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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, October 25, 2018 
Present:  Terry Ajir, Marjorie Bunce, Mary Burns, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Allen 
& Dorine Ebel, Dale & Chuck Gable, Bobbi & Erin Green, Carolyn Haar, Gail Halmstad, Constance Heffernan, Ann 
Heywood, Gloria Hochstein, Carole Johnson, Linda Ladolce, Bob Matthews, Ann McKinley, Mike O’Brien, Oren 
Pengra, Connie Russell (recorder), Robert Caribou Schwaderer, Kate Shannon, Maureen Slauson, Vic Sorenson, 
Kathy Tuttle, Pat Williams, Robert Wojnowski 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, November 1, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Join a lively conversation about upcoming elections and other current events -- share opinions, experiences, 
resources. Find out about local candidates and how you can help with campaigns. 
Note:  We have a flat-screen TV and laptop available in the Resource Center for anyone who wishes to show a 
website or online resources to the Klatch group. 
Election Watch Party: Tuesday, Nov. 6; 8 – 11 p.m.; The Clarion, 2nd floor 

 
RECOMMENDED READING 
Unethical: Life in Scott Walker’s Cabinet and the Dirty Side of Politics  (2018) by Ed Wall, the former head of 
the Dept. of Corrections, who saw, up close and personal, the self-serving, unethical actions of Walker and 
Attorney General Brad Schimel.  The book includes details about the ACT 10 protest, the John Doe 
investigations, Walker’s obsession with avoiding public records, his failed presidential bid, and Schimel’s 
bungling of the Lincoln Hills investigation. 
 

DISCUSSION 
Campaigns & Elections 
Getting Out the Vote: -- Everyone needs to make a personal commitment to help in some way --big or small! 
Signs – Take campaign signs out NOW!  (Don’t put too close to roads; need to be behind electrical access posts.) 
Canvassing – Literature packets are prepared for candidates in overlapping districts.  Door-to-door canvassing is 
very doable in a morning or afternoon.   
Phone Banks – will still be up and going from now until 8 p.m. on Nov. 6.  Phones are provided! 
GOTV weekend – Nov. 3 – 6 will be headquartered at the American Legion Hall on Water St.  (Many thanks to 
Slausons for hosting the staging site for many years in the past.)  Food will provided and donations of casseroles, 
snacks, etc. are welcome.  Bring a friend! 
GOTV organizers are still looking for drivers to get people to the polls.  Offer to take your friends and neighbors 
to the polls, or help them with early in-person absentee voting. 
“Plant the Seed” – Wear Dem tee shirts around town; call groups or organizations you’re a member of to remind 
them to vote on Nov. 6.   Send out post cards.  Post reminders on FaceBook targeting your young friends and 
relatives emphasizing the importance of young voters in changing the government to work for everyone. 
 
Young Voters – the NextGen group is actively working to GOTV among the college students, whose key issues 
are the cost of health insurance and the burden of student loans. 
 
Charlie Warner & Warren Petryk – a recent news article pointed out a fundamental difference in the candidates’ 
views of economic prosperity:  Petryk advocates for creating a friendly business environment (low taxes; 
deregulation) and from that everything else will fall in line – education, health care, etc.  Warner sees a good 
public education system, affordable health care as components of what will attract business and workers to our 
state.  Several letters-to-the editor have been printed supporting Charlie Warner.  However, LTEs are sometimes 
difficult to get published because some newspapers will not accept letters from outside of their readership area 
or will charge to print LTEs as “political advertising.” 
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Campaign strategies – There were suggestions that the Coordinated Campaign’s targets should be expanded, 
beyond hard-core Dems. The “lean Dems” and no data voters should be approached.  There are voters in area 
districts who did not vote in Nov. 2016, but have voted in elections since.  During phone banking, men in this 
sub-group wanted to talk, younger women did not. 
Even though polls are showing Tammy Baldwin leading, it is a cautionary tale to remember Russ Feingold was 
also leading at this point in 2016.  
 
Engaging People in Civic Duty to Vote 
Studies show that many young families are not engaged.  How can we change that?  Many older Americans who 
are active became engaged in politics as a young person, or because there was a critical issue of importance to 
them.  Bringing back basic civics education in schools and implementing Automatic Voter Registration would 
help young people get in the habit of voting, instead of just memorizing answers to a graduation test. 
The escalating divisiveness of the political climate may be turning off millennials, instead of drawing them into 
action.  The key is to get potential voters to talk first, listen to their concerns, then tell them why you have your 
views.  It’s important to counter the belief that their vote doesn’t count.  Convince them it’s not true.  We can’t 
have all the reasonable people leave the conversation.  The average stakeholders need to be heard, too. 
 
State-Wide Elections 

• Who is paying for Walker’s travel throughout Wisconsin while running for re-election? 

• Republican candidates are now claiming to support protection of pre-existing conditions, which is very 
unconvincing as long as Attorney General Schimel keeps Wisconsin in the law suit to eliminate the ACA.  
If this suit ends up at the Supreme Court, the administration now has stacked the court to rule for 
unconstitutionality of the ACA.  Prior to the ACA, pre-existing conditions were covered in Wisconsin in 
most employer-based insurance plans for businesses with 50 or more employees.  The fear is that 
coverage, if available, will be unaffordable. 

 

National Politics 
• Are Americans suffering from “outrage fatigue” with Trump’s rhetoric?  One source documented 171 

lies in September, breaking Trump’s record.  Baldwin’s civil campaign is appreciated, in a country where 
our laws permit falsehoods to be broadcast and printed in political campaigning. 

• Mitch McConnell is on record saying Congress will be going after not only the ACA, but Medicare and 
Social Security.  Voters need to be informed about these positions, but many Americans don’t have time 
to focus on researching candidates, or even taking time to get registered to vote.   

• “Enemies List” – All of the Democrats who received bombs have been named by Trump as “enemies” of 
the people. Are his supporters becoming a violent cult?  Where is the Republican party’s response?  Is 
Trump’s appeal to anger and resentment making the “forgotten” feel like they are being heard and 
called to action? 

• The early-voting flood in Texas may be a sign of support for Beto O’Rourke in his run against Ted Cruz. 
 

Post-Election Ideas: 

• “IdeaFest” -- Could we try to organize in Eau Claire a series of gatherings in the community, such as the 
one in Madison  http://captimesideafest.com/ , to pull people together in discussions of topics with 
multiple perspectives?  Resources might include UW Eau Claire and Clear Vision. 

• Begin running Pro-Democrat ads now before the run up to the 2020 election.  Start planting the notion 
in people’s minds that the Democratic Party works for everyone. 

http://captimesideafest.com/

