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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 
Thursday, August 9 & August 16, 2018 
Present 8/9:  Terry Ajir, Bob Andruszkiewicz, Lee Baier, Marjorie Bunce, Maggie Cameron, Jackie Christner, Carol 
Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Jodi Emerson, Pat Everhart, Jan Frase, Bobbi Green, Carolyn Haar, Constance 
Heffernan, Ann Heywood, Ray Hilficker, Sharon Hydo, Carole Johnson, Pam Lee, Linda Lodolce, Bob Matthews, 
Ann McKinley, Linda Norton, Mike O’Brien, Chuck & Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, Chris Satz, Liz 
Spencer, Kathy Tuttle, Tom Wik, Eleanor Wolf. 
Guest:  Eric Lindquist, Reporter, Leader-Telegram 
Present 8/16:  Marjorie Bunce, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Jodi Emerson, Pat Everhart, Bonnie 
Golden, Bobbi Green, Gail Halmstad, Constance Heffernan, Ann Heywood, Sharon Hydo, Carole Johnson, Linda 
Lodolce, Bob Matthews, Linda Norton, Mike O’Brien, Connie Russell (recorder), Robert L. Caribou Schwaderer, 
Vic Sorenson, Liz Spencer, Carole Spenser, Sue Topping, Kathy Tuttle, Charlie Warner, Pat Williams, Eleanor 
Wolf. 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, August 23, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Join a lively conversation about upcoming elections and other current events -- share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Primary Election:  Tues., August 14; Polls open 7 a.m. – 8 p.m. 
Election Watch Party:   Tues., August 14, 8 p.m.; The Lakely Gallery Lounge, 516 Galloway St.; Come and join the 
celebration!  (Cash bar) 
1st Meeting of the Peaceful But Persistent Community Coalition:  Tues., August 21, 4 p.m.; Unity Christ Center, 
1808 Folsom.  All are welcome to join this local group working to bring attention to the perpetuation of gun 
violence in our culture.  Bring your ideas and suggestions for steps to take locally to address a national crisis. 
Contact Jan Frase if you are interested in this local effort. 
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Automated Voter Registration:  A petition to have AVR in Wisconsin is being circulated.  You can sign it at 
Coffee Klatch or come into the Resource Center to add your support for this initiative. 
Eau Claire County Budget Survey:  All are encouraged to have input in the priorities for the county 
budget.  The online survey is at:  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MGMBHGT 
Legalization of Cannabis:  The Eau Claire County Board will be considering a resolution at the August 21 meeting 
proposing that an advisory referendum be placed on the November 6 ballot asking voters to provide input on 
three alternatives: (a) legal for adults, 21 years of age or older, recreational or medical use, taxed and regulated 
like alcohol, with the proceeds from the taxes used for education, healthcare, and infrastructure in Wisconsin; 
(b) be legal for medical purposes only and available only by prescription through a medical dispensary,  
or (c) remain a criminally illegal drug as provided under current law.  See information at: https://www.co.eau-
claire.wi.us/government/legislation-resources/cannibas-advisory-referendum   
 
RECOMMENDED READING 
The Fall of Wisconsin: The Conservative Conquest of a Progressive Bastion and the Future of American Politics 
(2018) by Dan Kaufman, a Wisconsin native – This book is a deeply reported, searing account of how the state’s 
progressive tradition was undone and turned into a model for national conservatives bent on remaking the 
country.  Kaufman also chronicles the remarkable efforts of citizens who are fighting to reclaim Wisconsin’s 
progressive legacy against tremendous odds. 
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DISCUSSION 
Voting Procedures 
Voter registration, absentee, and early in-person absentee procedures were reviewed.  All are reminded to 
check out the information on the comprehensive website:  https://myvote.wi.gov 
Voters who have changed addresses or names since they last voted or since the last election will need to re-
register.  Changing addresses can be done online through the DMV’s website.  There are deadlines for online 
changes and absentee voting prior to elections but changes and registrations can also be done at the polling 
sites on election day.   
In most polling sites, the absentee ballots are counted on election day, but in some larger municipalities, the 
volume may cause the process to be delayed a day. 
There will be continued Get Out the Vote efforts leading up to the November 6 election.  There are 1.2 million 
people in Wisconsin who are eligible, but who have not registered, to vote.   
There needs to be much more publicity about the whole process and the “rules” related to registering or re-
registering to vote.  Some may find it easier to take advantage of early in-person absentee voting than standing 
in line on election day. 
There was a question about candidates being able to get numbers of voters from polling sites throughout the 
day.  Some chief inspectors released the information and others refused. 
 
Elections & Candidates 
The primary election was the dominate topic of the day on August 9 before the election and the results of the 
election was a focus on August 16 after the election.  Going into the primary, members were still wrestling with 
making decisions among the array of candidates.  Much of the talk was about issues that are priorities for voters 
and how the candidates line up on those issues, such as: 
UW – System funding – concern about losing academic disciplines and diminishing research. 
Public K-12 school funding – The problems arising from transferring of public monies to fund private, voucher 
schools is a major election issue for many voters.  It was noted that the inequities are growing with private 
schools now getting $9000 per pupil per year for Special Education students compared with $6000 for public 
schools.  How will vouchers play out as a campaign issue going forward?  If more families are able to take 
advantage of Parental Choice, will they support a Democratic candidate who wants to roll back that program? 
The need to have transparency was reiterated.  Taxpayers should know how much of their property tax bill is 
going to private schools and how much rural districts are subsidizing voucher schools in Milwaukee.  The fear is 
that Wisconsin is moving toward a class system seen in other states where quality of education is tied to socio-
economic status.  Most of the Democratic candidates have been promoting a “fix” to the school aid formula.  
Several have presented specific plans to uphold the Wisconsin constitutional mandate that all have a right to a 
free public education. 
Environment – All candidates have been stressing the need to protect our water – groundwater, lakes and 
streams, from the effects of high-capacity wells, mining, CAFOs, elimination of wetlands (e.g., Foxconn).  “Open 
to Business” shouldn’t mean “Open to Pollution.”  Beyond our borders, many are dealing with climate disruption 
– red tide in Florida, the aftermath of hurricanes in Puerto Rico. 
Income inequality gap – what proposals do candidates have to improve worker wages? 
Health Care – There seems to be some warming of the medical community to the idea of a single-payer system.   
Governor candidates have said they would accept the federal Medicaid funding.  Good health insurance 
coverage should not be tied to a job.  
Criminal justice reform – many of the candidates are talking about alternative ways to reduce incarceration 
rates, such as addressing non-violent revocations and looking at Minnesota’s system. 
Fair maps and elections – let’s push for a non-partisan system for drawing legislative districts. 
Women’s reproductive rights – The prospect of the appointment of another conservative Supreme Court Justice 
apparently has raised voters’ interest in candidates’ position on Roe v Wade and women’s access to 
contraceptives.  Wisconsin still has an unenforced statute prohibiting abortion.  There was a long discussion of 
this issue and how personal or religious beliefs should/should not affect policy decisions.  We need to ask 
candidates: “What freedoms are you willing to fight for?” 
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Candidate viability – some are considering which candidate will have the trust of the people, energize the base 
and also be able to work with legislators across the aisle.  Will women candidates attract voters looking for a 
different perspective?  Who can attract independents and moderates? 
 
Post-Primary – Going Forward 
Congratulations to the local primary winners!! – Jeff Smith, Jodi Emerson, Sarah Godlewski, Wendy Sue Johnson. 
It’s now imperative for the party to get past primary favorites and to unite behind Tony Evers for governor and 
other Democratic candidates throughout the state.  Dems need to establish strong, positive positions (e.g., 
addressing medical debt) and have a solutions-oriented platform to enthusiastically support Evers – a candidate 
of integrity.  It’s also necessary, and possible, to flip assembly and senate districts.  Put emphasis on the public 
good – “Wisconsin deserves better.” 
Charlene “Charlie” Warner was present asking for assistance in getting her campaign into high gear against 
Warren Petryk for the 93rd Assembly District.  Members offered hands-on help and many suggestions for 
effective strategies – issues to emphasize (school districts in the 93rd needing to go to referendums for adequate 
funding), countering misinformation from the incumbent 
http://www.leadertelegram.com/Opinion/2018/08/16/div-class-libPageBodyLinebreak-br-div-1349-1.html 
social media use, etc.  Contact Charlie if you want to help flip this assembly seat.  Help is needed with writing 
letters and coordinating aspects of the campaign.  The Republican party is strong in western Wisconsin and 
voters have indicated a loyalty to Petryk, so Charlie needs lots of help, especially in the high population areas of 
the district – Eau Claire and Prescott.   http://www.warnerforassembly.com/volunteer/  
Remember:  We have the power to effect change – at the ballot box! 
 
Trivia questions   What are gold fish?   What is pablum? 
 
CAFO Moratorium 
The Eau Claire County Land Conservation committee will be taking up a proposal to institute a moratorium on 
large “factory” farm operations.  State level enforcement on manure-spreading is inadequate, leading to ground 
water contamination.  There is only one CAFO (Concentrated Animal Feeding Operation) in EC County thus far, 
but we can expect permit requests in the future.  Western Minnesota has a request for a 9500-cow facility.  
Regulations and enforcement need to be strengthened, but there is no political will to bolster the DNR’s 
responsibilities.  Often, the companies over-state their available acres for “nutrient management” as was the 
case with Cranberry Creek in Dunn County. 
 
Immigrant Children in our Area 
Linda Norton reported back on her extensive research efforts to find out if there are any children separated 
from parents at the border who have been relocated to our area and determined that there are none in the 
Chippewa Valley area, but those who want to help should contact this local organization: 
El Centro de Conexión  http://elcentrocv.org/  
 
Fighting Fake News and Finding Funding Sources 
There is interest in collecting a list of resources that help identify “fake” news sites and good, reliable 
information about candidates, including the source of their campaign funding.  If you have good sources, bring in 
to Klatch and share with others.  A preliminary attempt to create such a list is on the last 2 pages of these notes. 
 
There was agreement that it is important to support good journalism.  Over 300 newspapers recently carried 
editorials advocating for a free press in the face of Trump’s “enemy of the people” rhetoric.  But, a free press is 
not “free.”  It’s getting more and more difficult for local papers to be profitable.  Financial support for both 
national and local media is needed for a democracy.  Also, check out one of our local online news sources:   
CV Post http://cvpost.org/  
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Media Bias  

 
Media Bias/Fact Check https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/  
Using a particular methodology, this site’s author rates news sources along a continuum: Extreme Left – Left – 
Left-Center – Least-Biased – Right-Center – Right – Extreme Right 
 
Political Fact Check Sources 
Politifact https://www.politifact.com/  
Politifact is a project of the Tampa Bay Times that fact-checks claims by politicians at the federa, state, and local 
level, as well as political parties, PACs, and advocacy groups.  Politifact rates the accuracy of these claims on its 
Truth-O-Meter as “True,” “Mostly True,” “Half True False,” and “Pants on Fire.”   
There is a Politifact for Wisconsin:   https://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/  
 
FactCheck.org  https://www.factcheck.org  
Launched in 2003, FactCheck.org is a project of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  The site fact-checks claims made by the president, members of Congress, presidential candidates 
and others in the political arena.  It mainly reviews TV ads, debates, speeches, interviews, and news releases.  
The site’s state goal is to “apply the best practices of both journalism and scholarship, and to increase public 
knowledge and understanding.” 
Viral Spiral  https://www.factcheck.org/hot-topics/  is a section of FactCheck.org devoted to 
internet rumors. 
FlackCheck.org http://flackcheck.org/  is a separate vertical of FactCheck.org focusing on false claims in 
campaign ads and other advertising.  The site debunks scientific and health claims. 
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Washington Post’s Fact Checker: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.abb0a14901fb  
This is a blog run by respected journalist Glenn Kessler where he assesses claims made by politicians or political 
advocacy groups and gives Pinochios based on the level of accuracy.  
 
NPR – Politics Fact Check  https://www.npr.org/sections/politics-fact-check  
News articles clarifying misleading statements and claims. 
 
Snopes.com https://www.snopes.com/ 
Snopes.com is the go-to destination for debunking strange internet rumors. 
 
Partisan Fact-Checking Sources: 
Liberal:  Media Matters  https://www.mediamatters.org/  
Launched in 2004, Media Matters is a web-based, not-for-profit, 501©(3) progressive research and information 
center dedicated to comprehensively monitoring, analyzing, and correcting conservative misinformation in the 
U.S. media 
Conservative:  NewsBusters  https://www.newsbusters.org/ 
This website devotes itself to “combating liberal media bias.” 
 
 
Follow the Money… Sites that track campaign contributions and spending 
Wisconsin Campaign Finance Information System https://cfis.wi.gov/ 
Check out this website for detailed information as to WHO contributed to all candidates’ campaigns. – Go to 
View Filed Reports to drill down deeper and see what organizations/interest they are affiliated with.  
 
Open Secrets https://www.opensecrets.org/ 
Also known as the Center for Responsive Politics, it tracks money in U. S. politics and its effect on elections and 
public policy.  You can easily track campaign spending and contributions without laboring through the Federal 
Election Commission’s website.  OpenSecrets also tracks the money that the private sector, industry groups, 
unions, and other lobbyists spend to influence Congress. 
 


