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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, June 27, 2019 
Present:  Terry Ajir, Bob Andruszkiewicz, Del Boley, Marjorie Bunce, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), 
Carolyn Dunning, Sandy Dutter, Donna Fortin, Ann Francis, Jan Frase, Judy Gatlin, Carolyn Haar, Nancy Hetzel, 
Ann Heywood,  Gloria Hochstein, Jeanne Hogseth, Mike Lindsay, Ann McKinley, Connie Russell (recorder), John 
Sandquist, Sara Thielen, Kathy Tuttle, Pat Williams, Robert Wojnowski, Eleanor Wolf 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch -- Thursday, July 11; 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
NO KLATCH ON JULY 4!!  Come join a lively conversation about current events – share opinions, experiences, 
resources with a progressive-minded community. Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be 
on and the treats will be out.  
Northern Wis State Fair – We need volunteers to staff the Democratic Party booth on Wednesday, July 10, 
Friday, July 12, and Sunday, July 14.   Sign up at the Resource Center for day or evening shifts. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Calling All Letter Writers    Let Chair Beverly Wickstrom know if you would like to write letters-to-the editor that 
can be published locally and also sent to other county Dem parties for circulation.  Topics will vary, but will 
emphasize values and policies. 
Sharing Good Videos – If you have seen a good informational or inspiring video on the internet, feel free to 
bring it to Coffee Klatch on Thursday mornings.  There is a laptop and TV available for showing short pieces to 
generate discussion about current issues. 

 
RECOMMENDED VIEWING/LISTENING/READING 
*Film:  Midway (1 hr 25 min) (2013) Documentary by artist Chris Jordan.  The film graphically presents the 
plastic pollution problem by focusing on the plastic fragments that fill up albatrosses’ stomachs as they try to 
feed in the open ocean.  Scientists estimate that 4.5 metric tons of plastic arrive on Midway Atoll every year in 
the stomachs of the albatross.  The narrator asks, “Do we have the courage to face the realities of our time and 
allow ourselves to feel deeply enough that it transforms us and our future?” 
*Video:   The Green New Deal presentation by David Barnhill on June 24 at the Senior Center recorded by Valley 
Media Works. 

 
DISCUSSION: 
Plastic Pollution 
The group viewed a trailer for the documentary Midway, showing the terrible, heartbreaking effects of plastic 
pollution on wildlife living (now dying) on the Midway Atoll, thousands of miles from civilization.   
The video prompted various responses.  Some shared personal change efforts: 

• Using fleece laundry bags to trap microfibers from going into the water. 

• Refuse plastic containers at stores 

• Bring your own mesh bags when shopping for produce.  (Stores haven’t been able to get these ordered 
due to the tariff war with China.) 

• Patronize restaurants that do not use Styrofoam containers; bring your own reusable containers for 
leftovers. 

Beyond individuals’ action, huge systemic changes are required – fast! 

• Stop printing campaign lit on plastic-coated paper 

• Quit being fooled by corporations gas-lighting us into thinking it’s only an individual’s responsibility; e.g., 
getting kids to pick up litter to save the environment, instead of pressuring companies to stop creating 
the litter. 

http://www.valleymediaworks.org/blog/2019/06/28/green-new-deal-presentation-with-david-barnhill/
https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=Midway%2c+film%2c+chris+Jordan&view=detail&mid=559D551F47C4BFC15F7E559D551F47C4BFC15F7E&FORM=VIRE
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• Realize that “recycled” plastic is still a big problem.  Much is not actually recycled, is simply dumped in 
the ocean, or is shipped to third-world countries where workers sorting the materials are subjected to 
toxic fumes when the plastic is melted into pellets. 

• Reject the consumer mentality of the baby boomer generation.   
Related Video:  How to Save the Earth in 5 Minutes a Day of Responsible Consumerism .   
Interesting TED talk about the power of collective consumerism to change corporate practices. 

• Idea:  Start a campaign in Eau Claire to recycle Styrofoam with compactors, possibly a city or county-
wide program.  Resulting materials can be used to build benches or roads. 

 
Our Divided Politics 
SCOTUS Decisions – Bad news, Good news 

• Gerrymandering -- The Supreme Course just ruled that federal courts may not intervene to block even 
the most partisan election maps drawn by state lawmakers, a decision that allows such gerrymandering 
to continue unabated.  The 5-4 opinion by Chief Justice John Roberts, who was joined by the court’s 
other conservatives, said partisan election maps drawn by North Carolina Republicans and Maryland 
Democrats are constitutional despite their one-sided nature. 
Listen to WPR’s report US Supreme Court Ruling Effectively Ends Wisconsin's Gerrymandering Challenge 
This means it will continue to be difficult for Democratic candidates to win more legislative seats in 
2020.  Republicans control the state Senate 19-14 and the state Assembly 63-36.  After the 2020 census, 
however, new maps will have to be drawn and Governor Evers will have a chance to try to block maps 
put together by Republicans.  That could mean the two parties reach a compromise on the maps or, 
most likely, go to court with competing sets of maps. 

• Census – The Supreme Court temporarily blocked the Trump administration’s plan to add a citizenship 
question to the 2020 census.  The ruling by Chief Justice Roberts questioned the rationale for the action, 
writing, “The evidence tells a story that does not match the explanation (Commerce Secretary Wilbur 
Ross) gave for his decision.  The sole stated reason seems to have been contrived.” 

State Budget Action – Republicans passed a state budget Wednesday after wooing Senator Chris Kapenga’s 
support with a provision to allow Tesla to open dealerships in the state – a goal long pursued by Kapenga, a self-
described “gearhead” who sells rebuilt Tesla vehicles and parts.  He claims it’s a hobby that brings him no profit 
and didn’t influence his vote.  (And then, there’s that half a bridge he wants to sell us…) 
The Governor has until Friday, July 5, to take action on the budget – to use partial vetoes or veto the entire GOP 
plan.   
GOP walk-out in Oregon – Eleven GOP senators in the minority have refused to show up for a quorum to vote on 
a major climate change bill in the Oregon legislature.  Democratic Gov. Kate Brown authorized the State Police 
to track them down and bring them back.  One senator, Brian Boquist, responded with a chilling retort: “Send 
bachelors and come heavily armed,” he said, “I’m not going to be a political prisoner.”  Some of us remember 
when the Democratic minority “fled” the Wisconsin statehouse in 2011 hoping to stop the elimination of public 
labor unions.  None of them threatened violence against law enforcement. 
How to talk to Trumpsters – Some lamented the loss of ability to converse with relatives and friends who remain 
staunchly committed to Trump’s vision of America – or perhaps, Fox News’ version of it.  Some just stay away 
from political topics altogether to avoid hearing about fabrications, such as the conspiracy that liberals rounded 
up a bunch of kids and put them in cages, probably by those shyster ACLU lawyers. 
Passive resistance – A few members suggested quiet ways to deal with pollsters and with a local conservative 
newspaper. 
 
Talking About Language 
An article in the Stanford News, New Stanford research shows difference in language used by Republicans and 
Democrats, was shared with the group.  Researchers examined 4.4 million tweets posted in response to 21 
different mass shooting events between 2015 and 2016 to determine what words and emotions people with 
different political leanings expressed.  The study asked three questions: (1) How do Dems and GOPers talk 

https://www.bing.com/videos/search?q=ethical+consumerism%2c+how+to+stop+using+plastic&docid=608016876678745639&mid=0BDF6972AFA9DBE7CFF80BDF6972AFA9DBE7CFF8&view=detail&FORM=VIREHT
https://www.wpr.org/us-supreme-court-ruling-effectively-ends-wisconsin-gerrymandering-challenge
https://news.stanford.edu/2019/06/25/analyzing-tweets-republicans-democrats/
https://news.stanford.edu/2019/06/25/analyzing-tweets-republicans-democrats/
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differently in tweets? (2) Could Dems & GOPers be identified based on particular words used in their tweets: (3) 
Can differences help understand the causes and consequences of polarization in social media? 
Some of the findings included: 
- Ds – focused more on mass-shooting victims & Rs talked more about the shooter 
- Ds –were more likely to express sadness & calls for action & Rs were more likely to express fear and disgust 
- Ds – discussed potential policy changes & Rs concentrated on breaking news reports and event-specific facts 
- Ds – more likely than Rs to write “terrorist” in tweets when the shooter was white & Rs were 25% more likely 
than Ds to write “terrorist” in tweets when the shooter was Hispanic, African-American, or Middle Eastern 
- Ds – were 2.7 times more likely than Rs to mention a previous school shooting, usually Sandy Hook & Rs were 
2.5 times more likely than Ds to mention an event when the shooter was a person of color, usually mentioning 
the 9/11 attacks. 
One of co-researchers said, “It’s easy to not reflect on the words you use daily, but I think it’s a good step 
forward if people are just aware of their own biases.” 
 
Naming Veterans Tribute Park 
Several members who attended the previous night’s meeting of the City Waterways and Parks Commission 
described the contentious gathering and the potential negative fall-out from the commission’s action.   
The central issue revolved around the request by the Veterans Tribute Foundation to change the name of the 
Forest Street “Special Area” to Veterans Tribute Park.  Residents of the North Riverside Neighborhood 
Association and members/supporters of the Forest Street Community Gardeners have respectfully requested a 
more inclusive name for the park that recognizes their presence and contributions.  They have felt “blindsided” 
by the naming request that was initiated March 27, but was not expressly talked about in the past two years of 
discussion.  The veterans group maintain that they made it clear all along that this would be called Veterans 
Tribute Park once the project was approved and the naming procedure was properly completed, which included 
a 60-day public comment period.  While the veterans group took pains to include enhancements to the area to 
accommodate the community garden, and the gardeners expressed eagerness to share the space with the 
Veterans Tribute Trail, this step seems to have stymied progress.  After more than two hours of public comment 
from both groups and discussion by the commission, the recommendation was defeated on a 3 yes/7 no vote.  
The commission then substituted a recommendation that the City Council start over with the renaming process 
and ask the two groups and any other interested parties to convene a meeting to seek a mutual agreement on 
the park name.  What could be in jeopardy: 

• The Veterans Foundation could decide to seek a different location.  The Vets are angry about what they 
view as disrespect and believe that their significant financial contribution of $2.2 million to this project 
outweighs other considerations in the park name.  Many have said having a Veterans park in Eau Claire 
County is long overdue and it’s time to get this done. 

• If the name change is eventually approved, the Community Gardeners will feel “bullied” into a name 
that erases their presence. 

• It’s uncertain if plans to have a Peace Tribute will continue without the Vets Tribute.  An artist has been 
commissioned to design a sculpture – a trapezoid shape featuring the word Peace in four languages – 
English, Hmong, Spanish, and Ojibwe.  Also, the Veterans Foundation has planned to install a bell tower. 

• Elected officials who have expressed support for the Community Gardens will be labeled as Un-
American liberals who hate veterans, which may prompt well-funded opposition in future elections.   

Action:  Contact your City Council representative to urge a cooperative solution to this disagreement.  The next 
meeting of the EC City Council with time at the end for public comments will be Monday, July 8, 7 – 9 p.m., 721 
Oxford Ave., in the Board Room of the Government Center. 

➢ See Valley Media’s recording of the commission meeting here      See WEAU 13 news story here. 
➢ Find agendas on the City’s website. 

There has also been interest on the part of a small group to raise awareness of the other COSTS of war.  The 
Veterans Tribute focuses on the “warriors” lost, but not on the civilians killed, as well as the many post-service 
human costs, e.g. suicides. 
Reminder:  What we call the Lake St bridge is officially named the Veterans Memorial Bridge. 

https://www.ecveteransfoundation.com/
http://www.valleymediaworks.org/blog/2019/06/27/eau-claire-waterways-and-parks-meeting-june-26-2019/
https://www.weau.com/content/news/Veterans-tribute-project-will-not-move-forward-without--511878141.html
https://www.eauclairewi.gov/home
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The Many Shades of Pro-Life 
Attention was brought to an organization called Democrats for Life of America. It is opposed to abortion, 
euthanasia, capital punishment, embryonic stem cell research, poverty, genocide, and “all other injustices that 
directly and indirectly threaten human life.”  They work to elect and support pro-life Democrats, but don’t use a 
single issue as a “litmus Test” to exclude those with who are on common ground regarding other human rights  
(e.g., for the empowerment of women, affordable day-care, family leave and those against human trafficking, 
genocide and the proliferation of weapons of mass destruction.) 
This discussion followed a path of both familiar and new information: 

• Is there any compromise on abortion? – Can we agree that safe, informed, legal abortion should be 
allowed up to a point (20 weeks)?  Wouldn’t women rather make this decision with a physician, not a 
politician?  The Clinton administration pushed for the safe, legal, and rare approach by bolstering sex 
education and funding family support. 

• This continues to be pushed as a wedge issue in campaigns that brings in one-issue voters who will 
ignore how that party’s other policies issues are directly and indirectly harming them.  Does explaining 
how Planned Parenthood helps prevent unwanted pregnancies change any Pro-Life minds? 

• It has been noted that the Wisconsin GOP waited until there was a Democratic governor in office to 
bring the more restrictive bills forward, knowing that Evers would not sign them.  Typical political 
theatre. 

• Like “Parental Choice” for school vouchers, “Pro-Life” is a deliberate manipulation of language to 
advance an agenda. 

• If parents and schools teach kids responsibility and respect, unplanned pregnancies will decline. 

• The passage of very restrictive laws in several states have resulted in an increase in the online ordering 
of abortion pills used to self-induce miscarriages.  There are lots of issues with this.  It’s not illegal to 
order the pills, but it is illegal to take them.  The sources are not always reputable.  The cost may tempt 
low-income woman, especially in rural areas, to order a cheaper version, which may be an insufficient 
dose, leading to medical complications. 

• There is an “Options Fund” in Eau Claire that helps women find safe abortions.  Often the women 
seeking this help already have 3 or 4 children and can’t afford another. 

• Hospital Sisters in California after the Roe v Wade decision admitted many women for DNCs (dilation 
and curettage procedure), a time that must have presented an ethical dilemma for them as they tried to 
help women. 

• Finally, is still another area where men want to exercise power over women?   Maybe men should be 
castrated when convicted of rape? 

 
Reflections on the 1st Democratic Presidential Candidate Debate 
In the last 5 minutes of the meeting, members noted some of highlights of the previous night’s debate. 

• Dems should take on Trump more assertively, because the issues will always be there. 

• There were no direct questions about Trump, but some candidates managed to get in some references 
(“don’t think foreign policies decisions should be tweeted at 5 a.m. in a bathrobe.”) 

• Some candidates appeared to be excellent future cabinet members. 

• How health care will play in the campaign will be a big question. 

• Dems should go ahead and say and propose bold things.  Evers election proved that. 
The next set of debates is scheduled for Tuesday, July 30 and Wednesday, July 31, in Detroit, hosted by CNN. 
 
 

 

https://www.democratsforlife.org/

