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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, July 25, 2019 
Present:  Bob Andruszkiewicz, Carol Craig (facilitator), Ann Francis, Jan Frase, Bonnie Golden, Bobbi Green, 
Carolyn Haar, Linda Ladolce, Bob & Del Matthews., Ann McKinley, Mary Mickel, Jeannene Nelson, Mike O’Brien, 
Elaine Olson, Marie past, Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, Phil Swanhorst, Kathy Tuttle, Charlie 
Warner, Eleanor Wolf 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch -- Thursday, August 1; 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come join a lively conversation about current events – share opinions, experiences, resources with a 
progressive-minded community. Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be on and the 
treats will be out.   
Sharing Good Videos – If you have seen a good informational or inspiring video on the internet, feel free to 
bring it to Coffee Klatch on Thursday mornings.  There is a laptop and TV available for showing short pieces to 
generate discussion about current issues. 
 
Family Night in the Park – Saturday, August 3; 6 – 9 p.m.; Phoenix Park.  Family movie will be shown at 9 pm. 
We need volunteers to staff the Democratic Party booth. 
 
Eau Claire County Budget Public Input Session – Thursday, August 8, 6 – 8 p.m.; LE Phillips Memorial Public 
Library, 400 Eau Claire St., Eau Claire Room basement level.  Anyone with concerns about the county budget 
decisions may address the Finance and Budget Committee.  The next regular meeting of the F&B committee will 
be Monday, August 12, from 4:30 – 6:30 p.m. at the Government Center.  Check the Eau Claire County website 
for meeting room info and agenda. 
 
Labor Day Celebration – Monday, Sept. 2;  Join the walk from the Unitarian church on Farwell to Phoenix Park 
from 10:30 – 11 a.m. and then listen to great speakers from 11 a.m. – Noon.  Meal begins at Noon and goes until 
food runs out.  Bring a non-perishable food item for The Community Table.  There is no table fee for groups to 
set up information booths.  The Dems will be there!  Contact Phil Swanhorst for more information. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Volunteer Opportunities     
Front Desk – We are always looking for more volunteers to cover shifts at the Resource Center.  Anyone can do 
it!  Training provided. 
Fair Committee – Contact Carol Craig if you are interested in being on the action team to plan next year’s booth 
at the Northern Wisconsin State Fair.  2020 will be a critical year for getting the Democratic message out. 

 

DISCUSSION: 
National Politics 
It’s Mueller Time…Again 
Robert Mueller’s July 24 public testimony before the House Judiciary and Intelligence committees generated 
some observations and speculations about possible next steps. 

• It wasn’t dramatic TV, since Mueller basically reiterated the contents of the report.  However, he was 
called as former Special Counsel, not as a private citizen, which may have constrained his testimony. 

• Both the report and his testimony clearly provide evidence of Russian influence in the 2016 election, 
which Mueller warns is continuing to happen – something everyone should be screaming about.  Russia 
has also been tied to the rise of Boris Johnson in the UK. 
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• One member reported that hundreds of students at UW Milwaukee gathered in the Union to watch the 
televised hearings.  To some young people, the message is that the rich and famous think they can 
commit crimes with impunity. 

• Will Congress move to impeach?  If the House initiated the impeachment inquiry process, those rules 
would give them the power to enforce subpoenas. 

• National organizations are starting to call for inquiry of impeachment:  NAACP  and Common Cause; 
Common Cause details the justifications for an inquiry in their report.  There is growing support for 
holding him accountable. 

• Why is Pelosi holding back?  Impeachment would require two-thirds of the Senate to vote for 
conviction, which is unlikely.  Is she weighing the risks of losing congressional seats? 

• Would impeachment proceedings hurt or help Trump’s reelection chances?  It would certainly galvanize 
his supporters and persuadable voters may view it as partisan. 

 
Countering the Bully in the Bully Pulpit 
As the media seizes on the outrageous tweets and chants, it’s difficult to hear a strong, unifying Democratic 
voice.  Have the DNC, DPW, and elected Dems said enough loudly enough to condemn Trump’s vilification of 
Congressional members? 
With the loudest guy in the room in the White House, rank and file Democrats are looking for an inspiring leader 
to pull everyone together to coalesce around key issues.  Right now, with a field of over 20 possible contenders, 
we’re hearing about the same issues, but with different approaches to solving the problems.  There is 
agreement on one thing:  Trump is corrupt.   
The Master of Distraction derails the important business of talking about real issues, like health care, the 
environment, etc. 
The debate will continue:  does a progressive or a moderate make the strongest candidate?  Regardless of who 
the nominee is next year, it will be critical to seek out people who have not voted. 
When polls show the American people support a better health care system and other programs, it isn’t 
socialism, it’s representative government. 
 
Dealing with Racism 
Trump’s attacks on four women of color in Congress and encouragement of “Send Her Back” chants should be 
condemned.  It’s not good enough for us to not be racist – we need to be pro-actively ANTI-racist.  Call out 
people sharing and spreading racists tweets, jokes, etc.   
It seems there is much misunderstanding about the definition of racism.  (See this interesting article.) 
Is Trump’s vitriol against “The Squad” another display of his long history of misogynistic behavior? 
 
The Deficit 
The tax cuts for the rich have ballooned the national deficit and it’s “crickets” from the GOP.  George HW Bush 
realized the deficit would be harmful to our country, but he lost reelection (Guardian article) 
To turn things around, Republicans would have to raise revenue through taxes, or cut spending on popular 
programs – a recipe for losing Congressional seats.  Our grandchildren will be paying off wealthy people’s tax 
breaks. 
 
Local News 
Update on Community Coalition for Non-Violence 
A big event is being planned for International Peace day on Saturday, September 21, at the Children’s Theater on 
Oxford Ave. from 10 a.m. – Noon.  There will be local speakers talking about Respect, Tolerance, and Peace, as 
well as music, art, readings, and film.  Organizations and groups are welcome to set up tables in the lobby with 
program information, e.g., mental health help.   
Also, Odd Humyns, 209 N. Barstow is planning an event on Friday, August 16, in the evening, inviting groups to 
come together and explore ways to collaborate on projects of common interest. 
 

https://www.huffpost.com/entry/naacp-votes-trump-impeachment_n_5d3740e0e4b004b6adb6decd
https://www.commoncause.org/press-release/common-cause-calls-for-congressional-impeachment-investigation-to-counter-white-house-stonewalling/
https://www.commoncause.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/07/ImpeachmentInquiry1.pdf
http://affinitymagazine.us/2017/02/19/dear-white-people-your-dictionary-definition-of-racism-is-wrong/
https://www.theguardian.com/business/2018/dec/11/george-hw-bush-donald-trump-budget-deficit-taxes
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Veterans Tribute Trail Controversy 
The decision of the Veterans Tribute Foundation to change the location of the project from the Forest Street 
Greenway to River Prairie in Altoona has led to false accusations against elected officials.  The city council has 
been accused of voting against the request to name the entire 16+ acre stretch of land Veterans Tribute Park.  
The City Council, however, never had the opportunity to vote because the Foundation withdrew its request. 
Regardless of the facts, however, “liberals” are being labeled as anti-Veteran.   
This change could raise the question of whether or not the County’s capital funding contribution of $450,000 
will still be needed.  Altoona is still in Eau Claire County, but the Memorandum of Understanding was specific to 
the City of Eau Claire, so the MOU will need to be revised and re-approved by the Board before the $450,000 
can be moved to the Foundation.  It is expected to be passed by the Finance and Budget committee. Other uses 
of the $450,000 have been suggested and some feel that committing the funding again is rewarding the bullying 
behavior displayed by some veterans at public hearings.  Much of it, though, could be viewed as the pent-up 
resentment of the Vietnam Veterans who are angry about the disrespect they say they faced when they 
returned home.  They need someone to blame, so “The Democrats” are the target.  Too many lives have been 
lost in questionable conflicts started and continued by multiple presidential administrations.  Isn’t it “Pro-Vet” to 
be against war?  Let’s hope the educational aspect of the Tribute will include something about the value of 
seeking peaceful solutions.  One member recommended visiting the Vietnam Veterans Memorial in Portland, 
Oregon. 
 
Judges’ approaches to guardianship decisions 
There was a brief discussion about how judges determine guardianship cases.  They must rule according to the 
law, which may not seem fair to all parties.  Although judges are non-partisan positions, voters should check the 
backgrounds of candidates and their past rulings. 

 

https://www.yelp.com/biz/oregon-vietnam-veterans-memorial-portland

