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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, June 6, 2019 
Present:  Jeanie Aloia, Bob Andruszkiewicz, Marjorie Bunce, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn 
Dunning, Julian Emerson, Donna Fortin, Bonnie Golden, Bobbi & Abby Green, Carolyn Haar, Rollie Hicks, Gloria 
Hochstein, Mike Lindsay, Sally Lee, Ann McKinley, Mike O’Brien, Noah Reif, Connie Russell (recorder), Robert 
Wojnowski, Eleanor Wolf 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch -- Thursday, June 13; 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come join a lively conversation about current events – share opinions, experiences, resources with a 
progressive-minded community. Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be on and the 
treats will be out.  
 
Volunteer Socials – All volunteers are encouraged to gather at the Resource Center to connect and converse.  
Coffee and treats provided.  No agenda, no obligations – just heartfelt appreciation.  Guests are also welcome. 
 Tuesday, June 11, 10:30 a.m. 
 Tuesday, June 25, 5:30 p.m. 
 
Rally for BadgerCare – Join Citizen Action Organizing Cooperative of Western Wisconsin in two upcoming 
events: 
 Letter-writing -- Wednesday, June 12, 1 – 6 p.m.; SHIFT Cyclery and Coffee Bar.  Organizers will be there to 
help you craft your message to your elected representatives, specifically on expanding BadgerCare.  There will 
be templates provided if you are looking for inspiration!  Open to the public! 
 Rally & Canvassing – Monday, June 24, 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.; Federal Building, 510 S. Barstow.  Join Citizen 
Action’s statewide Day of Action in demanding our state legislature expand BadgerCare.  The rally will begin at 
10 a.m. with speakers, followed by a direct action. 
**See related article and analysis from KidsForward. 
 
Digital Dems Training  --  Saturday, June 15; Noon – 4 p.m.;  L E Phillips Public Library, Eau Claire Room in lower 
level.  This is a free training opportunity offered by professional digital campaign strategists.  County party 
chairs, communication team members, and anyone considering running for office or working on a campaign are 
encouraged to attend.  Bring a laptop or other WiFi capable device if you have one, but extra Chromebooks will 
also be available.  Please RSVP on FaceBook to Bobbi Green, 3rd CD Chair, as lunch and drinks will be provided 
 
Juneteenth Celebration – Wednesday, June 19; 5:30 – 7:30 p.m.; Carson Park Pine Pavilion.  Juneteenth is the 
oldest known celebration of the ending of slavery in the US.  Dating back to 1865, it was on June 19 that the 
Union soldiers landed at Galveston, Texas, with news that the war had ended and that the enslaved were freed.  
Open to the public, the event will bring together area residents to celebrate their commitment to a more united 
community enriched by its diversity.  There will be food, music, guest speakers, and activities for children.   
ECC Dems will have a booth at this event.  Volunteer to staff the booth or help with the event.  Also, consider 
donating towards food costs. 
 
Northern Wis State Fair – We need volunteers to staff the Democratic Party booth on Wednesday, July 10, 
Friday, July 12, and Sunday, July 14.   Sign up at the Resource Center for day or evening shifts. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Stay Connected – Sign up to receive the weekly E-news and monthly newsletter from the Eau Claire County 
Democrats at our website. 
 

https://kidsforward.net/the-medicaid-budget-amendment-paying-a-lot-more-for-a-lot-less/
https://www.facebook.com/events/448944762598670/?active_tab=about
http://eauclairedemocrats.org/
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RECOMMENDED VIEWING/LISTENING/READING 
Mueller Report  
TV News - PBS did a week-long deep-dive into the Mueller Report June 3 – 7 during its evening newscasts.  Each 
segment was a succinct analysis of key parts of the redacted report. 
Book Club – PolitiFact has introduced a Mueller Report Book Club “Because, Mueller suggested, the 448-page 
report is the best way to find out what the Russian government did to interfere with the 2016 election and how 
President Donald Trump reacted when American investigators started digging.”  You can sign up for the book 
club by signing up for PolitiFact’s weekly email. 
 
Capitol Hill Briefing to Address Evidence on How to Reduce Weapons and Violence in Schools and 
Communities – Wednesday, June 12; 2:30 – 4 p.m. Central Time;  Presented by the American Educational 
Research Association, the American Academy of Social Work & Social Welfare, and the National Academy of 
Education.  Experts will present empirical research detailing the impact of gun violence on the education and 
well-being of students, their families, and local communities.  They will also address evidence-based policies and 
practices that can assist with successfully mitigating weapons and violence, increasing student empowerment, 
and enhancing community safely.  It will be livestreamed on the AERA Facebook page. 
 
Why Cities Lose:  The Roots of the Urban-Rural Political Divide  (June 2019)  Jonathon Rodden, a political 
scientist at Stanford University, says Democrats are battling a deeper structural problem than partisan 
gerrymandering.  The party’s real challenge: political polarization has become inextricably linked with economic 
geography and population density.  The electoral system magnified the voices of the poor, sparsely populated 
and conservative countryside at the expense of the voters in densely populated cities who tend to be richer, 
racially diverse, and liberal.  Summary 

 

DISCUSSION: 
BadgerCare Expansion 
Over 1000 Eau Claire County residents would benefit from expansion.  Eau Claire County, like other Wisconsin 
counties, is losing significant amounts of funding every year with the current policy.  Well-crafted messaging is 
critical to be effective in advocating for those who need care.  Personal stories can have impact.  Since most 
legislators have a family member or friend with a disability, use that relationship as a talking point.  Doesn’t 
everyone using home health care deserve to have qualified assistants who must meet standards? 
Unfortunately, private for-profit health insurance is a powerful lobbying force with GOP leadership that recently 
required Republican legislators to circulate “surveys” asking constituents if they favor expanding “welfare.”   
 
Neal Katyal’s Address at Aspen High School Graduation 
The group watched a video of a recent graduation speech given by Neal Katyal, a regular commentator on 
MSNBC and respected analyst of the Mueller report.  Katyal is a professor of law at Georgetown University and 
previously served as acting solicitor general of the US.  Just 49, he’s argued more cases in front of the Supreme 
Court than any minority attorney in U.S. history. 
He conveyed his pieces of advice through four stories: 
- Be yourself.   
- Maintain your integrity. 
- Believe in your power to influence change.  “…I think you do, at any age, have the power to change 

history…Act on your beliefs.  Don’t just sit on the sidelines.  It’s really easy to do so here in this beautiful 
town, but there is an ugly world out there.  An ugly world that needs you.” 

- Steel yourself against envy.  Just push yourself to get what you need, not what you want. 
 
DPW Convention Recap 
Those who attended the June 1 & 2 convention shared information and observations. 

• Elections:  Ben Wikler was elected the new DPW Chair by a large margin.  During his visit to the Rural 
Caucus meeting, he pledged to have a Rural Advisory group from the caucus. 

https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/what-came-out-of-the-mueller-report-heres-what-you-need-to-know-in-6-minutes
https://cdn.cnn.com/cnn/2019/images/04/18/mueller-report-searchable.pdf
https://www.politifact.com/truth-o-meter/article/2019/jun/06/introducing-politifacts-mueller-report-book-club/?fbclid=IwAR0oH9eAxfYNLjdKtnPHjgGVOC8Ai9EwucxcAC6qBza11y8CUw3rmwYoxZ4
https://www.politifact.com/signup/
https://aera.informz.net/informzdataservice/onlineversion/pub/bWFpbGluZ0luc3RhbmNlSWQ9MjYzNjcxNg==
https://phys.org/news/2019-06-urban-rural-elections.html
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Pat Krietlow, Chippewa County, was elected Chair of the County Chairs group. 

• There will be a big effort to recruit local regional organizing directors (instead of importing organizers 
from the outside the region.) 

• Speakers were impressive, especially Governor Evers, Isaac Wright, a political and public affairs 
consultant specializing in strategic communications, who reiterated the need to focus on values in 
campaigns, and the young woman from Milwaukee who is the leader of the High School Democrats – 
very articulate and energizing! 

• Martha Laning was successful is raising more money for the state party during her tenure. 

• The Administrative Committee has a good number of “out-state” members, not just Dems from 
southern Wisconsin. 

• Rotating the location of the conventions to include cities further north has been discussed, but would 
probably result in lower attendance.  

• There is interest in having voting by mail or online so those who can’t attend the conventions (often 
held in the southern part of the state) would have a voice in the elections.   

 
The London Resistance  
A few minutes were devoted to appreciating British humor and the hilarious signs and images displayed in the 
UK during Trump’s visit.   
 
Mass Shootings 
We need to stop focusing on the constant feed of specific, minor aspects of this national crisis, such as the 
officer charged with failing to enter the Parkland school during the shooter’s rampage, and talk about the big 
picture need for systemic change in lax laws and lax enforcement of the laws. 
 
I have a plan for that! 
During a town hall on June 5, Elizabeth Warren pitched her ideas for “economic patriotism,” including putting a 
2 cents per dollar tax on income over $50 million.  That would allow us to provide universal Pre-K, universal free 
college, clear student debt load for 95% of Americans, and still have a trillion dollars leftover. 
 
Cost of Health Care 
Many struggle with unaffordable out-of-pocket deductibles (e.g. $24,000).  How much of the high costs are the 
result of waste in the system and over-priced medications? 
 
Rigged Systems 
There are structural inequities imbedded in our systems that keep penalizing the poor and benefiting the 
wealthy. 
 
Pride Month awareness 
The HRC - Human Rights Campaign offers free LGBTQ+ sensitivity training.  Contact Safe Spaces Chippewa Valley. 
 
Help for children separated from parents at border 
Five children who have migrated with their asylum-seeking parents have died in US custody in detention 
centers.  What can we do here in Wisconsin?  How can we turn outrage into action?  See some suggestions in 
this 2018 article in Marie Claire magazine or this article in Motherly. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.hrc.org/hei/lgbtq-training
https://www.safespacescv.org/
https://www.marieclaire.com/politics/a21606215/immigrant-children-border-crisis-ways-to-help/
https://www.mother.ly/news/how-to-help-immigrant-children-separated-from-parents

