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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, December 13, 2018 
Present:  Emily Anderson, Bob Andruszkiewicz, Steve Boyle, Marjorie Bunce, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig 
(facilitator), John DeRosier, Carolyn Dunning, Pat Everhart, Jan Frase, Judy Gatlin, Bonnie Golden, Terry Goserud, 
Carolyn Haar,  Ann Heywood, Carole Johnson, Linda Ladolce, Judy Lee, Bob & Del Matthews, Ann McKinley, 
Mary Mickel, Linda Norton, Mike O’Brien, Jane Pedersen, Connie Russell (recorder), Chris Satz, Kate Shannon, 
Vic Sorenson, Liz Spencer, Pat Williams, Robert Wojnowski, Eleanor Wolf 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, January 3, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  

Note:  No Coffee Klatch Dec. 20 and 27.  Enjoy the holidays! 
Holiday Party & Elections:  Wednesday, December 19, 6 p.m.; Unitarian Universalist Congregation,  
421 S. Farwell St. Potluck supper.  Beverages provided.  All are welcome.  Come even if you can’t bring a dish to 
share. 
Swearing-in Ceremonies:  Monday, January 7, Capitol, Madison.  Newly elected legislators will be sworn in, as 
well as the inauguration of Tony Evers as our new Governor. 
Annual Fund Raiser:  Saturday, March 16; Green Mill, The Clarion hotel. Featured speaker will be our new Lt. 
Gov. Mandela Barnes. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Voter Registration – Chippewa Valley Votes (CVV) will be conducting a voter registration day from 
9 – 10:30 a.m. on Thursday, February 28, in 32 classes at North and Memorial High Schools.  The Eau Claire Area 
School District added a policy this past year to include the voter registration in the curriculum for seniors.  
Advance training will be available for volunteers willing to step students through the process.  At least 32 
volunteers will be needed.  Contact the Resource Center if interested in getting new voters ready for the April 
elections. 
State Supreme Court – Nomination papers are being circulated for Lisa Nuebauer of Racine as a candidate to fill 
retiring Justice Shirley Abrahamson’s spot.  She will be running against Brian Hagedorn, who was Scott Walker’s 
former chief legal counsel and who was appointed as an appeals court judge by Walker in 2015.  Neubauer 
needs 2000 – 4000 signatures by January 2.  Papers will be circulated at the holiday party on December 19. 
Appreciate Public Employees – As the snow plows are out during this season, be sure to appreciate the work of 
our city and county employees who clear our roads throughout the winter. 
 
RECOMMENDED READING 
Author! Author! – Emily Anderson, local author and city council member, has written a new young adult novel, 
Fifteen and Change.  Stop by Pizza Plus on Barstow Wednesday, Dec. 19 at 7 p.m., for the book release party. 
The book is available at Volume One Local store , on Amazon, or from Emily. 
 

DISCUSSION 
Community Coalition for Non-Violence 
Jan Frase floated the idea of organizing something in Eau Claire similar to a series of events held this past Fall in 
the Twin Cities.  “Ten Days Free From Violence” was the theme of a series of activities including workshops, 
discussions and training for nonviolence, artistic expression, readings and prayer.   It was put on by the 
organization, Twin Cities NonViolent whose ongoing mission is to reduce overall violence in the area. 
Link:  10 Days of Non-Violence. 
There was a discussion of the need for addressing mental illness in the community.  A possible action 
this coalition could take up is investigating and possibly advocating for Wisconsin to allow “Extreme 
Risk Protection Orders,” or a Red Flag law, as 13 other states have done.  These laws enable law 

http://volumeone.org/articles/2018/10/18/26561_fifteen_and_change
https://twincitiesnonviolent.org/
https://www.twincities.com/2018/09/17/10-day-series-promotes-nonviolence-in-the-twin-cities/
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enforcement, and sometimes family members and other concerned parties, to petition a judge to 
remove guns from individuals who pose a threat to themselves or others. 
Related Articles:  Red Flags Laws: Where the Bills Stand in Each State; Red Flag Laws: Helping Prevent 
Mass Shootings 
There is frustration with the current system that offers little opportunity to get troubled people into 
treatment before they have committed an offense (and acquired a criminal record) or have attempted 
suicide.  The current process takes a very long time to have someone declared a danger to themselves 
or others.  The concern was raised that it should not be too easy for a family to commit a family 
member without adequate representation for the family members being subjected to commitment.  
This raises the question of the mentally ill being vulnerable to being exploited.  Instead of new laws, 
perhaps a change to The Mental Health Act, Chapter 51, can address some of these concerns. 
The primary objective is to address “the Gap,” where people exhibit behavior (such as anger) that they 
cannot control, but who do not have a diagnosed disorder.  Without an official diagnosis, treatment 
options are limited, much to the frustration of family members and others who know someone needs 
professional treatment, but who cannot be forced to seek that treatment, even if insurance covered 
the cost of the treatment.  Without a diagnosis, insurance will not cover treatment.  One problem with 
a documented diagnosis is that the record is then available for other purposes, such as employment.  
HIPAA (the Health Insurance Portability and Accountability Act of 1996), which was developed to put in 
place regulations protecting the privacy and security of certain health information, may be more 
helpful now in reducing the stigma associated with having a diagnosed disorder. 
 
Veterans Memorial & Possible Peace Garden 
The Eau Claire County Board recently approved $225,000 in the 2019 capital borrowing budget as a 
contribution to a Veterans Memorial in the park along Forest Street.  A foundation has been organized 
to raise private donations as well.  Supporters of the project were present and somewhat intimidating 
at the County Board Meeting at which the project was discussed.  Some Klatch members expressed 
support for doing something in addition to a Veterans Memorial in the park enhancement plan, such as 
a Peace Garden or something similar.   Thoughts include: 

• Invite the community to donate Peace Poles 

• Create a space to hold peace vigils or events during the International Day of Peace in 
September. 

• Include a Sculpture Tour sculpture that embodies the message of peace 

• Design a garden; The location along the river is a good site for vegetation.   

• Use the park as a place to hold fund-raising events for Veterans. 
Interest was expressed in having input into any public hearing about design and naming of the Forest 
Street park.  Open houses are tentatively planned for January 10 and 20.  Anyone interested in how 
this public area will be designed should contact members of the City Council or staff in the City Parks 
department. 
There was some clarification of the opportunity to offer input at City Council meetings.  If an item is on 
the agenda, community members can speak to the item at the beginning of the meetings.  But, 
community folks can speak to ANY issue at the end of Monday night sessions. 
There was a general discussion of how we spend money in the US for defense.  There is a lot of 
emotion attached to our country’s support of the military – protection of our country vs political and 
profit motives. 
 
 
 

https://www.thetrace.org/2018/03/red-flag-laws-pending-bills-tracker-nra/
https://everytownresearch.org/red-flag-laws-helping-prevent-mass-shooting/
https://everytownresearch.org/red-flag-laws-helping-prevent-mass-shooting/
https://peacepoleproject.org/
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Affordable Housing 
The Chippewa Valley Housing task force has met and is encouraging community involvement in this 
discussion. 
 
Possible Future Topics: 

• Watch/discuss the Great Decisions video on Media and Foreign Policy, which was shown at a  
recent Chippewa Valley Learning in Retirement class.  The Great Decision educational series is produced 
by the US State Department’s Foreign Policy Association. 

• Effects of incarceration, nationally and locally; possibilities for criminal justice reform. 

• What’s happening locally to address immigration issues? 

• Conducting a “Civility” survey in the city, using university students to interview citizens as part of a 
Service Learning project. 
 

https://www.greatdecisions.tv/the-media-and-foreign-policy/

