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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, February 21, 2019 
Present:  Bob Andruszkiewicz, Marjorie Bunce, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Dale & Chuck Gable, 
Carolyn Haar, Ann Heywood, Ray Hilficker, Gloria Hochstein, Linda Lodoce, Bob Matthews, Ann McKinley, Linda 
Norton, Mike O’Brien, Connie Russell, Liz Spencer, Carole Spenser, Vic Sorenson, Phil Swanhorst, Charlie Warner 
& Gypsy (22) 

Guest: Eric Torres, School Board Candidate 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, February 28; 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come join a lively conversation about April election, local and national candidates, and other current events – 
share opinions, experiences, resources with a progressive-minded community of hardy survivors of this 
Wisconsin winter.  Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be on and the treats will be out. 
Conversation with a Candidate:  Terry Weld, candidate for Eau Claire City Council President, will join us at 
Coffee Klatch this Thursday, Feb. 28.  Bring your questions about issues facing our community. 
Spring Fundraiser: Saturday, March 16; 5 p.m.; The Clarion hotel.  Tickets are available online at 
http://eauclairedemocrats.org and at the Resource Center during regular office hours.  Join the celebration and 
get energized for the spring election. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Volunteers Needed:   Anyone willing to bring food (soup, casseroles, sandwiches, desserts) for volunteer 
canvassers on Saturdays, should contact the office or Ann McKinley.  Food will be needed most Saturdays from 
now until the April 2.  Items should be brought into the Resource Center before 11:30 a.m.  
Local candidates are invited to Klatch. 
We will attempt to make sure all local candidates for offices this spring know that they are welcome to attend a 
Klatch gathering to have a conversation.  Note:  the EC Dems do not endorse candidates. 

 
DISCUSSION 
Voter Registration – An update on Chippewa Valley Votes’ voter registration project was provided.  Volunteers 
will be going to North and Memorial High Schools next week to register seniors.  As a result of the ECASD’s 
cutting edge policy of ensuring all seniors have the opportunity to register to vote, volunteers are able to work 
with homeroom teachers to bring voter registration to classrooms on February 28th.  An important part of the 
process will be to impress upon young people the importance of exercising their right to participate in 
democracy through voting.  Volunteers will present the information in a non-partisan way.  Quite a few 
members of the Klatch group are volunteers with this project.  It will be interesting to hear about their 
experiences in a few weeks. 
Eric Torres - ECASD School Board Candidate 
Eric joined Klatch to talk about his candidacy for the Board.  He is one of four people running for three open 
seats.  He and Aaron Harder are running as incumbents for re-election.  Erica Zerr and Tim Nordin are also 
running as new comers, although Tim has run previously.   
Eric grew up and was educated in Peru.  His father was a union worker who modeled civic engagement through 
collaboration of groups with shared goals and aspirations.  As an attorney, he was appointed to an education 
policy group in Peru which involved him in interviewing regional leaders and educators.  He was most impressed 
by the educators’ abilities to identify problems, priorities, and solutions.  That inspired him to pursue additional 
education and advanced degrees in Education and Public Policy and School Administration.  He has worked as a 
teacher, school principal, and university professor.  After moving to the US with his wife, a US citizen, Eric taught 
in North Carolina before he and his family moved to Wisconsin in 2011, right after ACT 10 was enacted.  At UW 
Eau Claire, he teaches in Education Studies and Latin American studies and currently chairs the university’s 
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Council on International and Global Engagement.  A primary goal of his teaching is to make sure students enter 
the teaching profession prepared for a culturally diverse world. 
As a school board member, he is concerned about the achievement gap and having teacher input into redesign 
of school improvement plans.  He fielded questions from the group, giving very well-thought-out responses on a 
multitude of complex issues. 
Events related to the School Board election: 
Northside Listening Session with Tim Nordin and Erica Zerr: Friday, March 8; 10 a.m. – Noon at Mom’s Kitchen, 
3035 N. Hastings Way. 
Candidate Forum:  Thursday, March 16, 6:30 p.m. at Chippewa Valley Technical College 
 

National Politics 
• Amy Klobuchar -- A lively discussion ensued on Amy Klobuchar and the supposed complaints about her 

way of interacting with staff.  Almost without exception, the participants felt the criticism was related 
more to her being ‘female’ – that women will be criticized for expecting (demanding?) high expectations 
from staff.  As Klobuchar said herself: “I live by high standards, I expect high standards.”  Are men 
criticized for having and expecting high standards?? 

• Virginia Democratic Governor Ralph Northam – The group did a straw poll as to how most participants 
felt about the Northam scandal in which he is accused of appearing in “black face” in a 1984 medical 
college yearbook photo–whether his behavior should exclude him from being governor? Varied opinions 
were expressed, but most felt that his most egregious behavior was trying to deny it.  At this point, even 
though most felt that the incidences of ‘black face’ 30 years ago were completely unacceptable, 
Northam's support within the state – especially by black residents, speaks to his ability to serve.  

 

Local News 
• Good News!  The Eau Claire Transit Commission approved year-round free tickets to the Community 

Table.  See Leader Telegram article. 
 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/local/virginia-politics/virginians-split-on-governors-fate-amid-blackface-scandal-poll-shows/2019/02/09/93002e84-2bc1-11e9-b011-d8500644dc98_story.html?utm_term=.ee3016d1032c
https://www.masstransitmag.com/technology/fare-collection/news/21068832/community-table-bus-pass-program-may-expand

