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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, June 20, 2019 
Present:  Del Boley, Marjorie Bunce, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Bobbi Green, 
Constance Heffernan, Ann Heywood, Rollie Hicks, Gloria Hochstein, Sally Lee, Mike Lindsay, Ann McKinley, Mike 
O’Brien, Noah Reif, Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, Darla Sorenson, Kathy Tuttle, Pat Williams, Robert 
Wojnowski, Eleanor Wolf 
Guest:   Jerry Barton, Executive Director, Valley Media Works  

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch -- Thursday, June 27; 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come join a lively conversation about current events – share opinions, experiences, resources with a 
progressive-minded community. Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be on and the 
treats will be out.  
Next Volunteer Social – Tuesday, June 25, 5:30 p.m.  at the Resource Center.  All volunteers are encouraged to 
gather at the Resource Center to connect and converse.  Coffee and treats provided.  No agenda, no obligations 
– just heartfelt appreciation.  Guests are also welcome. 
Watch Parties - Democratic Presidential Candidate Debates – June 26 & 27, 8 p.m.; Resource Center.  BYO 
beverages, snacks.  If watching at home --NBC, MSNBC, and Telemundo. 
Northern Wis State Fair – We need volunteers to staff the Democratic Party booth on Wednesday, July 10, 
Friday, July 12, and Sunday, July 14.   Sign up at the Resource Center for day or evening shifts. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Union 2020 is an election team started in the Town of Union.  Volunteers are needed to do door-to-door 
canvassing focused on finding out what issues are most important to residents in that township.  Contact Ann 
Heywood for more information. 
Sharing Good Videos – If you have seen a good informational or inspiring video on the internet, feel free to 
bring it to Coffee Klatch on Thursday mornings.  There is a laptop and TV available for showing short pieces to 
generate discussion about current issues. 

 
RECOMMENDED VIEWING/LISTENING/READING 

• Book:  Factfullness:  Ten Reason We’re Wrong About the World – and Why Things Are Better Than You 
Think; (Jan. 2018) by Hans Rosling.  From a review: “Hans Rosling explains how media bias, ideological 
preconceptions and statistical illiteracy makes most people (in rich countries) believe in a gloomy and 
spectacularly wrong worldview.  The book carefully explains by data and vivid examples how positive 
developments are systematically underreported while disaster news stories are vastly over-reported.  
Rosling categorizes the ten most important sources of bias and misconceptions as well as explaining 
strategies on how to avoid them.”   Rosling died in 2017.  Check out his TED Talks. 

• Book:  The Drifter by Nicholas Petrie.  A fiction crime novel that gets the reader into the mind of an ex-
Marine Iraq war veteran.  

• Book:  The Heartland:  An American History (April 2019) by Kristin Hoganson. Review: “…challenges both 
national and global histories by proposing a whole new way of thinking about the nature of place.  The 
heartland isn’t the isolated homeland of American myth, Hoganson argues, it’s a site of circulation, 
experiment, and renewal.” 

DISCUSSION: 
Upcoming Debates and Democratic Strategies 
There was a wide-ranging discussion of the declared presidential candidates’ chances and the factors impacting 
party success in 2020.  

• Which are drawing interest and for what reasons, i.e., what issues are important to Democrats? 

• What are the issues with broad, inclusive appeal? 

https://www.ted.com/talks/hans_rosling_shows_the_best_stats_you_ve_ever_seen?referrer=playlist-the_best_hans_rosling_talks_yo
https://www.bookbrowse.com/reviews/index.cfm/book_number/3365/the-drifter
https://www.bookbrowse.com/bb_briefs/detail/index.cfm/ezine_preview_number/13994/the-heartland
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• People should be looking beyond the stock market index and at the real economic outlook, especially for 
young people entering the workforce. 

• Elizabeth Warren has laid out specific positions and plans, but most of the other candidates’ positions 
are rather undefined. 

• Big question:  Can a woman win?  Amy Klobuchar is polling strong in the Minnesota media market, 
which includes western Wisconsin. 

• There were a few publicized “missteps” by Biden and Sanders this past week that may impact their 
support temporarily. 

• All candidates and supporters can no longer organize and run national campaigns like was done before 
2016.  There is a fine line between “inventive” and “dishonest.” 

• As in the past, a candidate’s appeal is still about how they present themselves – physical appearance, 
clothes, energy.  However, this often leads to an over-emphasis on the superficial window-dressing and, 
as a result, the policies of some candidates are not being covered by the media. 

• People want a genuine-sounding candidate.  Trump’s unfiltered rhetoric was interpreted as “genuine.”   

• If Trump loses in 2020, can the US recover its credibility with allies in the world after 4 years of a serial 
liar?  Regardless of who the president is and which party he/she belongs to, citizens must hold every 
president accountable for telling the truth.  Past presidents held back on telling the public everything 
when they believed the occasion or the threat required it (e.g., national security).  But now, is there a 
corruption of the norm and such a deviation from truth from which our country won’t recover?  The 
watch dog role of the media will continue to be critical. 

• Polls – Trump fired the pollsters showing him trailing behind Democratic candidates.  Question:  How 
accurate are the polls?  How many people won’t admit to a polling company that they plan to vote for 
Trump? 

• Running against Trump:  Is the threat of war with Iran a campaign tactic to divert attention away from 
the polls, Congressional investigations, etc.? 

 
3rd CD Update 
Bobbi Green, 3rd CD Chair, reported that the county parties are being organized into four sections – north, south, 
east, west – for the purpose of staffing events and helping to facilitate the best use of candidates’ time and 
travel as they campaign through our areas.  Wisconsin, and the 3rd CD in particular, will be crucial for Democrats 
in next year’s election.  As Wisconsin goes, so goes the nation. 
Listen to Ben Wikler, DPW chair, on WPR - June 20 -talk about how Democrats are connecting with voters ahead 
of the 2020 Election.  
 
Valley Media Works 
Jerry Barton, the new Executive Director of Valley Media Works, informed the group about this non-partisan, 
local public access TV station (Channels 993 and 994 & radio 101.9 FM) that is being revived to not only cover 
government meetings, but to expand to other informational programming for voters. Currently, funding comes 
from the City of Eau Claire, Eau Claire County, and the Eau Claire Area School District.  Additional fund raising 
will be necessary to cover more events.  The station depends heavily on volunteers.  A series called “Better 
Together” is an example of some new programming to get accurate information out to citizens – to counter the 
spinning tornado of misinformation in some other media outlets.  Jerry encourages everyone to suggest events 
or speakers for VMW to cover. 
Upcoming program:  VMW will be filming a program on The Green New Deal on Monday, June 24, at the Senior 
Center. 
 
The Community Coalition for Non-Violence 
The Coalition is continuing to meet and work on initiatives to promote non-violence in our community. 

• A visual element promoting Peace in the Forest Street park.  About $60,000 has so far been donated and 
designated for designing and building/acquiring a companion tribute to the planned Veterans Tribute 
Trail. 

https://www.wpr.org/new-leader-wisconsin-democrats-talks-priorities-state-budget-2020-election
http://www.valleymediaworks.org/
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• Bringing Paul Chappelle, author of Waging Peace, to Eau Claire. 

• Holding a variety of activities on International Peace Day – September 21 – at the Children’s Theater. 
Some controversy has arisen over the renaming of the Forest Street greenway.  Action on a resolution before 
the County Board to support changing the name to “Veterans Tribute Park” was postponed, not approved, with 
the suggestion that the vet’s group address the concerns of the Community Garden members and the North 
Riverside neighborhood association. Both groups have welcomed the addition of the Veterans Tribute Trail to 
the park, but were not aware of plans to name the entire green space in honor of veterans.  They hope to have a 
name more inclusive of the groups using the area, if renaming the Forest Street Park is even necessary.  Action 
on the renaming by the City will go to the Waterways and Parks Commission at their next meeting on Wed., June 
26,.7 – 9 p.m. at the Central Maintenance Facility, 910 Forest St.  If approved there, the proposal will be decided 
by the EC City Council.   
This topic touched off a number of observations about veterans, the military, and peace: 

• It was suggested that a name more inclusive of other groups that use the park would be better.  Some 
suggestions mentioned at Klatch included Tribute Park or Service Memorial and Peace Park. 

• The ambiguity of “fighting for peace and freedom” vs “fighting for Nationalism” lends itself to having 
both a veterans-related presence and something lauding peace in the same green space. 

• Some remember the reaction, including threatening letters sent to the Eau Claire Area School District, 
when the district asked vets to discontinue firing guns in the school during the Veterans Day 
ceremonies. 

• K-12 schools have used playground benches and peace poles in efforts to teach children how to resolve 
conflicts peacefully. 

• A more depressing view of veterans is related in a recent Frontline documentary describing efforts by 
white power groups to recruit and mobilize returning vets to their anti-government movement. -- 
Documenting Hate:  The New American Nazis 

 
BadgerCare Expansion 
Noah Reif, Citizens Action Coop-Western Wis, encouraged everyone to attend (and bring signs) to the Expand 
BadgerCare Rally, scheduled for Monday, June 24 at the Federal Courthouse downtown. 
Speakers will address how over 1000 Eau Claire County residents would benefit from expansion.  Eau Claire 
County, like other Wisconsin counties, is losing significant amounts of funding every year with the current policy.  
For Eau Claire County, expansion would amount to a $46 million investment in aid to programs addressing 
mental health and harm from lead pipes. 
Everyone needs to advocate with the legislators.  Well-crafted messaging is critical to be effective in advocating 
for those who need care.  Personal stories can have more impact.   
 

https://www.pbs.org/wgbh/frontline/article/tonight-on-frontline-documenting-hate-new-american-nazis/

