
Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 
Thursday, June 28, 2018 
Present:  Margot Bouchard, Marjorie Bunce, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Jan Frase, Bonnie Golden, 
Abby, Molly, & Bobbi Green, Gail Halmstad, Chris Hambuch-Boyle, Carolyn Haar, Constance Heffernan, Carole 
Johnson, Mike Lindsay, Linda Lodolce, Bob Matthews, Mike O’Brien, Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, 
Robert L. Caribou Schwaderer, Nick Smiar, Carol Spenser, Kathy Tuttle, Eleanor Wolf. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, July 12, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come to join other progressives in a lively conversation of current events and to share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Note: No Klatch on July 5th!  We will be looking for a volunteer discussion facilitator on July 12 & 19, and a 
volunteer note-taker on July 12, 26, Aug. 2 & 9. 
 
Training for New Poll Workers:  Thursday, July 12; City Hall, Farwell St.; The city clerk’s office is in need of 
additional workers for the November 6 election.  Consider contributing your time (full or half day) to make 
democracy happen.  For more information, contact the clerk’s office at 715-839-4913. 
 
91st Assembly District Primary Candidate Forum:  Wed., July 25, 7 p.m.; Lazy Monk Brewing, 97 W. Madison St.  
Sponsored by the Eau Claire County Democratic Party.  Help is needed with setting up and running the forum.  
Contact the Resource Center to volunteer:  715-852-0330 or stop in at 440 Broadway. 
 
DISCUSSION 
Public Schools 
The group viewed the site:  Grading the States: A Report Card on Our Nation’s Commitment to Public 
Schools:  http://schottfoundation.org/report/grading-the-states  
Here is a webinar link that summarizes the privatization report shared at the Klatch: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fmddZI6zgrA&sns=em  It is another way to learn the material instead of 
reading it. 
Summary:  This new report by the Schott Foundation and the Network for Public Education evaluates to what 
extent the 50 states and the District of Columbia support public schools, or instead funnel public money 
elsewhere through charter and voucher programs.  It is also the first in-depth nonpartisan report card to include 
state-by-state measurements of whether states with charter and voucher schools protect student civil rights and 
guard taxpayers from fraud and misuse of public funds. 
How does Wisconsin rank? 

• Overall score:  44th 
• By Voucher policy:  38th 
• By Charter policy:  51st 

What grades did Wisconsin receive? 
• Overall Grade:  F 
• Privatization by Voucher Programs: C 
• Privatization by Charter Programs: F 

Discussion following viewing of the report: 
Question:  What is the difference between Charter and Voucher programs? 
Answer:  In Wisconsin, there are different types of charter schools: 
 Schools within a district authorized by and held accountable to an elected school board, for the purpose of 
innovation, flexibility, etc. 
 2-R charters under the auspices of universities and colleges. 
 For-profit private schools 
 Not-for-profit private schools 



Vouchers are grants of public school funds used to support tuition at private elementary and secondary schools.  
These grants are given to parents who deposit them with a private or religious affiliated school. 
Funding Issues: 

• Public schools cannot control who comes in the front door.  Klatchers were reminded of Jaime Vollmer’s 
“blueberry story” from his book Schools Cannot Do It Alone, or why schools are not businesses.  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=O9TUrHMZMno  

• For those interested in the current study of Wisconsin’s K-12 schools by the Blue Ribbon Commission on 
School Funding, you can listen and view recordings of the commission’s hearings held around the state 
this past spring.   http://www.wisconsinnetwork.org/blog/blue-ribbon-commission  

• Many taxpayers do not know that bus transportation to voucher schools is paid through public school 
budgets.  Perhaps, advocates should lobby to have voucher schools pay for that transportation. 

• Funding for early pre-K education is essential.  Research has shown that a rich and broad scope of 
experiences in early childhood is one of the most reliable predicters of student success, especially for 
kids from low-income households.   

Concerns about privatization of education: 
• Private schools can deny enrollment to students with special needs.  Although private schools can get up 

to $30,000 a year for special needs students, the schools can be selective about which special needs 
students they are willing to accept. 

• Anyone can start a private school and there is no accountability to taxpayers about how funds are used.  
For example, Wisconsin is one of the states that does not require an annual audit of voucher schools. 

• Private schools do not have to administer the tests mandated by the state for public schools. 
• The burden is on parents in Wisconsin’s Parental Choice program to make an informed decision 

regarding the quality and performance of a private school.  The Parental Choice program is divided into 
three choices: Milwaukee, Racine, and the rest of the state.  Parents, however, also have a choice within 
public school districts. 

• Historically, private schools were often a way to maintain racial and socio-economic segregation of 
schools.  Suggestion:  Read Barbara Miner’s book: Lessons from the Heartland: A Turbulent History of 
Public Education in an Iconic City about the public schools in Milwaukee and the effect of factories 
shutting down.  Segregation in Milwaukee was aggravated by the “red-lining” done by banks in making 
home loans.  Milwaukee is also affected by high incarceration rates for black men and welfare rules that 
reinforced single motherhood – assistance was not given to families with both parents in the household. 

• Private schools may not place a priority on teaching critical thinking skills or on the liberal arts.  
However, some parents may fear their kids will be short-changed in public schools with less-prepared or 
disruptive students. 

• Privatization of education damages the original purpose of public education that we as a country made 
as a goal:  to raise up an educated citizenry to stop mobs from taking over.  Even within working class 
families of previous generations, education was a desired goal – college was seen as a way out of a life 
of factory work.  Many adults benefited from being raised in families that valued education, especially 
the power of reading. 

 
There were some questions about the option to home-school children and whether there is any taxpayer 
funding for that option.  DPI provides some guidance: https://dpi.wi.gov/sms/home-based  
Will school shootings cause more parents to choose a home-school route? 
 
What will or should public schools look like 10 years from now?  What should be the balance between technical 
trade tracks and a college-bound curriculum?  Today’s employers want to hire liberal arts majors because the 
technical skills can be taught to workers who know how to think and have the capacity to learn. 
The ECASD has a program, LEAP, that gives teachers the flexibility to try innovative curriculum ideas and 
teaching and learning strategies. 
There are many layers of causes that make our current situation very complicated.  There are no simple 
solutions or easy fixes. 
 
 



Elections & Campaigns 
Governor Candidates – Those who attended a recent gathering for Tony Evers reviewed the priority issues Evers 
talked about: public education, transportation, environment. 
Since last week, Dana Wachs has withdrawn from the primary race and endorsed Evers. 
We should continue to ask all remaining candidates to explain their proposed solutions to problems and not let 
them simply say “it’s a problem.”  Check the candidates’ websites and social media to see how they plan to pay 
for fixing the funding problems.  For example, Matt Flynn proposes to use tax revenues from legalization of 
marijuana to help fund other state priorities like education and transportation. 
Candidates on the Radio – WPR/WHWC-FM 88.3 will be hosting programs featuring primary candidates  
for western Wisconsin legislative seats during the “The West Side” at 10 a.m. on Mondays.   
Monday, July 2:  91st Assembly candidates Jodi Emerson, Eric Larsen, Rich Postlewaite and Thomas Vue. 
Monday, July 16: 31st Senate candidates Steve Boe, Jonathan Schultz, and Jeff Smith. 
The Future of the Democratic Party -  
Surprise upset in New York – Alexandria Ocasio-Cortez, a 28-year-old activist who ran on abolishing ICE and 
making Medicare a universal program, defeated Rep. Joe Crowley in a 57.6 to 42.4% upset win in the June 26 
Democratic primary.  Crowley, who is twice Ocasio-Cortez’s age, is the No. 4 Democrat in the House and had 
been favored to ascend to Speaker of the House if Democrats retook the House this fall.  Ocasio-Cortez argued 
that the increasingly non-white-district had been represented too long by a figure from the local political 
machine (middle-aged white male).  She refused corporate PAC money and received most of her $300,000 in 
donations from small donors in and around her district in the Bronx and Queens. 
Are there any lessons to be learned from this victory?   
Republican Decline 
According to a November 2017 Gallup poll, the number of Americans calling themselves Republican is declining, 
especially among white women. https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/republican-percentage-drops-
gallup_us_5a2dbf49e4b069ec48ae6aec  
 
Immigration 
Outrage continues to be a reaction of many towards our government’s treatment of immigrants and refugees 
from Central America who are trying escape horrific conditions in their home countries.  The need for reform in 
immigration policies is evident, but there are no easy answers.  Our country had an open-door policy in the 
1800s, even though various groups (Catholics, Irish) faced discrimination and distrust.  Today, our country is 
dependent on immigrant labor and a zero-tolerance policy, along with the actions of ICE, are causing workforce 
problems for some industries.  Question:  will ICE raid Mar-a-Lago?  Reagan relaxed immigration restrictions to 
accommodate the produce growers in California.  It’s a complicated issue that begs for some clear, specific 
reform proposals to counter Trump’s fear-mongering rhetoric. 
 
Supreme Court – Concern was raised about Justice Kennedy’s impending resignation.  Will we be returning to 
the kind of conservative court that squashed labor and civil rights in the past? 
Immigration 
 
Chippewa Valley Street Ministry – A member brought the group’s attention to this local effort to help 
homeless individuals in our community.  A group of volunteers, organized by Mike Henry, sets up near 
Sojourners House on Tuesday and Friday evenings from 5:30 – 7 p.m.  They have a van with donated clothing 
(e.g., shoes, boots) and some essential items, like bottled water (dehydration is a big problem for people on the 
street).  Also, they give out candy bars/sugar to help addicts counter the effects of coming down after a “high.”  
They come in contact with anywhere from 30 – 60 individuals each night.  It was suggested that Mike Henry be 
invited to Coffee Klatch to provide insight on homelessness in Eau Claire. 


