0cmlidXRpb25VbmlxdWVJZCI6ICI5M2E5ODY0MS05YTcyLWU5MTEtYjQ5ZS0yODE4NzgzOTFlZmIiLA0KICAiRW1haWxBZGRyZXNzIjogIndpY2tzdHJvbUByd3dsYXdmaXJtLmNvbSINCn0%3D&hmac=8zaVXaIvnHLwp7BShZwCL6xDk4XI-KaPDzw8wGvmf68=
mailto:Khary@KharyPenebaker.com


Discussion 

 

• Acknowledged our support for the new 3rd CD Chair, Bobbi Green.  Bobbi reviewed the final 3rd 

CD Resolutions that will be taken forward to the DPW Convention June 1-2, 2019.  Bobbi looks 

forward to energizing the entire 3rd CD to action in the same way Eau Claire County advocate 

and support.  

 

• Medicare for All – Single payer- Health Care for All …this was a long and very personal 

conversation for many participants; they hared testimonials of how the insurance, health care 

systems, pharmaceutical companies, etc.  have been obscene in their care practices, Billing 

procedures and exclusion of services depending on one’s income status and/or level of 

understating how to advocate for one’s self.  It was a heartening exchange, generating the 

complexities of any public policy that will ultimately win approval in ‘by the people’ , thus, in 

Congress via electing candidates aligned with policy initiatives.  

- Recommended reading : Steven Brill, Tail Spin, here’s a review to get you started: 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/how-america-became-a-divided-nation-of-the-

protected-and-the-unprotected/2018/06/22/4723ccb6-5dfc-11e8-9ee3-

49d6d4814c4c_story.html?utm_term=.b62bbe93e597  

- Need to speak about health care as a right for all NOT “Medicare for All”- this term just 

polarizes the conservative thinkers 

- Two basic principles/values are at play here: should health care be based on proportional 

sharing of resources (wealthy pay more [proportioned to income] than do marginalized) vs. 

the idea that health care is a right and all should have equal access…. Interesting debate 

about this. 

- Bottom line is that increases in income have not even come close to increases in healthcare 

costs --- de-regulation has played a major role in this growing discrepancy.  

 

• Final discussion point – Student shooting in Colorado. Are becoming immune to shootings:  
Leader Telegram covers it on page 8, citizens express appreciation that only one was 
killed…. Did you know that USA leads the world in children’s gun deaths , 
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/20/health/child-gun-deaths-rising/index.html , 
https://everytownresearch.org/gunfire-in-school/#8259 , maybe it is a sign of ‘coping’ that 

we become immune to this – what a sad comment. 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/how-america-became-a-divided-nation-of-the-protected-and-the-unprotected/2018/06/22/4723ccb6-5dfc-11e8-9ee3-49d6d4814c4c_story.html?utm_term=.b62bbe93e597
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/how-america-became-a-divided-nation-of-the-protected-and-the-unprotected/2018/06/22/4723ccb6-5dfc-11e8-9ee3-49d6d4814c4c_story.html?utm_term=.b62bbe93e597
https://www.washingtonpost.com/outlook/how-america-became-a-divided-nation-of-the-protected-and-the-unprotected/2018/06/22/4723ccb6-5dfc-11e8-9ee3-49d6d4814c4c_story.html?utm_term=.b62bbe93e597
https://www.cnn.com/2018/12/20/health/child-gun-deaths-rising/index.html
https://everytownresearch.org/gunfire-in-school/#8259

