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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, August 15, 2019 
Present:  Jeanie Aloia, Marjorie Bunce, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Mary Kay Donovan-Haber, Diane 
Dreher, Carolyn Dunning, Sandy Dutter, Judy Gatlin, Bobbi Green, Carolyn Haar, Ann Heywood, Gloria Hochstein, 
Carole Johnson, Mike Lindsay, Linda Lodolce, Lilly Mattes, Ann McKinley, Pat & Dave Reinardy, Connie Russell 
(recorder), John Sandquist, Jeff Smith, Darla Sorenson, John Sterling, Phil Swanhorst, Kathy Tuttle, Pat Williams, 
Robert Wojnowski, Eleanor Wolf 

 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch -- Thursday, August 22; 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come join a lively conversation about current events – share opinions, experiences, resources with a 
progressive-minded community. Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be on and the 
treats will be out.  Encourage your friends, neighbors, and others to join us for respectful conversation leading 
to constructive action. 
*** Scheduled speaker for August 22nd Klatch:  Diane Cable, Director of Human Services for Eau Claire County. 
Sharing Good Videos – If you have seen a good informational or inspiring video on the internet, feel free to 
bring it to Coffee Klatch on Thursday mornings.  There is a laptop and TV available for showing short pieces to 
generate discussion about current issues. 
Labor Day Rally and Picnic – Monday, Sept. 2;  Join the Solidarity March from 421 Farwell St to Phoenix Park 
from 10:30 – 11 a.m. and then listen to great speakers from 11 a.m. – Noon.  Meal begins at Noon and goes until 
food runs out.  Guests are asked to bring a non-perishable food item for the OPEIU Food Bank.  The Dems will 

have an information table there.  Speakers include State Treasurer Sarah Godlewski, State Representative Jodi 
Emerson, and State Senator Jeff Smith.  Wear your Dem T-Shirts.  Let’s have a big turn-out for media coverage – 
there’s power in numbers! 
Solarize Eau Claire – Attend a free hour-long educational session to learn about adding solar panels to your 
home or business and have the opportunity to use a volume discount for solar panel installations. 

• 2 and 6:30 p.m. Aug. 26; CVTC Energy Education Center, 4000 Campus Road 

• 11 a.m., Aug. 27; L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library 

• 6:30 p.m., Aug. 27; Altoona City Hall, 1303 Lynn Ave. 

• 2 and 6:30 p.m.; Sept. 9, CVTC Energy Education Center 

• Noon, Sept. 10; Altoona City Hall 

• 2 & 6:30 p.m., Sept. 23, CVTC Energy Education Center 

• 11 a.m., Sept. 24; L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library 

• 6:30 p.m., Sept. 24; Altoona City Hall 
Thrift Sale – Mark your calendars for Saturday, September 14. 8 a.m. – 3 p.m.; 437 Lincoln Ave.; Proceeds go to 
the EC County Democratic party.  Start gathering donations for the sale and think about volunteering to help set-
up and on sale day.  See newsletter for more information. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Citizen Input:  As Eau Claire County goes into the final phases of developing the 2020 budget, the Committee on 
Finance and Budget seeks your opinion on the importance of county services.  Take the Eau Claire County 2020 
Budget Survey to let the County Board and staff know what you think the County’s priorities should be. 
 

RECOMMENDED READING 
The Wisconsin Examiner – A new news source for Wisconsin – a nonpartisan, nonprofit news site offering a fresh 
perspective on politics and policy in state government.  It will offer investigative reporting and daily coverage 
dedicated to the public interest – to hold the powerful accountable, follow the money, and dig out the truth to 
cover stories and voices that often go unheard. 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020CountyBudgetSurvey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020CountyBudgetSurvey
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/
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Book:  Democracy in Chains: The Deep History of the Radical Right’s Stealth Plan for America (2017) 
by Nancy MacLean.  The author argues that the radical right revolution engineered by Charles and 
David Koch is not just about accruing political and economic power, but about restricting democracy itself. 
Book:  How To Be An Anti-Racist (2019) by Ibram X. Kendi.  The author takes readers through a widening circle 
of antiracist ideas—from the most basic concepts to visionary possibilities—that will help readers see all forms 
of racism clearly, understand their poisonous consequences, and work to oppose them in our systems and in 
ourselves.   Listen to an interview of the author on NPR here.  Quote from the interview: “But I don’t really 
define racist at all by intent.  I define it based on what a person is saying…And I define a policy based on its 
effect, purely and simply.  And so, if the effect of a policy is an injustice or an inequity, it’s racist.” 

 
DISCUSSION: 
Democratic Presidential Candidates 
As is typical in the months leading up to the primaries, the media is focusing on the “horserace” numbers.  With  
Iowa having the first 2020 presidential primary on February 3, candidates are spending a lot of time there..   
Joe Biden:  Most polls show Biden in the lead.  But a series of gaffes showing confused memories of past events 
and his 1960’s cultural references underscore persistent concerns that the 76-year-old former VP is too old and 
too grounded in the past to be the ideal nominee to challenge Trump’s reelection. 
Elizabeth Warren:  She is often 2nd in polls.  The New York Times recently ran an article about Warren’s 
popularity among Democrats, but that she also generates worry about her liberal positions and the general 
feeling that a woman still cannot win the US Presidency.  Advocates for workers, however, laud her proposal to 
require some employee representatives on all corporate boards.  See article. 
Kamala Harris:  The latest statewide poll showed her in third place in Iowa with 11%, behind Biden with 28% and 
Warren with 19%.  Her poll numbers have shifted up and down after the debates. 
John Hickenlooper:  The former Governor of Colorado announceed that he is withdrawing from the presidential 
race, but is thinking about running for the Senate. 
Steve Bullock:  Announced his candidacy in May.  As a Democratic governor with a Republican legislature, many 
wish he would stay put and not pursue a long-shot chance to win the presidential nomination. 
Tom Steyer:  The California billionaire activist and philanthropist announced his candidacy in July.  He has called 
for impeachment of the President.  He also the funding source for NextGen America, a nonprofit group that 
combats climate change, promotes social justice and increases participation in our democracy through voter 
registration and grassroots organizing.  NextGen has been active in Eau Claire with the UWEC College 
Democrats. 
Messaging:  “It’s the Economy…”:--  Regardless of which candidate rises to the top next year, the Democrats 
must convey goals that resonate with a cross-section of the electorate.  The economy may end up being the 
focus of that message, given the trickle of signs lately signaling the possibility of another recession.  For the first 
two years, Trump rode on the coattails of Obama’s recovery efforts, but now this administration’s chaotic 
approach to policy-making is hurting many business sectors and has investors nervous. 
For a comprehensive view of the impending economic doom, listen to the August 15 NPR On Point segment, 
"The Global Downturn Has Already Begun: Bracing For Recession" to hear about the indicators pointing in the 
wrong direction and the growing fears that we are heading into a global recession.  The guest predicts we are in 
for a long-term slide. 
A recession will impact everyone (e.g., pension funds) and will put pressure on municipal and county resources. 
Even if an economic downturn is a factor next year, many “Trumpsters” will remain believers unmoved by facts. 
A demographic likely to be tuned into the economic message will be young people facing college debt and a 
dismal earnings future.  The critical action needed is to get them and other non-voters registered and to the 
polls next November. 
A worry:  recessions in the past have sparked wars, which could lead to increased defense spending.  Some think 
the DOD budget could be cut now by $15 billion with no big impact. 
Much of the “messaging” debate still revolves around clearly liberal, progressive positions vs a centrist position.  
Do the progressive wins in the House last year suggest that Democrats are ready for a more extreme left vision?   

https://www.npr.org/2019/08/13/750709263/ibram-x-kendis-latest-book-how-to-be-an-antiracist
https://www.msn.com/en-us/news/politics/many-democrats-love-elizabeth-warren-they-also-worry-about-her/ar-AAFQbjZ?ocid=spartanntp
https://slate.com/news-and-politics/2019/02/elizabeth-warren-corporate-board-plan-2020.html
https://www.npr.org/podcasts/510053/on-point
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Paying up from 2016 – Recent news articles about bills owed by Trump and Clinton from their campaign stops in 
Eau Claire generated ideas about what role the party should play, if any, in paying Clinton’s $6,812.  Trump owes 
$47,398.  Should he be required to pay before scheduling another visit?  Should all candidates pay upfront 
before the City commits police for security and order? 
 
State Legislative Update – State Senator Jeff Smith 
Assembly Bill 304 – There was quite a bit of discussion on the positives and negatives of this GOP bill that would 
allow pharmacists to prescribe birth control.  This seems to be an interesting departure for the anti-abortion 
Republicans who are now saying what Dems have been saying for years.  GOP sponsors are saying that it’s not a 
political ploy, but is based on a pressing need, particularly in rural areas, to give women more health care 
options and would reduce the number of unintended pregnancies, which puts pressure on public support 
systems.  Rep. Melissa Sargent, D-Madison, already had a similar bill, but the GOP bill has the requirement that 
women be 18 years old to get a prescription.   Concern has been raised about women getting prescriptions from 
someone with no knowledge of their medical history.  Whether it’s a physician, a nurse practitioner, or a 
pharmacist, there is still the problem of insurance not paying for contraceptives.  
Polling shows more support for pro-choice, so Republicans may just be positioning for the 2020 election and In 
the end, this bill may never make it to the floor for a vote.  This could be a just a show for political purposes. 
Veto-Proof – Robin Vos is making noise about getting the number of Republicans in the Assembly up to 67 to 
make it a veto-proof majority, negating the power of the Governor to veto legislation. 
Reaching out to Farmers – Jeff is on the Ag Committee of the Senate and is spending a lot of time listening to the 
farmers in this district who have been impacted by tariffs and immigration changes. 
Guns – Governor Evers just announced a proposal for legislation requiring background checks on all gun sales 
and requires the DOJ to check parts and attachments to firearms.  This includes purchases made at gun shows, 
online auctions, and other sales that aren’t covered by the federal law requiring background checks on funs.  
Firearms classified as antiques or a gift or inheritance to a family member would not be covered. 
 
Gerrymandering & Voter Suppression 
Gerrymandering is still THE most important issue for us in Wisconsin.  The Supreme Court decision halts the 
lawsuit.  After the 2020 census, Democratic Gov. Tony Evers will have a chance to try to block maps put together 
by the Republican majority legislature.  That could mean the two parties reach a compromise on the maps, or 
more likely, go to Federal court with competing sets of maps. 
There is a bill to change to a non-partisan redistricting method, but it is being held up in committee by Kathy 
Bernier.  Her constituents need to lean on her to do her job and have a public hearing. 
Getting more Dems to vote is essential, but we still have to overcome the counter measures:  winning the 
electoral college, not just the popular vote, and dealing with all the voter suppression laws. 
Gerrymandering is just one result of the stealth long-term deliberate efforts of the Koch brothers – a plan buried 
in the shadows. 
A bright spot on the horizon is Stacey Abrams’ campaign to fight voter suppression: Fair Fight 2020 
 
3rd CD Update – Bobbi Green 
Bobbi reported that she is actively advocating for better representation of the 3rd CD, which has the second 
most number of registered Dems right after the 4thCD (Dane county), in the number of appointments to DPW’s 
Administration Committee.  The state party is mostly governed by Milwaukee and Madison now which can lead 
to a disconnect with rural and other regional “out-state” Dems.  The Coordinated Campaign’s 25 fellows were all 
selected from Milwaukee.  DPW Chair Ben Wikler may agree to recruit one from the La Crosse area.   
Also, former US Senator Heidi Heitkamp (D-ND) will be in Wisconsin as part of the new One Country Project, a 
grassroots effort dedicated to reopening the dialogue with rural communities, rebuilding trust and respect, and 
advancing an opportunity agenda for rural Americans.  The rural vote will be crucial in 2020. 
See Washington Post article, “Still Traumatized by 2016 loss, Democrats weigh how much to reach out to rural 
America.” 

https://fairfight.com/fair-fight-2020/
https://onecountryproject.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/politics/should-democrats-bother-reaching-out-to-rural-america/2019/05/07/23c80a16-6db4-11e9-8f44-e8d8bb1df986_story.html?noredirect=on

