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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, April 18, 2019 
Present:  Terry Ajir, Bob Andruszkiewicz, Chris Hambuch-Boyle, Marjorie Bunce, Maggie Cameron, Carolyn 
Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Marlo Fields, Donna Fortin, Judy Gatlin, Bobbi Green, Carolyn 
Haar, Ann Heywood, Rollie Hicks, Sharon Hildebrand, Gloria Hochstein, Bob Matthews, Ann McKinley, Mary 
Mickel, Linda Norton, Mike O’Brien, Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, Darla Sorenson, Kathy Tuttle, Pat 
Williams, Eleanor Wolf 

Guest Speaker: Ben Wikler, DPW Chair Candidate 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch -- Thursday, April 25; 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come join a lively conversation about current events – share opinions, experiences, resources with a 
progressive-minded community. Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be on and the 
treats will be out.  
State Budget Action Workshop – Wednesday, April 24; 3 – 9 p.m.; Eau Claire Association of Educators Office, 
2004 Highland Ave.  The last Joint Finance Committee hearing is on April 24 in Green Bay.  Come to learn how to 
prepare messages advocating for education funding.  For those not able to testify in person, help will be given to 
craft written testimony.  There will be an emphasis on asking for increased and fair funding of special education. 
The April issue of Wisconsin School News from the Wisconsin Association of School Boards featured an 
informative article about Special Education Funding in Wisconsin. 
Dems in Action - The Amazing Eau Claire Clean-Up – Saturday, April 27, 9 a.m. – Noon; Meet at the Resource 
Center to volunteer as a team to help with the annual city-wide spring clean-up.  Volunteers go to parks, 
playgrounds, picnic areas, and recreational trails to clean and prep flower beds.  Show some Dem pride and 
wear your EC County Dem T-Shirt! 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Conventions 
3rd Congressional District – Saturday, May 4, WTC campus, La Crosse 
DPW – Saturday & Sunday, June 1 & 2, Potawatomi Hotel and Casino, Milwaukee 
To be a delegate to these conventions, you must notify Beverly Wickstrom: wickstrom@gcwlawyers.com before 
April 20.  Registration opens at 9 a.m. on May 4.  Car-pooling is being set up.   
Condolences – Sympathies go out to the families who have lost loved ones recently:  Vic Sorenson and Robert 
“Caribou”Schwaderer who both passed away, Lee Hennick, whose daughter passed away, and Pat Kreitlow 
whose father passed away. 

 

DISCUSSION: 
Ben Wikler – Candidate for the DPW Chair 
Ben is one of several people who will be running for election as DPW Chair at the state convention.  He 
described his background and ideas for improving DPW’s effectiveness before answering questions. 
Personal background:  grew up in Madison, lives in Madison with wife, Beth, and their three children. 
Political background:  worked on his god mother’s, Ada Deer’s, campaign when he was 11 years old.  For the 
past four years, he has worked with MoveOn.Org and was the Washington DC director on the national team.  
The first task he worked on for MoveOn was to stop the repeal of the ACA.  People across the country came 
together, stood up, and proved that grassroots action can be successful.   
Strategies:   

• It’s important to fight for issues between elections, not just during election cycles when we’re asking for 
their votes. 

• FIRE – Fight, Include, Respect, Empower.  Fight for the progressive agenda (Medicaid expansion, clean 
water, education funding); Include everyone, building from the bottom up, using the expertise of the 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdx-e8uTxc6reZZ7-EBwwO3wot8gLuHBVX5qv6NHhbA1XtYdA/viewform
https://www.wasb.org/products-publications/wisconsin-school-news/2019-wisconsin-school-news/2019-april/
mailto:wickstrom@gcwlawyers.com
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local organizations.  Respect and listen to everyone.  Empower the county parties and activists to take 
their work in elections and advocacy to the next level. 

• A cookie-cutter approach won’t work.   

• Bring in better data and tools; increase use of text-messaging.  Layer on new technologies, but also 
keeping tried and true methods. 

• Recruit local people for volunteer shifts 

• Raise money.  National donors will be looking at Wisconsin for 2020, but we also need to be strong 
financially after 2020 to win more seats in the state legislature. 

• Will have an energetic team with lots of ideas:  Felesia Martin as 1st Vice Chair and Lee Snodgrass, 2nd 
Vice Chair. 

Q&A 
State DPW Convention – Can it be held in a more central location, instead of in the southern and southeast 
areas every year?  Ben:  Good idea to hold it closer to counties in the central and northern areas, but would like 
to explore voting by mail to open up the process of voting on resolutions and officers. 
How can DPW reach out to different professional groups?  Ben:  We need to gather and use data relevant to 
those professions and show up at their meetings and events.  Also, his team has developed a plan targeted at 
outreach to farmers and to families. 
Winning back labor union support – Ben acknowledges the powerful influence unions have with their members 
and has been talking already to the state unions.  The key is to listen, stay in touch, and make sure their voices 
are heard by elected representatives.  We must work on re-building unions. 
How do we get out the youth vote?  Young voters are really engaged now, but candidates have to show up on 
their primary issues.  We have to up our game in communication modes, especially text messaging.  Local party 
organizations in counties with universities need to strengthen connections to College Dem organizations. 
Effective messaging – Through MoveOn, Ben knows health care and pre-existing conditions are critical issues 
that resonate with voters.  Keep highlighting the message and those key issues when they are in the news.  His 
team’s plan is to reach out to all 72 counties, spread the core message by training county-level Democrats to 
skillfully communicate that message.  First, use research and experts to formulate and craft a message that will 
resonate voters Then, empower communicators in local communities across the state with training, because the 
messenger is as important as the message.   Suggestion from group:  we also need to think about marketing as 
well as messaging.  Slogans can be effective, e.g., “GOP – Greed, Oppression, and Power kills Democracy.  Had 
enough?” 
Western Wisconsin voters – It’s important to see the entire state as a political eco-system.  Bringing progressive 
groups together can strengthen advocacy.  For example, when the Wisconsin Public Education Network and 
ACLU collaborate to push for “Less incarceration and More Education.”   There was a brief discussion about 
whether it’s honest for Democrats to work on issues through non-partisan groups, or to push the “progressive” 
label when voters don’t know what that means.  Shouldn’t DPW promote a “Stand Up and Be Proud Democrats” 
approach? 
Majority rule in the Legislature – We need to keep pointing out polling information showing citizen support for 
Democratic values, such as Medicaid expansion, which Robin Vos has vowed to oppose (“goes against 
Republican’s beliefs).  Suggested source of information:  We, the Irrelevant 
 
**All candidates for DPW Chair are encouraged and welcome to come to Coffee Klatch and/or our monthly 
meetings. 
  

http://www.we-the-irrelevant.org/
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STATE NEWS 
Advocacy for People Living with Disabilities – People First of Chippewa Valley is a newly-formed chapter of 
People First of Wisconsin, a self-advocacy organization for people with disabilities.  The local chapter was 
formed to work on pushing for legislative action to address issues in the disability community, such as the 
shortages of home health care workers, a growing crisis as the population of the state ages.  The group 
welcomes help from anyone who wants to join forces with other health care advocates.  See Contact info:  
http://www.peoplefirstwisconsin.org/chippewavalley.html  
Budget Hearings 
To send written comments on the state budget to the Joint Finance Committee, send by email to 
budgetcomments@legis.wisconsin.gov  or mail handwritten letters to Joe Malkasian, Room 305 East, State 
Capitol, Madison, WI 54702 
Governor’s Listening Session in Eau Claire 
Members who had attended this week’s session had positive comments about it.  It was “Democracy in Action” 
as the next-day news headline proclaimed.  The event was well-attended, demonstrating that people in our 
region are willing to do their part as citizens.  
New PAC: Common Sense Wisconsin – A new PAC has been launched to inform and influence votes in west 
central Wisconsin.  Money raised for Common Sense Wisconsin will be used to communicate with voters in this 
part of the state about how policies set in Madison affect families here and holding legislators in this part of the 
state accountable for their votes.  This will be a year-round multi-media approach to off-set the targeted blitzes 
funded by big money close to elections.  The 10th Senate District will be a critical race in 2020 when Patty 
Schachtner is up for re-election.  Contact Bobbi Green if you are interested in hosting a fund-raiser for this 
exciting new effort. 
 
NATIONAL NEWS 
Presidential Candidates – As the list of declared candidates grows, is this good or bad for Democrats?  On the 
negative side, it inhibits fund raising and tends to divide voters.  On the positive side, more candidates means 
Democratic values are being spread more widely than if only a couple of candidates were talking about those 
issues.   
The Mueller Report 
Members discussed various aspects of the report, its contents, and possible ramifications. 

• Barr’s statement sounded more like that of a defense attorney acting on behalf of a client (President) 
than the US Attorney General acting on behalf of the citizens of this country.  Some see it as a slap in the 
face to the Rule of Law.   

• The 448-page report, even as redacted, shows Trump attempted to obstruct the investigation into his 
campaign connections with Russia.  While the investigation stopped short of presenting evidence to 
prove criminal activity beyond a reasonable doubt, there is a lot of evidence that could prompt further 
investigations.  The southern district of New York could have enough information to proceed on digging 
into criminal actions of the Trump organization in that jurisdiction. 

• Impeachment is a long shot, since Senate majority leader Mitch McConnell will never allow it.  And, 
could a push for impeachment just feed the “Deep State Conspiracy” narrative, or even incite violence 
against Democrats?   

• A dangerous precedent would be set for future presidents.  What egregious acts could a president get 
away with when the fear of conspiracy fuels public opinion?   

• Congress should initiate impeachment proceedings because the rule of law is at stake and no president 
should be allowed to take unconstitutional actions. 

• Even without impeachment action, just getting this wealth of information out to the public could be 
valuable in the 2020 campaign efforts.  Reminder:  Cohen said Trump wouldn’t agree to a smooth 
transition, whatever the reason he would lose the presidency.  Perhaps, GOP leaders didn’t support this 
investigation because they didn’t want rank and file Republicans to know the truth – that the Trump 
organization was laundering money for the Russians. 

http://www.peoplefirstwisconsin.org/
http://www.peoplefirstwisconsin.org/chippewavalley.html
mailto:budgetcomments@legis.wisconsin.gov


4 
 

To see the full Mueller report (with redactions):  https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/18/politics/full-mueller-report-
pdf/index.html 
 
Sanctuary Cities 
The latest outrage:  that a US President would use the resources of the US government to intentionally 
destabilize cities represented by his political enemies.  That is not a surprising move by a president who would 
tell Border Patrol agents to ignore orders of a judge because he promises to pardon them, whose administration 
is violating international law by refusing to listen to asylum requests, and who refers to US armed forces as “MY 
military.” 
 

https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/18/politics/full-mueller-report-pdf/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2019/04/18/politics/full-mueller-report-pdf/index.html

