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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, October 4, 2018 
Present:  Jean Aloia, Bob Andruszkiewica, Margot Bouchard, Chris Hambuch-Boyle, Steve Boyle, Marjorie Bunce, 
Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Jodi Emerson, Pat Everhart, Ann Francis, Judy Gatlin, 
Laura Goetz, Bonnie Golden, Yvonne Goth, Carolyn Haar, Ann Heywood, Gloria Hochstein, Carole Johnson, 
Richard Kraemer, Mike Lindsay, Bob Matthews, Ann McKinley, Linda Norton, Connie Russell (recorder), John 
Sandquist, Kate Shannon, Robert Caribou Schwaderer, Vic Sorenson, Deb Wagoner, Eleanor Wolf, Christina 
Yocca 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, October 11 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Join a lively conversation about upcoming elections and other current events -- share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Note:  We have a flat-screen TV and laptop available in the Resource Center for anyone who wishes to show a 
website or online resources to the Klatch group. 
Candidate Forums: 
Tuesday, Oct. 9, 5:30 – 8:30 p.m.; Chippewa Valley Technical College.  Sponsored by Chippewa Valley Votes 
coalition.  The focus will be on the future of voting rights in Wisconsin and will be moderated by Selika 
Ducksworth-Lawton.  Thus far, no Republicans have accepted the invitation to participate.   
Thursday, Oct. 11, 6:30 –9:00 p.m.; Chippewa Valley Technical College.  Following the Forum Q&A, there will 
time to meet and greet individual candidates.  Sponsored by the Chamber of Commerce and Leader Telegram. 
https://www.facebook.com/events/246750136039342/  
Tuesday, Oct. 23, 4:30 p.m.; Grace Lutheran Church, Grand Ave., Sponsored by JONAH and will focus on justice 
issues of criminal justice reform, immigration, and affordable housing.  NextGen is helping with this event by 
providing pizza and other support. 
Political “Party”:  Wednesday, Oct. 17; 5 – 6:30 p.m.; Forage, Banbury Place, 930 Galloway St., Building 13; 2nd 
floor. (Enter Building 13 by Green Awning and follow signs to 2nd floor, Suite 212; A freight elevator is available).  
Join Democrats and other progressives for some camaraderie and time to meet with candidates.  This gathering 
will be in lieu of the monthly business meeting.  WE NEED VOLUNTEERS TO BRING SOME FOOD!  If you can 
contribute to the festivities, please bring some light appetizers or other charcuterie to Forage by 4:30 p.m. 
The Rise of Hoaxes and Fake News:  Thursday, October 18; 7 – 9:30 p.m.; Schofield Hall Auditorium, UW Eau 
Claire.  First program in the 2028-2019 “Forum Series.  Author Kevin Young has gathered a unique collection of 
“fake news,” and has compiled a book that exposes it as a long-standing tradition in the U.S., explaining how it 
has come to dominate the jargon of the current landscape.  A member recommends reading Young’s book:  
Bunk: The Rise of Hoaxes, Humbug, Plagiarists, Phonies, Post-Facts, and Fake News to understand how racism 
and sexism are at the root of most misinformation, myths, and conspiracies. 
Beyond the Headlines -- Building Trust: Eau Claire and Its Journalists Engage on Poverty 
Various dates, times, locations throughout the month of October. 
https://beyondtheheadlineswisconsin.org/eau-claire  
This will be a series of events and activities (exhibits, readings, movies, panels, discussions) exploring what can 
happen when journalists and community members come together to examine news coverage of poverty issues 
in Eau Claire.  Join your neighbors to work together, building trust one story at a time. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Resource Center Hours – Hours have been extended during this election gear-up period.  Monday – Saturday 
from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Food for Volunteers – We will again have some hot food and refreshments for volunteers on Saturdays.  Contact 
Ann McKinley (ann.c.mckinley@gamil.com) if you can bring a crock pot of soup or other hot dish, or other 
munchies for the canvassing troops. 

https://www.facebook.com/events/246750136039342/
https://beyondtheheadlineswisconsin.org/eau-claire
mailto:ann.c.mckinley@gamil.com
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Vice President Pence will be in Eau Claire on Wednesday night, Oct. 10.  There is interest in organizing a 
counter-protest press conference.  The location of the closed-door fund-raiser has not been made public.  It’s 
not surprising that the VP is stopping here, as Eau Claire is a major media market for western Wisconsin. 
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/10/02/vice-president-mike-pence-visit-
wisconsin-stump-scott-walker/1502917002/  

 
International Fall Festival Recap 
Members who took on the chilly weather last Saturday to staff the Dems’ booth and march in the parade 
reported having a great time with lots of positive interaction with Festival goers.  Support for Dems was 
expressed with applause, and even a few donations!  The three highest-interest issues (determined by the 
marbles in the issues jars) were: Living Wage, Public Education, and Environment.  One young person asked 
where the “gun control” jar was.  We should consider adding a jar for that issue next time. 

 
Recommended Reading 
Trump and the Aristocracy of Fraud, by Paul Krugman, New York Times, October 4, 2018: 
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/04/opinion/donald-trump-fred-taxes-fraud.html  

 
DISCUSSION 
Elections 
The Campaign Trail – Members were reminded of the effectiveness of door-to-door canvassing and talking to 
voters in person.  Some Trump voters may be wavering in their support given the treatment of Christine Blasey-
Ford during the Kavenaugh hearings, particularly women who have, or know women who have, experienced 
sexual assault.  At this point in the campaign, canvassers are visiting the doors of voters in the “Persuasion 
universe,” which includes voters who are thought to be Republican, based on consumer habits and other 
factors.  Closer to the election, the walk-sheets will focus on Democrats during the “Motivation universe” phase. 
 
Getting Out the Vote 
Local efforts abound in getting eligible citizens registered to vote. 

• The Eau Claire Area School Board approved a requirement that all high school seniors have the 
necessary information necessary to register to vote. 

• City Hall is still seeking election workers.  Training is happening this week. 

• “Early” – In-person Absentee Voting will take place for City residents from Monday, Oct. 15 through 
Friday, Nov. 2; from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Elections Office (the lower level of the fire station, access 
through the ally behind City Hall at 203 S. Farwell St.  City Hall is closed for remodeling.)  People need to 
remember to bring their Photo ID to vote.  For residents of other cities, villages, or townships, voters will 
need to check with the clerk for those areas to find out days and hours to cast an absentee ballot. 

• Oct 17 is the deadline to change addresses and re-register online.  Note:  People need to use the name 
exactly as it appears on their Driver’s License! 

• If registering to vote in person at the Elections Office, voters need to bring Proof of Residency, such as a 
current Driver’s License with their current address, a utility bill, credit card statement, apartment lease. 

• Good websites for information: 
o www.Myvote.wi.gov  
o www.ballotpedia.org  

 
Tony Evers in National News 
The November/December issue of Mother Jones features Tony Evers in an article, “How Pissed-Off Parents and 
Teachers Could Expel Walker from Office.” 
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/10/tony-evers-profile-scott-walker-wisconsin-education-teachers/  
 

https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/10/02/vice-president-mike-pence-visit-wisconsin-stump-scott-walker/1502917002/
https://www.jsonline.com/story/news/politics/elections/2018/10/02/vice-president-mike-pence-visit-wisconsin-stump-scott-walker/1502917002/
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/10/04/opinion/donald-trump-fred-taxes-fraud.html
http://www.myvote.wi.gov/
http://www.ballotpedia.org/
https://www.motherjones.com/politics/2018/10/tony-evers-profile-scott-walker-wisconsin-education-teachers/
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Candidate Energy Forum Recap 
Members who attended the recent candidate forum organized by the Eau Claire Energy Cooperative 
commented on the repetitive Republican pride in the low unemployment figures.  None of the candidates, 
however, talked about stagnant wages, wage compression, the need for people to work two or more jobs, the 
reduction in disposable income due to health insurance costs, etc.  The Foxconn workers will likely only make 
about $30,000 a year, which is only slightly about the federal poverty line for a family of four.  A Single-payer 
health care system would alleviate many problems with the current system, but insurance companies are very 
well-funded lobbyists in the legislature and Congress.  The high cost of insurance is a burden for workers, but 
also for employers, some of whom are beginning to advocate for change. 
Also, the unemployment figures may be artificially low, since the data is based on those receiving 
unemployment benefits, and do not count all out-of-work job-seekers or those who are underemployed. 
The charge that Democrats will take your guns away should be countered with Republicans will take your 
weekends away. 
It has been reported that Amazon’s wage hike will come with some benefit cuts: 
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/amazon-minimum-wage-hike-compensation-
cuts_us_5bb573d2e4b028e1fe3a6ba9  
Related Article by Matthew Desmond in the September 11 issue of the New York Times magazine:  
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/11/magazine/americans-jobs-poverty-homeless.html  
68th Assembly Race  

Wendy Sue Johnson and her Republican opponent, Jesse James, were interviewed by Rich Kremer on the 
September 24 edition of WPR’s The West Side.    

Listen here:   https://www.wpr.org/shows/west-side-september-24-2018-0  
 
Environmental Concerns 
Update on Eau Claire County Temporary Moratorium on CAFOs 
The Board passed on a 23 – 5 vote an amended ordinance to place a temporary 6-month (instead of 12-month) 
moratorium on large livestock operations.  The next step is for a study committee to begin its work, which is 
expected to be completed by April 1.  Kudos to the citizens who brought this need to the Planning and 
Development committee.  Failure to adequately study and control factory farms has led to the notion that Iowa 
is a “sacrifice” state for hog producers, https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/iowa/articles/2018-01-
26/report-calls-for-hog-farm-moratorium-new-permit-system  similar to West Virginia’s fate as a “sacrifice” 
state for coal production. https://sojo.net/articles/west-virginia-where-energy-rules-subjects-suffer  
Frac Sand Mining: Upcoming Events 

• Wed., Oct. 24, 7 p.m., Fall Creek Public Library – Thomas W. Pearson will discuss his book, When the 
Hills are Gone: Frac Sand Mining and the Struggle for Community as part of the Chippewa Valley Book 
Festival. 

• The Save the Hills Alliance is hosting a presentation:  Our Legal Private Property Rights and Northwest 
Wisconsin Air Quality Health Risk Findings on Saturday, Oct. 20, from 1 – 3:30 p.m. in Mondovi at the 
Roger Marten Community Center, 120 S. Franklin St (just south of US 10 in the City of Mondovi). 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/?realm=uwec.edu&path=/attachmentlightbox  
 
Public School Funding 
Based on the hearings of this year’s Blue Ribbon Commission on Public School Funding, the Wisconsin Public 
Education Network (WPEN) has developed a list of the Top 5 Talking Points: 

1. Fix the school funding formula to prioritize student needs over property values. 
2. Work for funding fairness by resolving revenue limit disparities. 
3. Restore funding to public schools, including increases in the state’s obligation to meet mandated costs 

of special education. 
4. Respect educators with hiring incentives and high standards of licensure. 
5. Demand full accountability for all private and privately-operated schools receiving tax dollars and stop 

further expansion of the existing voucher program. 

https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/amazon-minimum-wage-hike-compensation-cuts_us_5bb573d2e4b028e1fe3a6ba9
https://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/amazon-minimum-wage-hike-compensation-cuts_us_5bb573d2e4b028e1fe3a6ba9
https://www.nytimes.com/2018/09/11/magazine/americans-jobs-poverty-homeless.html
https://www.wpr.org/shows/west-side-september-24-2018-0
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/iowa/articles/2018-01-26/report-calls-for-hog-farm-moratorium-new-permit-system
https://www.usnews.com/news/best-states/iowa/articles/2018-01-26/report-calls-for-hog-farm-moratorium-new-permit-system
https://sojo.net/articles/west-virginia-where-energy-rules-subjects-suffer
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/?realm=uwec.edu&path=/attachmentlightbox
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WPEN has been involved this year in giving input to the DPI budget request.  One of the outcomes of this 
collaboration was an increased “ask” for special education.  Also, our local ECASD School Board passed a 
resolution related to increasing Special Education funding to match what is given to Voucher/Private Schools: 
https://www.ecasd.us/ECASD/media/District-Site/PDFs/Board/Support-Increasing-SPED-Funding.pdf 
Other school districts are doing similar resolutions. 
Presently, the DPI is requesting 30% Special Ed funding the first year of the biennium budget and 60% in the 
second year.  Most districts are advocating for the 90% afforded voucher schools using the Special Education 
Scholarship opportunities – a greatly increasing cost. 
This is a question that should be asked of all candidates – both parties, both state and federal – how are you 
going to work for adequate funding of our public schools? 
 
Property Assessments 
Most have received their revised property assessments.  The question was raised as to whether landlords may 
be forced to raise rents, adding to the affordable housing problem in the city. 
 
Supreme Court Nomination – President Trump’s mocking of Dr. Christine Blasey Ford at a recent rally in 
Mississippi ignited a discussion about why girls don’t want to report sexual assaults.  Like boys who have also 
been the victims of assault, there is shame, guilt, and fear of not being believed (priest scandal).  The question 
was asked:  How do we talk to men who don’t “get it?” – who can’t understand the trauma of assault?  Many 
men and women, however, have had direct or indirect experience with sexual aggression and assault and 
believe what Blasey Ford said.  It seemed that Kavanaugh took a page out of the Trump Drama playbook when 
answering the charges, which was more offensive than if he had admitted his past mistakes and calmly stated he 
is a different man now.  But, his sense of white male privilege was on display during his emotional, angry rant 
against the Democrats, Clintons, etc.  The vote is soon.  All are urged to call their Senators, even the one who 
thinks Blasey Ford suffers from “false memories.”  Beyond questions of his past behavior, is Kavenaugh the most 
qualified, having never argued a case in court?  

 


