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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, October 11, 2018 
Present:  Jean Aloia, Bob Andruszkiewica, Jackie, Christner, Chris Hambuch-Boyle, Steve Boyle, Marjorie Bunce, 
Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Pat Everhart, Jan Frase, Judy Gatlin, Bonnie Golden, 
Yvonne Goth, Bobbi Green, Gail Halmstad, Linda Ladolce, Mike Lindsay, Bob Matthews, Ann McKinley, Linda 
Norton, Mike O’Brien, Connie Russell (recorder), Jessica Ryan, Kate Shannon, Liz Spencer, Rick Sumerfeld, Kathy 
Tuttle, Deb Wagoner, Charlie Warner, Sally Witte, Robert Wojnowski, Eleanor Wolf 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Engage + Vote + Win! party:  Wednesday, Oct. 17; 5 – 6:30 p.m.; Forage, Banbury Place, 930 Galloway St., 
Building 13; 2nd floor. (Enter Building 13 by Green Awning and follow signs to 2nd floor, Suite 212; A freight 
elevator is available).  
Join Democrats and other progressives for some camaraderie and time to meet with candidates.  This gathering 
will be in lieu of the monthly business meeting.  Join your progressive friends for an energizing evening featuring 
Democratic candidates, live music, good conversation, and fun!  Bring friends, meet Dems and progressives, pick 
up yard signs., and learn how you can help with the final campaign push before Nov. 6.  Music and appetizers 
will be provided.  No admission charge.  Cash bar. 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, October 18, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Join a lively conversation about upcoming elections and other current events -- share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Note:  We have a flat-screen TV and laptop available in the Resource Center for anyone who wishes to show a 
website or online resources to the Klatch group. 
Chris Kapsner for the 23rd Senate district event:  Sunday, October 21 from 2 – 5 p.m. at Bye the Willow Lounge 
and Event Center, 501 N. High St., Chippewa Falls. 
JONAH’s Celebration:  Sunday, October 21; 4 – 6:30 p.m.; Eau Claire Children’s Theater, 1814 N. Oxford Ave. 
“We All Do Better, When We All Do Better” is a celebration of JONAH’s 11 years of activism.  Hors d’oeuvres, 
desserts and beverages.  Live music and a Silent Auction begin at 4 p.m.  Tickets $25 through the link below; $30 
at the door.  No admission charge for children under 12. 
https://volumeonetickets.org/events/58759300/we-all-do-better-when-we-all-do-better  
Race to Justice Candidate Forum:  Tuesday, October 23; 4:30 – 7:30 p.m.;  Grace Lutheran Church, 202 W. 
Grand Ave.  Hosted by JONAH and Chippewa Valley EXPO (EX-Incarcerated People organizing).  Doors open at 
4:30 p.m.  pizza and post card writing.  Forum begins at 5:30 p.m.; Topics: TAD and Criminal Justice Reform, 
Immigration, and Affordable Housing.  7 – 7:30:  Justice Not Jails Vigil 
Thus far, only Democratic candidates have accepted the invitation to participate in the Forum. 
Ending Homelessness in Eau Claire:  Thursday, October 25; 1:00 – 3:00 p.m.,  RCU Corporate Center, 200 
Riverfront Terrace.  Erin Healy, national expert on collaborative problem-solving with many years of working on 
homelessness, is facilitating a community conversation to develop a plan to end homelessness in Eau Claire.  The 
event is being sponsored by the City of Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, and others. 
Frac Sand Mining: Upcoming Events 

• Wed., Oct. 24, 7 p.m., Fall Creek Public Library – Thomas W. Pearson will discuss his book, When the 
Hills are Gone: Frac Sand Mining and the Struggle for Community as part of the Chippewa Valley Book 
Festival. 

• The Save the Hills Alliance is hosting a presentation:  Our Legal Private Property Rights and Northwest 
Wisconsin Air Quality Health Risk Findings on Saturday, Oct. 20, from 1 – 3:30 p.m. in Mondovi at the 
Roger Marten Community Center, 120 S. Franklin St (just south of US 10 in the City of Mondovi). 

https://outlook.office365.com/owa/?realm=uwec.edu&path=/attachmentlightbox  
30th Annual Eau Claire Hmong New Year Celebration:  November 10 & 11th; Eau Claire Indoor Sports Center, 
3456 Craig Road.  Open 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. on both Saturday and Sunday with night entertainment scheduled for 
Saturday from 7 p.m. to midnight.  Plans are being made to have voter information available at the event. 

https://volumeonetickets.org/events/58759300/we-all-do-better-when-we-all-do-better
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/?realm=uwec.edu&path=/attachmentlightbox
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Resource Center Hours – Hours have been extended during this election gear-up period.  Monday – Saturday 
from 10 a.m. – 8 p.m. and Sundays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Food for Volunteers – We will again have some hot food and refreshments for volunteers on Saturdays.  Contact 
Ann McKinley (ann.c.mckinley@gamil.com) if you can bring a crock pot of soup or other hot dish, or other 
munchies for the canvassing troops. 
County Budget Survey – If you have not already done so, you can still submit your views on Eau Claire County 
budget priorities through November 1st.  https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MGMBHGT  
ICE Activity in our local area – El Centro de Conexión de Chippewa Valley is holding meetings related to helping 
immigrants who may be detained by Immigration and Customs Enforcement agents.  They are also collecting 
items for the families. 

Recommended Reading & Viewing 
Chasing the Scream: The First and the Last Days of the War on Drugs (2015) Johann Hari, a British writer and 
journalist, examines the history and impact of drug criminalization.  His in-depth reporting shows that our way 
of dealing with drugs and addiction needs a complete overhaul beginning with the full legalization and 
decriminalization of all drugs.  Other countries have a more humane approach to dealing with addictions. 
Legislative Candidate Forums:  If you missed the forum at CVTC on Thursday, Oct. 11 (where BOTH Republicans 
and Democrats showed up), it was recorded by Valley Media Works: 
http://www.valleymediaworks.org/blog/2018/10/12/wisconsin-legislative-candidate-forum/ 
Leader Telegram article covering the event: http://www.leadertelegram.com/News/Front-
Page/2018/10/12/div-class-libPageBodyLinebreak-Foxconn-prompts-disagreement-div.html  
The Candidate Forum on Oct. 9 sponsored by Chippewa Valley Votes was also recorded: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyH5E-KSfNk&t=2s 
 

DISCUSSION 
Elections 
Getting Out the Vote – There was a demonstration of the MyVote website, showing how easy it is for voters to 
check their voting history, to see if they are registered and ready to go for voting in the Nov. 6 election.  This is 
an easy way to help friends, relatives, and neighbors confirm their voter registration status and find out about 
using absentee voting. 
Also, the easy-to-use Ballotpedia website is an excellent source of information for all voters to check to see who 
and what will be on the ballot for their district.  For example, Eau Claire county will have two referenda this 
time: (non-partisan re-districting & cannabis legalization).  Encourage everyone you know to get familiar with 
these websites: 

o www.Myvote.wi.gov  
o www.ballotpedia.org  

• “Early” – In-person Absentee Voting for City residents is from Monday, Oct. 15 through Friday, Nov. 2; 
from 8 a.m. – 5 p.m. at the Elections Office (the lower level of the fire station, access through the ally 
behind City Hall at 203 S. Farwell St.  City Hall is closed for remodeling.)  People need to remember to 
bring their Photo ID to vote.  For residents of other cities, villages, or townships, voters will need to 
check with the clerk for those areas to find out days and hours to cast an absentee ballot. 

• Oct 17 is the deadline to change addresses and re-register online.  Note:  People need to use the name 
exactly as it appears on their Driver’s License! 

• If registering to vote in person at the Elections Office, voters need to bring Proof of Residency, such as a 
current Driver’s License with their current address, a utility bill, credit card statement, apartment lease. 

Senate District 23 – Chris Kapsner, a physician and farmer, is up against Kathy Bernier for the district previously 
represented by Terry Moulton.  His platform includes the expansion of BadgerCare. 
To support Chris, plan to join supporters on Sunday, October 21 from 2 – 5 p.m. at Bye the Willow Lounge and 
Event Center, 501 N. High St., Chippewa Falls. 

mailto:ann.c.mckinley@gamil.com
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/MGMBHGT
http://www.valleymediaworks.org/blog/2018/10/12/wisconsin-legislative-candidate-forum/
http://www.leadertelegram.com/News/Front-Page/2018/10/12/div-class-libPageBodyLinebreak-Foxconn-prompts-disagreement-div.html
http://www.leadertelegram.com/News/Front-Page/2018/10/12/div-class-libPageBodyLinebreak-Foxconn-prompts-disagreement-div.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=GyH5E-KSfNk&t=2s
http://www.myvote.wi.gov/
http://www.ballotpedia.org/
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Attorney General race: Josh Kaul & Brad Schimel – The issue of requiring insurance carriers to cover enrollees 
with pre-existing conditions is one point of contention in this race.  Despite GOP candidates’ recent promises, it 
should be noted that Schimel and Wisconsin joined the Texas lawsuit to get pre-existing condition in the ACA 
declared invalid.  Kaul said he would try to get Wisconsin out of the case.   
Wisconsin Public Television hosted a debate between the two candidates on Friday, Oct. 12: 
https://www.wpr.org/brad-schimel-josh-kaul-meet-first-attorney-general-debate  
Look for events in our area supporting Josh Kaul. 
Grappling with Poverty 

• Impact on schools and kids -- “Churning” has been identified as one aspect of the challenges of 
educating low-income students in Milwaukee.  As confirmed by the research described in Matthew 
Desmond’s book, Evicted, too many kids are moving from school to school.  In the course of a year, a 
single classroom can have two-thirds of the students turn over, resulting in a lack of stability that makes 
it difficult for students to learn and teachers to teach.  Even here in Eau Claire, about one-third of the 
student population “churns,” i.e., has to change schools during the school year.  Standard measures 
such as test scores do not reflect the negative effects of poverty on student achievement.  Any 
community conversations about poverty need to have school district representatives at the table.   

• Impact on law enforcement -- Living in poverty can be a “gateway” to drugs, either as users or sellers.  
There is interest from those in the court system in revising Chapter 55 of the criminal procedures related 
to expunction of criminal records, particularly for non-violent offenses.  Criminal records can prevent 
people from getting jobs and lifting themselves out of poverty. Treatment is a more productive 
alternative. 

Corporate Welfare 
A recent Wisconsin State Journal editorial outlined the reasons why bailing out Kimberly Clark is a bad idea:  
https://www.wiscnews.com/portagedailyregister/opinion/editorial/no-taxpayer-bailout-for-kimberly-
clark/article_4d1c55e3-4b2f-50b9-9152-dff4263cd911.html  
In another article, published the same day, it was reported that campaign finance reports show that a new 
Kimberly-Clark lobbyist and his wife gave Republican legislators and their supporters more than $4000 in late 
August, a little more than a month before GOP leader decided to reconvene to consider tax incentives for the 
Texas-based papermaker: https://journaltimes.com/kimberly-clark-lobbyist-wife-gave-
republicans/article_865a73b0-278d-5ea4-bd11-c590e3534a3a.html   
Polls have been showing Republicans are losing some ground in a strong red part of the state and this may be a 
campaign ploy to bolster support. 
Apparently, Republicans think “free enterprise” is good for health insurance, but not for big business. 
Questions were raised about Wisconsin’s current budget deficit and the obligations that will come with the 
Foxconn deal, which will amount to a $27,000 per employee contribution from taxpayers.  It’s uncertain if Evers 
could get Wisconsin out of this deal, but other states may leverage their interests through the Great Lakes 
Compact resulting in a case that could go to federal court. 
Early Adjournment for Andrew Werthmann’s Announcement 
Klatch ended early so people could attend Andrew Werthmann’s announcement at Phoenix Park.  He will be 
running for Eau Claire City Council President on the April 19 ballot.  Werthmann represents the City’s District 5 
and was the Council’s Vice President, but has been serving as Acting President since Council President Kerry 
Kincaid resigned in late May.  The April race will determine who will fill the remaining year of the unfinished 
term.  Also on the ballot will the five at-large City Council seats for 3-year terms.  From Werthmann’s 
announcement: “I’m running for Council President because we need an Eau Claire whose success is shared by all 
and where no one is left behind.  We now have a thriving downtown and booming tech, arts, education and 
medical sectors.  Eau Claire has truly become a destination community where people want to live and work.  But 
despite our community’s recent growth, not everyone has benefited.  It is immoral that 16% of our friends and 
neighbors are living in poverty and almost half are living paycheck to paycheck and just one bad day away from 
losing everything.  That’s why I am launching an Eau Claire for All initiative that will:  1) Strengthen our 
neighborhoods and community involvement, 2) Tackle poverty and inequality head on, and 3) invents in a 
sustainable future.” 

https://www.wpr.org/brad-schimel-josh-kaul-meet-first-attorney-general-debate
https://www.wiscnews.com/portagedailyregister/opinion/editorial/no-taxpayer-bailout-for-kimberly-clark/article_4d1c55e3-4b2f-50b9-9152-dff4263cd911.html
https://www.wiscnews.com/portagedailyregister/opinion/editorial/no-taxpayer-bailout-for-kimberly-clark/article_4d1c55e3-4b2f-50b9-9152-dff4263cd911.html
https://journaltimes.com/kimberly-clark-lobbyist-wife-gave-republicans/article_865a73b0-278d-5ea4-bd11-c590e3534a3a.html
https://journaltimes.com/kimberly-clark-lobbyist-wife-gave-republicans/article_865a73b0-278d-5ea4-bd11-c590e3534a3a.html

