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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, July 19, 2018 
Present:  Bob Andruszkiewicz, Janet Bethke, Marjorie Bunce, Maggie Cameron, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig 
(facilitator), John DeRosier, Barb Gosch, Carolyn Dunning, Jodi Emerson, Jan Frase, Judy Gatlin, Bonnie Golden, 
Jeremy Gragert, Bobbi Green, Gail Halmstad, Constance Heffernan, Ann Heywood, Rollie Hicks, Ray Hilficker, 
Gloria Hochstein, Carole Johnson, Pam Lee, Linda Lodolce, Bob Matthews, Linda Norton, Mike O’Brien, Judy & 
Paul Rosenau, Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, Kate Shannon, Nick Smiar, Jeff Smith, Carole Spenser, 
Libby Stupak, Kathy Tuttle,  Pat Williams, Eleanor Wolf. 

Guest:  Kelda Roys (and staff), Democratic Primary Candidate for Governor 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, July 28, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come to join other progressives in a lively conversation of current events and to share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
91st Assembly District Primary Candidate Forum:  Wed., July 25, 7 p.m.; Lazy Monk Brewing, 97 W. Madison St.  
Sponsored by the Eau Claire County Democratic Party.  Candidates will speak and respond to questions that are 
important to voters in our district.  Get the word out!  Let’s have a full house! 
ACLU Beer & Bill of Rights Social:  Wed., August 15, 5 – 7 p.m.; Lazy Monk Brewing, 97 W. Madison St. 
Join ACLU members for an informal social and opportunity to learn about immigration from the state ACLU 
executive director and from an immigration attorney.  Get an update on local immigration activities.  Learn how 
you can help.  Questions?  Call Ann Heywood 715-834-8549. 
West of the River Neighborhood gatherings:  Jill Christopherson, District 4 City Council Member, and County 
Board Supervisors representing districts on the west side of Eau Claire are offering community engagement 
sessions for west-siders this year.  The next sessions: Thursday, Sept. 13, 6:30 – 8 p.m. at the Eau Claire Sport 
Warehouse, 2983 11th St.; topic: “Roads, Pipes and Water Quality”, and Tuesday, Oct. 30, 6:30 – 8 p.m., Eau 
Claire Room, LE Phillips Library; topic: “Drugs on our Streets – a Glimmer of Hope.” 
A Caring Crisis:  Who Will Care for You?:  Thursday, Sept. 20, 5 – 8 p.m.; Eagles Club Banquet Hall, 2588 Hwy 53, 
Chippewa Falls.  Discussion about the growing crisis in worker shortages in elder and disabled persons care.  

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Front Desk Workers needed!!:  People are needed to staff the front desk at the Resource Center.  The hours are 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m., Monday through Friday.  Training is provided.  This is an easy way to help our party! 
Please contact the Resource Center if you’re interested: 715-852-0330; ecdems@eauclairedemocratis.com  
Letters-to-the-Editor supporting Tammy Baldwin:  Volunteers were recruited to write letters on several topics: 
education, farming, and health care. 
E C County Democratic Party Membership:  Dues are due!  Renew your membership now.  Also, the 
membership committee would love some more help.  Please contact the Resource Center if you’re interested: 
715-852-0330; ecdems@eauclairedemocratis.com  
Absentee Voting:  Voters can request absentee ballots if they cannot vote in person on August 14.  In-person 
absentee voting for City of Eau Claire residents is Monday, July 30 – Friday, August 10 at City Hall. 
 

RECOMMENDED READING 
“These Kids Are Watching Their Parents Die” For children growing up in the shadow of the opioid crisis, public 
schools have become the safety net of last resort.  Article in July 3 issue of Nation magazine, by Zoe Carpenter 

https://www.thenation.com/article/kids-watching-parents-die/  
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DISCUSSION 
Candidates in Democratic Primaries 
Jodi Emerson – 91st State Assembly District  – Jodi reviewed her background and experience working with 
lawmakers as a legislative liaison for Fierce Freedom, advocating against human trafficking.  She was able to get 
seven bills passed through bipartisan efforts, so has the know-how to work with both parties.   
Her key issues include affordable and accessible health care, growing our economy, restoring public school 
funding, and protecting our environment.  She expressed opposition to the Foxconn deal because there were no 
requirements built into the contract to force the company to meet their end of the deal. 
 
Jeff Smith – 31st State Senate seat -- Jeff gave an update on his campaign, which is now going to be focused on 
Eau Claire, after traveling throughout the senate district.  He emphasized that Eau Claire has half of the 
population of the 31st district but has not had a senator from this area in over 40 years.  It’s time.  He is finding it 
necessary to explain being a “rural” resident.  To some people, that only refers to farmers, while there are many 
residents of the state who live in rural areas who don’t own farms.  Likewise, “urban” is not just people who 
work in offices.  Jeff is the only candidate in tis primary who has experience in legislature.  To help Jeff, come to 
the Resource Center on Saturdays at 10 a.m., or to his office at 307 S. Farwell on other days.  Walk lists will be 
available and literature for Democratic candidates in other races. 
 
Kelda Roys – Governor  -- Kelda has been a state representative and Democratic Caucus Chair, NARAL Pro-
Choice’s Wisconsin Executive Director, is a small business owner, an attorney, entrepreneur, and mother.  She 
listed a number of prominent Eau Claire people who are supporting her candidacy, as well as having an 
endorsement from Andy Gronik and U S Senator, Kirsten Gillebrand (D-NY). 
A Q&A session covered a variety of topics: 

• Foxconn – Kelda sees the deal as a slap in the face to small business owners throughout the state and 
was negotiated for one reason:  Scott Walker’s reelection, not for the benefit of the people in this state.  
Terry Gau is very savvy and saw his “mark” in Scott Walker.  She sees some possibilities for getting out of 
this deal, but doesn’t think candidates should promise a particular outcome of those efforts.  She would 
seek to use all resources available to “right-size” this deal.  Several questions revolved around the legal 
problems with the plans.  An Illinois county has filed a law suit related to pollution, the Great Lakes 
Compact is opposed to Foxconn’s plan to extract 7 million gallons-a-day of water from Lake Michigan, 
and communities in northern Illinois, downstream on the Des Plaines River are predicting flooding 
resulting from the change in wetlands in southern Wisconsin when the Foxconn plant is built.  Also, 
there are environmental concerns about mercury and other chemicals coming from the plant.  Kelda has 
visited the couple who are being forced to move from their newly built home under the eminent domain 
law that allows the government to declare an area “blighted.”  The law, however, is supposed to be used 
for public purposes, not for private companies, so this action may be unconstitutional.  Concern was also 
raised about Foxconn’s history of mistreating workers, especially since the plans apparently include 
employee dormitories.  This suggests that workers will be imported from outside the state, or even from 
abroad, instead of bringing in residents who will pay property taxes. 

• The discussion also touched on the recent announcement of a Foxconn Place Chippewa Valley in 
downtown Eau Claire, an incubator and lab for next generation technological solutions.  There is some 
skepticism about the long-term commitment to this development and whether it is motivated by an 
opportunity for pre-election show-boating in a Democratic stronghold.  There was interest in having 
someone on the City Council follow up to see if any official action, such as permitting, has actually been 
done to get this initiative underway. 

• Guns – Kelda related personal experiences hearing from kids afraid to go to school and about active 
shooter drills disguised as new “games.”  She grew up in a family of hunters and with a father in law 
enforcement.  Her goal would be to work on common sense gun reform.  She took the No NRA pledge.  
She noted that other states with basic gun control legislation have 43% fewer gun deaths.  Asked about 
a succinct statement, Kelda responded, “Safe Schools, Safe Streets.” 
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• Opioid Epidemic – Kelda advocates for an evidence-based, multi-faceted comprehensive approach to 
this crisis.  Voters can check her website for a detailed plan for this and other policy issues: 
https://keldaforgovernor.com/  Some of the particulars include putting hubs in rural areas, stop using 
the criminal justice system as the only way to access treatment, expanding Badger Care, accepting 
federal Medicare funding, and increasing the number of treatment beds in the state. 

• Education – Kelda pointed out that Walker’s home district has had a failed referendum and was forced 
to close an elementary school, laying off 20% of their teachers.  As governor, Kelda wants to work for 
universal early childhood education, a fair funding formula based on needs, discontinuation of funding 
of failed voucher schools and independent for-profit charter schools. She was in the legislature during 
the ACT 10 fight and took testimony from not only teachers, but other workers affected by the law.  She 
believes we need to support all workers, both public and private. 

• Health Care – “People shouldn’t die because they don’t have medical coverage.”  The cost of medical 
insurance is a critical issue, not only for individuals, but for small businesses.  This is both an economic 
and moral imperative and should not be partisan.  Walker’s latest proposal is just a subsidy to insurance 
companies. 

• Campaign strategy -- Kelda believes the best way to win the election is to concentrate on three groups 
of voters: 

1)  Democratic base voters:  we need to get them to show up at the polls because they are excited about a 
candidate.  She talked about all the ways her team is making the best use of money and volunteers to 
power up her campaign. 

2) Voters under 50 – Gen Xers and Millennials:  Issues like student loan debt, climate change, paid family 
leave connect with this group. 

3) Suburban married women:  These voters represent the real swing vote.  They are disgusted by Trump 
and turned out to support candidates like Rebecca Dallet.  Issues such as gun violence in schools, 
women’s reproductive rights, and public-school funding resonate with them. 

If she wins the primary, Kelda expects that the opposition will follow the usual path of labeling her a tax and 
spend liberal.  However, she points out that Walker has not wanted to draw attention to her candidacy and 
clearly is wanting Tony Evers to be his opponent.  Kelda believes she is ready to face Walker in a debate and has 
not been intimidated in her experiences fielding tough questions on conservative news shows.  Recent news 
reports related to Trump-generated economic problems suggest that Walker is in a target-rich environment now 
and is looking desperate.  Her message is to work for Wisconsin to be the best place to raise a family and have a 
business.  Her response to being seen as another Madison area candidate is that she was born in Marshfield and 
raised in Medford, and has been campaigning full-time throughout Wisconsin, so is familiar with “out-state” 
issues. 
 
***Canvassing for all candidates will be happening right up to August 14.  Volunteer as often as you can.  We 
can’t wait until after the August primary to get voters excited about “The Blue Wave.” 
Get out the vote by going door-to-door or by calling/writing to your friends and family. 

 
Peaceful But Persistent Coalition 

Jan Frase is continuing her efforts to coordinate locally-focused actions to bring attention to the 
perpetuation of gun violence in our culture.  Her “It Seems to Me” opinion piece appeared in the July 1 
issue of the Leader-Telegram.  She has gathered some more information from local sources.  According 
to a recent health survey, the major concerns in Eau Claire are (1) mental health (2) drugs and alcohol 
and (3) violence.  Matt Rokus, deputy police chief, agreed that it “takes a community” to reduce 
violence.  On the legal front, Jan discovered that there are state and federal laws 
(https://docs.legis.wisconsin.gov/statutes/statutes/941/III/2965 ) that prohibit the selling and 
distribution of look-alike guns (with some exceptions for the movie industry).  She has sent 
correspondence to local law enforcement asking if these laws are being enforced, since look-alike toy 
guns are on the shelves in Eau Claire stores.  Jan is planning a city-wide action to have volunteers go in 

https://keldaforgovernor.com/
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pairs to ask store managers to stop selling these toy guns, especially before holiday shopping gears up, 
and make them aware of the relevant laws and consequences (civil forfeiture) for continuing this 
practice. 
 
Immigrant Children in our Area 
Linda Norton reported back on her extensive research efforts to find out if there are any children separated 
from parents at the border who have been relocated to our area.  She has spoken with numerous staff in local, 
state and federal agencies with little progress.  She introduces herself as representing an organization that is 
interested in providing assistance.  There were suggestions for additional contacts and organizations.  A recent 
news article indicated that faith groups have come forward to help out.  In our area, Hope Gospel Mission might 
be a lead. 
 
Dems at the Fair 
Several members reported on positive experiences interacting with people at the Chippewa and Eau Claire 
County Democratic booth at the Northern Wisconsin State Fair.  It was noted that the same people staffed the 
side-by-side booths for the Republicans and the NRA. 
 
Driver’s License Renewals 
One member related his frustrating experience with the complicated process now in place at the DMV for 
renewing driver’s licenses:  birth certificates must be certified, an updated Social Security card is required, etc.  
This could be viewed as voter suppression in action.  For a Real ID, the DMV requires additional certification 
when a person’s name is now changed from what is on the birth certificate.  There is also a fee.  Note:  
unexpired passports can be used to obtain a Real ID.  
 
Vehicle Registration Fee (aka Wheel Tax) 
There were positive remarks for the county board supervisors for making a difficult and unpopular decision to 
pass a $30 vehicle registration fee.  Continued levels of borrowing are not sustainable and state aid has not kept 
up with road/bridge maintenance costs.  Some reiterated a point made by Don Huebscher in his July 8 Leader-
Telegram opinion piece:  by letting state lawmakers brag about “holding the line” on taxes, the cost is shifted to 
local taxpayers, resulting in wheel taxes that favor wealthier cities and counties.  It is interesting to note that the 
Governor recently announced that the new revenue from online sales taxes, about $90 million next year, will be 
used for income tax relief, missing an opportunity to invest in infrastructure like roads and broadband. 


