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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 
Thursday, January 24, 2019 

Present:   Carol Craig (facilitator, recorder), Jan Frase, Judy Gatlin, Bonnie Golden, Ann Heywood, Sharon 
Hildebrand, Carole Johnson, Bob Matthews, Ann McKinley, Linda Norton, Mike O’Brien, John Sandquist, Liz 
Spencer, Phil Swanhorst, Kathy Tuttle, Robert Wojnowski, Eleanor Wolf, Jim Dunning, Carlyn Dunning, Mary 
Mickel, Carole Spencer, Daniel Hoy, Mary Kenosion, Kate Beaton, Bob A-Z (24) 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, January 31, 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
 
Next Meeting: Community Coalition for Non-Violence: Our next meeting is Feb. 7 at 1 p.m. at 2516 E. Princeton 
Ave., Eau Claire (home of Jan and Lou Frase).  Join forces with others in this local non-partisan group focusing on 
addressing the culture of violence in our society.   
 
Community Conversation on Medicare for All:  

• Feb. 9, at CVTC   Business Center (Clairemont Ave), auditorium, 10-11:30 am.   This is a brainstorming 
event for all to strategize in getting Medicare for All or a Single Payer option through Congress.  Ron Kind 
did not sign on to HR676 (Single Payer); he needs to justify his position with his constituents.  

•  Feb. 9; 1 – 3 p.m.; Menomonie Public Library. 
       Presenter: Dr. Mark Neuman, a pediatrician in critical care at the Gunderson Lutheran Medical Center. 
         Free; open to the public. 

 
Veterans Tribute Trail meetings:  The City Parks, Recreation & Forestry Division of the Community Services 
Department is holding a series of meetings ab, 10:00-11:30. out a proposed memorial in the Forest Street 
Greenway. 

• Monday, February 4, 7 p.m., 721 Oxford Ave., Room 1277 – Plan Commission meeting 
Also, citizens can send comments, questions, or concerns to communityservices@eauclairewi.gov, call 715-839-
4649 or mail to Community Services, 910 Forest St., Eau Claire, WI  54703.  
 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 

- Kate Beaton announced she is running for an At Large seat for the City Council and would 
appreciate your support. 

- Any candidate wanting to share ideas at the Thursday morning Coffee Klatch can contact Carol Craig 
craig07cj@gmail.co to set up a time. 

 
DISCUSSION 
1. We are encouraged to contact Ro.  Kind and/or any other Representative in the House to support 

HR 8, the Red Flag law requires a fairly simple process. The first step is for a concerned family member, 
household member, or law enforcement officer to ask the court for an Extreme Risk Protection Order 
(ERPO) 

 
 
2. The group viewed the video “Cow-spiracy” DVD https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dSjE8xw_-

Dg&t=102s 
• Discussed the national and international crisis facing all relative to clean water resources. 
• Related water contamination and waste to raising animals – particularly in CAFO’s,  
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• Highlighted the link between big money lobbyist and large corporations (i.e. Monsanto) and why 
Congress is not willing to consider more regulations to protect water, food products.  

• Highlighted various statistics on the downside of eating meat and drinking milk; seemed to have a 
‘vegetarian message’ but focused on research re water, raising grain for beef, etc. and how that is the 
primary degradation occurring.  

• Food production and food choice is major contributor to climate change 
• As consumers in the economy, people can “vote” with their pocketbooks by avoiding the products and 

services sold by businesses that work against the public interest.  Find out where their labor force is and 
be deliberate about supporting workers.  Find out who is funding lobbying efforts for policies like 
voucher schools, for example.  Regardless of intentions, however, many people do not have the financial 
resources to choose another option when items like medications are so much cheaper at Walmart. 
These are tough choices, but we have to live with the consequences of our actions.   
 

 
 
3. Various participants at the Klatch took part in the DPW debriefing on January 22 at the DRC. They felt the 

EC Dems management overview was very thorough and helpful for future planning. They also appreciated 
the thorough discussion about the role/relationships between local Dem Offices and DPW’s management.  

 
4. A lively discussion ensued regarding the Eau Claire School District and whether they should accept 

private monies for athletic fields, upgrades specifically designated for only one high school.  
Concerns focused on: 

 
- Concern about the short time frame for Board to make a decision (two weeks?) versus the fact 

that this has been in a planning stage for two years between Memorial Athletic Director and 
potential donor 

- Should donations go to the Eau Claire Public School Foundation so a neutral body can best 
determine how private donations should be used? 

- How does this align with fairness – what if a parent/business wants to donate  computers for 
only his/her child’s school; should district allow that? 

- Are there any policies for appropriation of donated money/gifts? 
- This type of decision sets District up for ‘lose-lose’ : If they accept monies, it is potentially not a 

equitable donation per policy/fairness; if it doesn’t accept money, District looks like it doesn’t 
favor partnerships with private sector 

 
Participants were encouraged to voice their opinion to schoolboard members. Link to thier emails 
is : http://www.ecasd.us/District/Board-of-Education/Board-Members  

 
 
Next Klatch – January 31, 10:00 am.  Come when you can, leave when you must! 


