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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, September 20, 2018 
Present:  Jeanie Aloia, Bob Andruszkiewica, Lee Beier, Marjorie Bunce, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, 
Pat Everhart, Dale and Chuck Gable, Judy Gatlin, Bobbi Green, Gail Halmstad, Constance Heffernan, Ann 
Heywood, Carole Johnson, Pam Lee, Linda Lodolce, Ann McKinley, Linda Norton, Mike O’Brien, Connie Russell 
(recorder), John Sandquist, Jessica Schmidt, Robert Caribou Schwaderer, Liz Spencer, Vic Sorenson, Jim Stefanic, 
Charlie Warner, Eleanor Wolf 

UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, September 27, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Join a lively conversation about upcoming elections and other current events -- share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Note:  We have a flat-screen TV and laptop available in the Resource Center for anyone who wishes to show a 
website or online resources to the Klatch group. 
Divided We Fall (2016):  Wednesday, October 17; 7:30 – 10 p.m.; Woodland Theater, Davies Center, UW Eau 
Claire; Documentary about the resistance to the attack on collective bargaining for public workers – the first 
item in the austerity agenda advanced by Governor Schott Walker’s administration.  The film gets beneath the 
surface of the mass protests, chants, and rallies to shed light on what really happened in Madison in 2011 – with 
the aim of starting a dialogue about how we might succeed next time.  Directed, written, and produced by 
Katherine M. Acosta.  Admission is free.  Discussion will follow the screening. 
The Rise of Hoaxes and Fake News:  Thursday, October 18; 7 – 9:30 p.m.; Schofield Hall Auditorium, UW Eau 
Claire.  First program in the 2028-2019 “Forum Series.  Author Kevin Young has gathered a unique collection of 
“fake news,” and has compiled a book that exposes it as a long-standing tradition in the U.S., explaining how it 
has come to dominate the jargon of the current landscape.  A member recommends reading Young’s book:  
Bunk: The Rise of Hoaxes, Humbug, Plagiarists, Phonies, Post-Facts, and Fake News. 
Other Forum programs this year that may be of interest to members: 
Wed., Feb. 13: Looking Back While Looking Forward: Partisan Gerrymandering in Wisconsin. 
Wed., April 10: Forecasting Our Future: Climate Change and Extreme Weather 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
The New York Times – A limited time office will get you the NYT for $1 a week. 
https://www.nytimes.com/subscription/multiproduct/lp8KQBN.html?campaignId=67HX6&gclid=EAIaIQobChMIl
e-srKPR3QIVWbjACh2O4Q11EAAYASAAEgJz8PD_BwE&dclid=CJLhmrCj0d0CFVRxAQod0LkAYA 
 

DISCUSSION 
Update on Eau Claire County Temporary Moratorium on CAFOs 
The proposed ordinance was on the Eau Claire County Board’s agenda on Tuesday night as a 1st Reading.  The 
rules of the body require a 1st Reading notice at one meeting, with action taken at the following meeting when 
listed as a 2nd Reading on the agenda, unless action is taken to suspend the rules.  A motion to suspend the rules 
was made and seconded, but failed to get a 2/3rds vote.  Therefore, this proposal will be acted upon at the next 
Board meeting on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 7 p.m., at the EC County Government Center, , 721 Oxford Ave.  During the 
public comment period, however, a number of individuals spoke in favor of the ordinance and a few farmers 
expressed opposition.  If passed, this ordinance would impose a temporary moratorium in Eau Claire County on 
the expansion and creation of large-scale livestock facilities pending a 12-month study.   
Two business-lobbying groups, the WMC (Wisconsin Manufacturing & Commerce) and the Farm Bureau, oppose 
moratoriums by counties.   
The aftermath of Hurricane Florence and on-going pollution in the Carolinas speaks to the problems of large 
factory farms.  See:   https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/contaminated-florence-storm-waters-pose-dire-
threat-environmental-group-warns  
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While Wisconsin may not have hurricanes, the predictions are that Midwest precipitation is going to rise in the 
next decade.  The current regulations, even if they are enforced, may not be adequate to prevent widespread 
contamination.  The economics of large farming need to be examined, given the trends we are seeing.  Demand 
for pork in China, one of the largest buyers of pork, is decreasing.  Farmers are losing money on milk and soy 
bean production, which are always subject to the market fluctuations.  The old mantra of “Expand or Die” is still 
driving the priority of capitalistic principles over democratic principles. 
ACTION NEEDED: 
Citizens can contact Board supervisors, make a 3-minute statement during the public comment period at the 
beginning of the meeting, or file a written statement supporting the action.  Contact info for supervisors can be 
found at: https://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/government/county-board/district-representatives     

 
Conversion Therapy – The County Board also unanimously passed a resolution requesting and supporting the 
efforts of Wisconsin, the federal government, cities and villages in Eau Claire County to regulate conversion 
therapy and prohibit paid conversion therapy by mental health professionals to persons under the age of 18.  
This was a resolution because counties do not have the authority to regulate this practice. 
Copies of both the Moratorium proposal and the Conversion Therapy resolution are in the agenda packet: 
https://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/home/showdocument?id=27006  
 
Supreme Court Nomination – There was a short discussion of recent events around Kavanaugh’s nomination 
process and potential fall-out from an accusation of sexual assault.  Many are questioning why the accuser is 
requesting an FBI investigation and Kavanaugh is not.  There have been comparisons to the proceedings during 
Clarence Thomas’ senate judiciary review and the treatment of Anita Hill who testified about Thomas’ sexual 
harassment actions.  

 
State Elections & Campaigns – Charlie Warner joined Klatch to give an update on her very active campaign in 
the 93rd Assembly District.  This is one of the most egregious examples of partisan gerrymandering in the state.  
Even if ALL Democrats voted for Charlie, she wouldn’t win.  The key to flipping this district is to get out the vote 
among independents and previous non-voters, especially moderate Republican-leaning voters who are glad to 
see someone running again Petryk, who has run unopposed in the election.   There are 9000 AARP members in 
the district and Charlie thinks they should have someone representing them who looks like them.  We need to 
argue for a balance in our state government, so laws won’t be passed in the middle of night with no public input. 
Tell all your friends and relatives in the towns of Union, Brunswick, etc., to vote for a choice this time. 
All are urged to consider helping out with canvassing – for both Charlie and Jeff Smith (the districts overlap). 
Join the fun on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 4 p.m. at the 4-Mile Restaurant & Bar, S5786 Hwy 37, to meet with farmers in 
the district. 
Polls:  The September Marquette University Law School Poll show Tony Evers will a lead over Scott Walker and 
Tammy Baldwin over Leah Vukmir.  https://news.marquette.edu/news-releases/new-marquette-law-school-
poll-finds-evers-baldwin-with-leads-among-wisconsin-voters/  
 
Citizen Engagement and Voting – Discussion covered a number of topics related to voting. 

• Attend the upcoming candidate forums.   

• Be sure to look into voting absentee if unable to vote in person on Nov. 6.  The city may now be e-
mailing forms to voters. 

• There is a movement to change to an Automated Voter Registration system in Wisconsin.  Other states 
have more convenient systems for voters, e.g., by mail.  Such systems could save money on paying poll 
workers, space rental and voting machines.   

• Even with our current system, voter turn-out has been higher than predicted and is expected to be 
higher this year than past mid-term elections.  More ballots are being ordered by the County Clerk. 

• Absentee voting in person is held at City Hall in the weeks prior to the election.  The hours are 8 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Monday through Friday.  Madison has moved to have hours during the weekends at other 
locations.  For residents in assisted living and nursing homes, election workers go to the facilities to 
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conduct absentee voting.  For anyone who is unable to vote in person any more, they can easily sign up 
to be a “permanent” absentee voter and have an absentee ballot automatically mailed to them. 

 
Economic Perspectives – Why is GDP (Gross Domestic Product) the only measure of economic prosperity?   
What are the solutions to farming troubles?  Canada sets a market-price for produce, which as saved their rural 
economies and farms.  The consumer pays more, but is cheap food worth having polluted water?  The farm 
subsidies set years ago (based on prices in Eau Claire), have created rules geared to large farms and owners of 
large tracts of land.  Should the consumer or the producer set the price of food?  If quality food costs more to 
produce, the producer should be able to command a fair price.  The market is also influenced by cheap labor.  
Sixty per cent of Wisconsin farmers depend on immigrant labor and the immigration laws create barriers for 
both the farmers and the workers. 
We need to hear more from the candidates on this issue. 
 
Accountable Capitalism – Senator Elizabeth Warren has put forth a proposal, called the Accountable Capitalism 
bill, that would require corporate boards to include workers, such as is the case in Germany. 
https://www.wsj.com/articles/companies-shouldnt-be-accountable-only-to-shareholders-1534287687 
 
Student Loan Debt – members discussed the various negatives impacts of the rising student loan debt.  Unlike 
other loans, these loans cannot be re-financed and cannot be forgiven through bankruptcy, the result of the 
banking industry’s profit interest in these loans.  Having this debt impedes house financing and other aspects of 
graduates’ ability to get ahead.  It’s estimated that student loan debt now exceeds credit card debt in this 
country.  Is Sanders’ proposal of “free” college the answer?   
Take time to look at both Evers’ and Walker’s proposals for addressing this issue in Wisconsin. 

https://www.wsj.com/articles/companies-shouldnt-be-accountable-only-to-shareholders-1534287687

