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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 
Thursday, August 23, 2018 
Present:  Bob Andruszkiewicz, Marjorie Bunce, Jackie Christner, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn 
Dunning, Pat Everhart, Jan Frase, Dale and Chuck Gable, Bonnie Golden, Carolyn Haar, Constance Heffernan, Ann 
Heywood, Ray Hilficker, Gloria Hochstein, Sharon Hydo, Mike Lindsay, Linda Lodolce, Ann McKinley, Linda 
Norton, Mike O’Brien, Chuck & Connie Russell (recorder), Chris Satz, Robert L. Caribou Schwaderer, Vic 
Sorenson, Charlie Warner 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, August 30, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Dem Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Join a lively conversation about upcoming elections and other current events -- share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Note:  We have a flat-screen TV and laptop available in the Resource Center for anyone who wishes to show a 
website or online resources to the Klatch group. 
***Presentation on August 30:  Charlie Warner will be presenting information about the 93rd Assembly District 
and asking for ideas for developing campaign strategies in her race against incumbent Warren Petryk.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Yard Signs:  Contact the Resource Center or go online to sign up for yard signs for candidates.  Some are 
available now in the office.  You’ll be called when signs are in.  
Annual Thrift Sale:  Sign-up sheets are available both at the office and online, for helping at the annual 
thrift sale and fund raiser on September 8.  Help is needed on Friday for set-up and for the sale on 
Saturday. 
Labor Day Celebration:  Plan to celebrate the LABOR in Labor Day on September 3rd.  A Solidarity Walk 
will begin at 10:30 a.m. from the Gray Street parking Lot, progressing to Phoenix Park, where the rally 
will start at 11:05 a.m. A picnic will follow.  Bring chairs and prepared food to share. The EC County 
Dems will have a table, as well as the Chippewa Valley Votes group. 
 
DISCUSSION 
International Perspectives 
Members who traveled in Europe this summer related experiences talking with people in other countries.  There 
is general agreement that Trump was a bad choice for the US and Europe.  However, some think this “common 
enemy” will make the EU stronger and less dependent on the US.  Europeans are grappling with immigration, 
too, but many also believe it is better to “Build Bridges, Not Walls.”  For Germans, walls are particularly cogent.  
Berlin is at a point in time where it was with a wall for 28 years and now has been without the wall for the past 
28 years. 
 
National News 
“Unindicted Co-Conspirator” – What are the ramifications of the recent indictments and the possibility of 
criminal charges being brought against the president? 
Gerrymandering Case – What is happening in the courts now that the Supreme Court handed down a decision in 
the Gill v Whitford case?  No one present had a clear answer to the question.   
 
Elections & Campaigns 
A new Marquette University Law School poll released Wednesday shows that 69 percent of Republicans are very 
enthused about voting in the November election, compared with 68 percent of Democrats.  This marks the first 
time this year in Marquette polling that Republican enthusiasm was higher than Democrats, although it is within 
the poll’s margin of error.  https://law.marquette.edu/poll/  
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The poll also shows an almost even race between Evers and Walker and between Baldwin and Vukmir. 
Vote Blue 
From now to November 6, it’s imperative to get people to commit to voting and making sure they know that 
voting for Democrats is the best path forward for our future. 
Ideas were tossed out for promoting awareness of the party and the candidates: 

• One member responds to servers who says Thanks for a tip, “I’m a Democrat.  I believe in a Living 
Wage.” 

• Spread the word through your social media contacts.  Urge friends to make sure they vote. 
• Make succinct statements about the key points of comparison between the candidates’ positions and 

experience. 
• Use visible reminders to urge voters to vote for Democrats, e.g., hand out candidate brochures at 

gatherings, put up yard signs, display balloons, wear Democratic party T-shirts 
• Keep reiterating that Democrats embrace differences and do not succumb to vilifying any group. 
• Appeal to people’s need to have an identity:  Have pins or apparel with a simple message such as “Be a 

Voter” or “I Am a Voter.” 
 
State Assembly – Warren Petryk is calling himself an “independent” in his campaign literature.  However, his 
voting record clearly tells a story of strict adherence to the Republican party line. 
Charlie Warner, by contrast, calls herself an “Old fashioned Democrat – Committed to Consensus.” 
 
Get Out the Vote Efforts 
NextGen America – This advocacy group dedicated to turning out the youth vote in key states has set 
up an office in Banbury Place and is ready and willing to work with GOTV efforts throughout the state.  
They will be coordinating with the Chippewa Valley Votes coalition.  NextGen, which is funded by Tom 
Steyer, a billionaire environmentalist and Democratic political donor, is targeting voters ages 18 – 35. 
Chippewa Valley Votes – This coalition is continuing to set up lots of GOTV events.  They are 
encouraging people to have house parties and invite friends and neighbors to come and get up-to-
speed on what to do to make sure they are registered to vote on Nov. 6. 
Candidate Forums – Several local candidate forums are being planned: 
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.; Chippewa Valley Technical College.  Sponsored by Chippewa Valley 
Votes coalition.  The focus will be on the future of voting rights in Wisconsin and will be moderated by 
Selika Ducksworth-Lawton. 
Thursday, Oct. 11, 6:30 – 8:30 p.m.; Chippewa Valley Technical College.  Sponsored by the Chamber of 
Commerce and Leader Telegram. 
Tuesday, Oct. 23, 4:30 p.m.; Grace Lutheran Church, Grand Ave., Sponsored by JONAH and will focus 
on justice issues of criminal justice reform, immigration, and affordable housing.  NextGen is helping 
with this event by providing pizza and other support. 
 
Voting Procedures 
All were again reminded to check out the information on the comprehensive website:  https://myvote.wi.gov 
Voters in assisted-living facilities have the option to vote right at their residences through early absentee voting 
days arranged by the facilities and county/city clerks. 
Re-registration:  some voters are discouraged from going to the polls because they have moved and don’t want 
to bother with the re-registration process.  However, it’s fairly easy to change addresses online through the 
DMV, which then updates the voter registration database.  People who complete the online update at least 20 
days before the election can just go to the appropriate polling site for their new address.  Their Driver’s License 
does NOT have to show the new address to be a validate photo ID.  As long as it’s a Wisconsin Driver’s License 
that is either not expired or expired since Nov. 8, 2016, it is OK to show at the polls to vote. 
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Compassion and Choices https://www.compassionandchoices.org/  
One member brought attention to the Compassion and Choices advocacy group that is working to expand laws 
allowing people to have more control over end-of-life decisions.  Members shared their experiences with setting 
up Advanced Directives, Do Not Resuscitate forms, Powers of Attorney for financial and heath care decisions, 
and the wisdom of making those hard decisions in consultation with family members ahead of time.   
 
Health Care 
This is a critical issue for Wisconsin voters, especially for the many individuals with pre-existing conditions.  With 
a new Governor, BadgerCare can be expanded and Wisconsin can accept federal Medicaid funding.  Wisconsin, 
the only state in the Midwest to decline this funding, loses $1.1 million a day in health care coverage for 
residents. 
 
Community Coalition for Non-Violence 
All are welcome to join this recently-formed local group whose mission is to provide factual demonstrations of 
how violence impacts our community.  The group hopes to address domestic violence, school security, children’s 
play and developmental crises and community wellness.  Contact Jan Frase if you are ready to do something 
about our culture of violence.  Some proposed actions include educating the community on the cost of violence 
by going to various organizations (e.g., parent groups), working with the City-County Health Department, and 
possibly organizing a community Day of Action for Non-Violence. 
 
White Nationalism & Increases in Harassment and Hate Incidents 
News stories about the recent murder of a young woman in Iowa prompted discussion about anti-immigrant 
actions and the rise in hate incidents since November 2016.  In the murder case, the alleged killer is a native of 
Mexico thought to be in the US without documentation.  As one FaceBook post noted:  “Mollie Tibbetts was 
murdered because she told a man to leave her alone while she was jogging.  But because he was an illegal 
immigrant you all wanna advocate for border control instead of against the root of the problem: violence 
towards women for saying no.”   
The President felt compelled to comment on this case, but not about the US born white father in Colorado who 
killed his pregnant wife and children. 
Members shared stories of whites harassing US citizens who are people of color in Rochester and Madison.   
Trump won votes by tapping into the underlying racism in our country, and now we are forced to set aside the 
myth of a “post-racial” society and examine the reality of the tensions dividing our country as we move from a 
white, male-centric society to a more diverse, inclusive one. 
 
Support for Immigrant Children in Detention Centers 
Linda Norton will be coordinating a local project to mail postcards to children in the detention centers.  In either 
English or Spanish, a few words of encouragement lets them know others are thinking of them. 
 
Law Enforcement Concerns 
There was a brief discussion of members’ experiences with law enforcement officers and the question of how 
much training officers receive in negotiation and strategies for diffusing confrontational situations.  Also, the 
culture in many professions dominated by one gender will often influence the behaviors of the group.  About 
88% of officers are male. 
 
Fighting Fake News and Finding Funding Sources 
As a follow-up to last week’s interest in collecting a list of resources that help identify “fake” news sites and 
good, reliable information about candidates and their funding sources, the following list has been started.  (see 
last two pages of notes).   If you have more good sources, bring them to Klatch and share with others.   
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Media Bias  

 
Media Bias/Fact Check https://mediabiasfactcheck.com/  
Using a particular methodology, this site’s author rates news sources along a continuum: Extreme Left – Left – 
Left-Center – Least-Biased – Right-Center – Right – Extreme Right 
 
Political Fact Check Sources 
Politifact https://www.politifact.com/  
Politifact is a project of the Tampa Bay Times that fact-checks claims by politicians at the federa, state, and local 
level, as well as political parties, PACs, and advocacy groups.  Politifact rates the accuracy of these claims on its 
Truth-O-Meter as “True,” “Mostly True,” “Half True False,” and “Pants on Fire.”   
There is a Politifact for Wisconsin:   https://www.politifact.com/wisconsin/  
 
FactCheck.org  https://www.factcheck.org  
Launched in 2003, FactCheck.org is a project of the Annenberg Public Policy Center of the University of 
Pennsylvania.  The site fact-checks claims made by the president, members of Congress, presidential candidates 
and others in the political arena.  It mainly reviews TV ads, debates, speeches, interviews, and news releases.  
The site’s state goal is to “apply the best practices of both journalism and scholarship, and to increase public 
knowledge and understanding.” 
Viral Spiral  https://www.factcheck.org/hot-topics/  is a section of FactCheck.org devoted to 
internet rumors. 
FlackCheck.org http://flackcheck.org/  is a separate vertical of FactCheck.org focusing on false claims in 
campaign ads and other advertising.  The site debunks scientific and health claims. 
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Washington Post’s Fact Checker: 
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/fact-checker/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.abb0a14901fb  
This is a blog run by respected journalist Glenn Kessler where he assesses claims made by politicians or political 
advocacy groups and gives Pinochios based on the level of accuracy.  
 
NPR – Politics Fact Check  https://www.npr.org/sections/politics-fact-check  
News articles clarifying misleading statements and claims. 
 
Snopes.com https://www.snopes.com/ 
Snopes.com is the go-to destination for debunking strange internet rumors. 
 
Partisan Fact-Checking Sources: 
Liberal:  Media Matters  https://www.mediamatters.org/  
Launched in 2004, Media Matters is a web-based, not-for-profit, 501©(3) progressive research and information 
center dedicated to comprehensively monitoring, analyzing, and correcting conservative misinformation in the 
U.S. media 
Conservative:  NewsBusters  https://www.newsbusters.org/ 
This website devotes itself to “combating liberal media bias.” 
 
 
Follow the Money… Sites that track campaign contributions and spending 
Wisconsin Campaign Finance Information System https://cfis.wi.gov/ 
Check out this website for detailed information as to WHO contributed to all candidates’ campaigns. – Go to 
View Filed Reports to drill down deeper and see what organizations/interest they are affiliated with.  
 
Open Secrets https://www.opensecrets.org/ 
Also known as the Center for Responsive Politics, it tracks money in U. S. politics and its effect on elections and 
public policy.  You can easily track campaign spending and contributions without laboring through the Federal 
Election Commission’s website.  OpenSecrets also tracks the money that the private sector, industry groups, 
unions, and other lobbyists spend to influence Congress. 
 
Polling Sources 
 
FiveThirtyEight has rated the reliability of pollsters based on methodology and historical accuracy: 
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/pollster-ratings/  


