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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, September 27, 2018 
Present:  Marjorie Bunce, Jill Christopherson, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Jan Frase, Dale Gable, 
Bonnie Golden, Gail Halmstad, Constance Heffernan, Gloria Hochstein, Sharon Hydo, Bob Matthews, Ann 
McKinley, Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, Jessi Schmidt, Kathy Tuttle, Charlie Warner, Eleanor Wolf,  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, October 4, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Join a lively conversation about upcoming elections and other current events -- share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Note:  We have a flat-screen TV and laptop available in the Resource Center for anyone who wishes to show a 
website or online resources to the Klatch group. 
Candidates Energy Forum:  Wednesday, October 3; 10 – 11:30 a.m.; Florian Gardens Conference Center, 2340 
Lorch Ave.  Join a discussion about energy issues with area state legislative candidates.  Public is invited. 
Audience will have the opportunity to ask questions.  Refreshments will be served.  Sponsored by Eau Claire 
Energy Cooperative, Eau Claire Area EDC, Eau Claire Chamber of Commerce and the Chippewa Valley Home 
Builders Association. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
It’s a Girl! – Terry Anjir is the proud grandma of a baby girl. 
Saturday Festivities – Arrangements for participation in the International Fall Festival were discussed.  EC Dems 
will have a presence!! 
Dark Money Documentary   will be on PBS Monday, Oct. 1 at 9 p.m.  If some members are able to watch it, this 
could be a topic of discussion at a future Klatch. 

 
DISCUSSION 
State Elections & Campaigns  
Chris Kapsner Campaign 
With all of the candidates campaigning in our immediate district, we can’t forget about the candidates in nearby 
districts who need our help.  Chris Kapsner is the ER physician running against Kathy Bernier for the 23rd Senate 
seat opened up with Terry Moulton’s retirement.  Kapsner’s platform emphasizes public education, health care 
and prescription drug coverage.  His stands oppose Bernier’s on a number of issues:  (1) accepting federal 
Medicaid funding, (2)  rolling back tax-payer funding of private K-12 voucher schools, and (3) pushing for a non-
partisan re-drawing of state legislative districts. 
See Chris’ website for more details:  https://www.kapsnerforsenate.com/  
To support Chris, do some canvassing, which can overlap with Wendy Sue Johnson who is running for the 
Assembly.  And, attend an event on Sunday, October 21 from 2- 5 p.m. at By-the-Willow in down town 
Chippewa Falls. 
 

Update on Eau Claire County Temporary Moratorium on CAFOs 
The proposed ordinance to place a temporary 12-month moratorium on large livestock operations will be on the 
agenda of the Eau Claire County Board on Tuesday, Oct. 2, 7 p.m., at the EC County Government Center, 721 
Oxford Ave.  A copy of the proposed ordinance is part of the agenda packet found on the County’s website:   
https://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/Home/ShowDocument?id=27263   The agenda has been changed, however, to 
also include a report by Greg Leonard from the Land Conservation department.  Citizens can contact Board 
supervisors, make a 3-minute statement during the public comment period at the beginning of the meeting, or 
file a written statement supporting the action.  Contact info for supervisors can be found at: 
https://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/government/county-board/district-representatives     
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An opinion piece by Libby Stupak was published in Monday’s Leader-Telegram:  
http://www.leadertelegram.com/Opinion/2018/10/01/div-class-libPageBodyLinebreak-Calling-for-CAFO-
analysis-div.html  
 
Community Coalition for Non-Violence 
All were encouraged to participate in the United Nations International Day of Non-Violence.  Our local, non-
partisan Community Coalition for Non-Violence will gather on Tuesday, October 2 at Noon in the Phoenix Park 
Pavilion.  The Coalition’s mission is to factually communicate how violence impacts our community and to 
generate positive changes. This rally will address what we can do beyond “thoughts and prayers.”  The emphasis 
will be on taking a cultural approach and a focus on mental health to promote peaceful practices. 
Join community members to hear a number of local leaders speak about this issue and maybe hear a little music.  
The group discussed ways of generating community interest in attending the rally. 
 
Affordable Housing 
Jill Christopherson, City Council representative for District 4, reviewed recent events related to addressing the 
problem of the housing shortage in Eau Claire and requested input from members about possible work toward 
solutions.  The Council held a public hearing on the issue and heard testimony from a variety of stakeholders.  
Although the tendency is to gravitate toward focusing on homeless individuals, the problem is actually more 
widespread across the spectrum of potential home buyers/renters.  A JONAH task force is focusing on families 
and persons with low-income.  But, the shortage of housing stock affects middle-income working couples as well 
as those seeking high-end homes/rentals.  To some extent, the housing stock may be diminished by the number 
of students in this area who occupy rental property.  This is not a problem unique to Eau Claire.  Across the 
nation, the amount of income people have available for house payments/rent has been diminishing as the share 
of their income has increased for other needs, such as medical care.  The construction industry has experienced 
rapid cost increases due to tariffs, materials shortages resulting from natural disasters, and labor shortages.  
A Chippewa Valley Affordable Housing Task Force has been formed, an initiative of the Planners from Eau Claire 
and Altoona.  The Task Force has held two sessions thus far and will be doing a “deep dive” during an upcoming 
3rd session.  The goal is to soften the silos and self-interest.   
 
Supreme Court Nomination – The question was asked, “How do we protest, either collectively or individually, 
against the appointment of Brett Kavenaugh to the Court?  Recent advisories have been posted suggesting that 
people should not be contacting the swing votes in the Senate because non-constituent calls and e-mails are 
clogging up the system and stopping constituent communications from getting through to the Senators.  Call 
your own Senators.  
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