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Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 

Thursday, September 5, 2019 
Present:  Steve Anderson, Marjorie Bunce, Carlyn Conway, Carol Craig (facilitator), Carolyn Dunning, Jodi 
Emerson, Julian Emerson, Penny France, Jan Frase, Judy Gatlin, Bonnie Golden, Suzon Gordon, Carolyn Haar,  
Ann Heywood, Carolyn Kaiser, Sally Lee, Linda Lodolce, Kris MacCallum, Ann McKinley, Mike O’Brien, Alex Pond, 
Noah Rief, Connie Russell (recorder), John Sandquist, Patty Scott, Liz Spencer, Darla Sorenson, Phil Swanhorst, 
Kathy Tuttle, Andrew Werthmann, Pat Williams, Robert Wojnowski 

Guest: Peter Slevin,The New Yorker Magazine writer and Northwestern University professor 
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch -- Thursday, September 12; 10 a.m. – 12 Noon; Resource Center, 440 Broadway St.  
Come join a lively conversation about current events – share opinions, experiences, resources with a 
progressive-minded community. Come when you can, leave when you must.  The coffee will be on and the 
treats will be out.  Encourage your friends, neighbors, and others to join us for respectful conversation leading 
to constructive action. 
Solarize Eau Claire – Attend a free hour-long educational session to learn about adding solar panels to your 
home or business and have the opportunity to use a volume discount for solar panel installations. 

• 2 & 6:30 p.m., Sept. 23, CVTC Energy Education Center 

• 11 a.m., Sept. 24; L.E. Phillips Memorial Public Library 

• 6:30 p.m., Sept. 24; Altoona City Hall 
Peace Day Celebration – Saturday, September 21; 10 a.m. – Noon; Children’s Theater on Oxford Ave.  Organized 
by the Community Coalition for Non-Violence.  There will be local speakers talking about Respect, Tolerance, 
and Peace, as well as music, art, readings, and film.   
This event will be advertised at the International Fall Festival in downtown Eau Claire on Saturday, Sept. 14.   

JONAH’s 12th Annual Celebration – Sunday, October 27, 4 – 6:30 p.m., The Oxford, 1814 N. Oxford Ave. 
Tickets are $25 in advance and $35 at the door. 
JONAH is accepting paid ads in its next yearbook.  The deadline is October 1st to submit an ad. 

 
ANNOUNCEMENTS 
Citizen Input:  As Eau Claire County goes into the final phases of developing the 2020 budget, the Committee on 
Finance and Budget seeks your opinion on the importance of county services.  Take the Eau Claire County 2020 
Budget Survey to let the County Board and staff know what you think the County’s priorities should be. 

 
RECOMMENDED READING 

• The Wisconsin Examiner – A new news source for Wisconsin – a nonpartisan, nonprofit news site 
offering a fresh perspective on politics and policy in state government.  It will offer investigative 
reporting and daily coverage dedicated to the public interest – to hold the powerful accountable, follow 
the money, and dig out the truth to cover stories and voices that often go unheard. 

• The 8 Laws of Change:  How to Be an Agent of Personal and Social Transformation   
(Oct. 2015) by Stephan A. Schwartz   

DISCUSSION 
State Legislative Update 
Jodi Emerson (D), 91st Assembly District Representative, was on hand to give us an update on some proposed 
legislation and on how a “shared government” is working.   
Unlock the Vote:  Jodi is a co-sponsor of a bill that would restore voting rights to people on probation and 
parole.  Currently, this is SB 348 in the Senate and LBR 1522/P1 until it is assigned a bill number for the 
Assembly.  Individuals who have been convicted of a felony would still be prohibited from voting while 
incarcerated, but would be eligible to resume voting once they are released to extended supervision or placed 

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020CountyBudgetSurvey
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/2020CountyBudgetSurvey
https://wisconsinexaminer.com/
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/24692939-the-8-laws-of-change
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on parole.  This change is supported by the EXPO, the ACLU, the League of Women Voters, Project Return, 
Wisconsin Voices, Just Leadership USA and other justice organizations.  According to a 2016 report by the 
Bureau of Justice Statistics, the current law disenfranchises 64,900 Wisconsin residents and disproportionately 
impacts poor communities and communities of color.   Locally, committees of the Eau Claire County Board are 
taking up a resolution in support of these bills.   Anyone wishing to speak to the resolution can do so during the 
public comment period at the beginning of the regular County Board meeting when is it on the agenda, probably 
on September 17, 7 p.m. 
Another issue related to incarceration was discussed:  Inmates are counted in the census as residents of the 
district in which they are housed, so districts with prisons have the benefit of those numbers with little 
motivation to actually represent those constituents’ interests.  Some legislators have multiple facilities in their 
districts which tends to pad Republican districts. 
Other legislation is being proposed to restore UW System faculty rights in shared governance and tenure that 
were diminished by the Republican-controlled legislature and Gov. Walker through budget bill ACT 55 in 2015. 
There is a big problem with getting any bills to the floor for debate, however, as the schedule is set by Jim 
Steineke (R-Kaukauna), Assembly Majority Leader.  The Democratic minority might be able use a polling motion 
to get around the hold-ups in committees.  The legislature has not even confirmed Evers’ department head 
appointments.  Nine months into the session, they are still “designees.” 
Jodi reminded everyone of the importance of contacting your legislators, even if you know they agree with your 
opinion.  Legislative offices log all contacts and those are useful in making a case for support or opposition to 
policy proposals.  Through open records requests, the will of the people can be exposed.  See recent article in 
The Wisconsin Examiner, "Open records request reveals overwhelming opposition to lame duck session." 

 
County Board Update 
All are reminded to please go to the Eau Claire County website and  complete the online County Budget Survey 
and to check out the interactive display of highway projects to see your vehicle registration fee at work. 
Since Gov. Walker and legislature imposed a tax-levy limit in 2011 on county and municipal governments, Eau 
Claire County’s budget has been crippled by slight, if any, revenue increases, coupled with significantly greater 
demands for services mandated by the state. A “wheel tax” was passed to help off-set capital borrowing for 
road and bridge maintenance. Before 2011, the old cap allowed a 3 percent increase to keep up with increased 
costs. 
Also, in county news, Chair Nick Smiar is on the mend after surgery. He will be taking some time off from his 
Chair duties while recuperating and Vice Chair Colleen Bates will be serving in that role in the meantime.  

 
City Council Update 
Andrew Werthmann, District 5 representative on the EC City Council, provided an overview of issues the council 
is addressing.  Money has been allocated in the city budget to develop a Climate Action Plan with Xcel Energy.  A 
large group of community representatives are meeting to develop the plan.  Kudos to Xcel for responding to 
pressure from consumers who want to reduce fossil fuel dependency. 
The city is also trying to address the lack of affordable housing in the area.  The problems associated with a local 
mobile home community brought attention to the intersecting issues of deteriorating housing, health and safety 
of residents, building costs, and the pervasive impact of low and stagnant wages.   
A recent report from UW Madison, Wisconsin Poverty Report: Treading Water in 2017 shows that the areas with 
significantly higher rates of poverty over the state average are Milwaukee and Eau Claire/southern Chippewa 
Counties.  About 40% of households in Eau Claire have household incomes of $35,000 or less and 1 in 10 are 
paying 50% or more of their household income for housing.  Eau Claire is also reported to have the one of the 
greatest income gaps in the state.  At the state level, Democrats will be working on getting laws passed to raise 
the minimum wage to $15.   But, even with higher wages, student debt is encumbering many young workers.  
Student loans, by law, cannot be re-negotiated, so monthly payments are often the equivalent of a mortgage 
payment.  Read "It's Expensive to be Poor", a 2014 article in The Atlantic. 
How can Eau Claire attract businesses paying good wages to come here?  What kind of incentives can the city 
offer? Maybe some permitting requests can be given priority for “good” employers.  

https://wisconsinexaminer.com/2019/09/03/open-records-request-reveals-overwhelming-opposition-to-lame-duck/
https://www.co.eau-claire.wi.us/
https://www.irp.wisc.edu/resource/wisconsin-poverty-report-2017/
https://www.theatlantic.com/business/archive/2014/01/it-is-expensive-to-be-poor/282979/
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Consideration needs to be given to the need for federal or state subsidized housing, too. 
JONAH– Joining Our Neighbors Advancing Hope – also has a task force working on addressing housing needs.  All 
are welcome to attend their meetings.  The next one is scheduled for Thursday, Oct. 3, 5:30 p.m. at First 
Congregational UCC, 310 Broadway St.  Take a look at JONAH’s website to find out more about its mission and 
many initiatives. 
 

DNC Update 
Andrew Werthmann filled us in on the latest news from the Democratic National Committee’s meeting in San 
Francisco.  Andrew was one of the seven representatives from Wisconsin at the meeting.  The climate crisis was 
a big topic.  The Resolutions Committee did not pass a change to the March decision that nixed the idea of 
having a one-issue debate among all the candidates.  However, the candidates wanted to discuss it and, as long 
as not all of the candidates were on stage, the DNC was OK with the format of CNN’s 7-hour debate last week.  
The discussion underscored the high interest in this issue.  Addressing climate change has grassroots bipartisan 
support, candidates are putting it out front and center on the campaign trail, counties and cities have passed 
resolutions urging a broad discussion of possible solutions, and even at the DNC meeting, there were activists 
marching outside of the hall.  The DNC is taking note of all the ways climate change is affecting people 
personally, as well as causing damage to businesses and industries.  The DNC has instituted an Office on Climate 
with paid staff. 
The next scheduled televised debate will be at Texas Southern University in Houston on Thursday, September 
12, at 6 p.m. CT, on ABC and Univision.  Check the Election Central website for up-to-date information.  
Note:  Debates carried on cable TV are not accessible by many rural viewers. 

 

DPW Update 
Alex Pond, Regional Coordinator for north west Wisconsin, introduced himself and gave an overview of the 
issues canvassing campaign now underway.  There are three volunteer teams in action canvassing in the Town 
of Union, in the city of Eau Claire, and one just launched in Altoona.  This effort is laying the foundation for the 
2020 elections.  Canvassing is focusing on registered voters for which we have no VAN data.  At this point, we 
are listening to people and gathering data about the issues which are most concerning to them. 
Coming up is a canvassing campaign on September 14 and 15 and another “One Year to Win” campaign 
November 2 and 3. Meet at the Resource Center.  A script, map and other materials will be available.  Look for 
more details in the Weekly E-News.  The Town of Union team will be going out from 12:30 – 3:30 p.m. on Sept. 
15 and will start at the Heywood residence.  If you don’t want to knock on doors, drivers are also needed. 
Reminder:  There is an important State Supreme Court Justice election in April.  
Good news:  The VAN lists will be updated for campaigning next year. 
Contact Alex at alexp@wisdems.org or call 920-629-1546. 
 

Citizens Action Organizing Cooperative – Western Wisconsin Update 
Noah Reif, Citizens Action Coordinator, said CA is also focusing on the 2020 elections, supplementing what DPW 
is doing.  Noah reiterated the effectiveness of one-on-one, face-to-face interactions with potential voters.  It 
takes some experience in canvassing to overcome fears of intimidation.  Even if you know the issues well, you’re 
still not going to have all the answers to the questions people ask.  It’s good to have a contingency plan for times 
you get stumped.  Citizens Action has training sessions to teach volunteers how to navigate difficult 
conversations.  Generally, people are more motivated by their emotions than by hearing the facts.   
The next Deep Canvassing workshop will be on Saturday, September 28, at 10 a.m. in Chippewa Falls, 141 N. 
Bridge Street. 
Future meetings will focus on affordable housing and poverty and CA will be conducting a survey on health 
insurance issues. 
Change of leadership:  Noah will be leaving his coordinator position next week.  Brianna Stanley, who has 
worked with the Human Rights Campaign, will be stepping into his place. 
 

http://jonahjustice.org/
https://www.uspresidentialelectionnews.com/2020-debate-schedule/2020-democratic-debate-schedule/
mailto:alexp@wisdems.org
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Gun Violence – An encounter one member had with a pro-gun fellow sporting a T shirt with a message 
demeaning to women led to a discussion of how to respond, if at all, and how toxic masculinity is a part of gun 
violence.  It’s unlikely that a gun rights fanatic is going to be swayed by a reasoned argument.  Sometimes, 
though, one-on-one conversations are more productive than speaking to a group influenced by “mob talk.” 
An article in Politico suggests that “If you want to cut down on gun violence, target toxic masculinity.”  
A question was raised about what, if anything, a city or county can do to regulate gun shows.  
And, what are the restrictions on assembling on public property within the city? 
 

Get Out the Vote – With Wisconsin’s gerrymandering case done, it will be critically important next year to 
get progressives registered and to the polls. 
The Chippewa Valley Votes coalition is planning a voter registration drive on National Voter Registration Day, 
Tuesday, September 24. 

 
Elect a Clown, Expect a Circus – Republican support of Trump is not normal.  Let’s publicize all of the 
legislation that is being held hostage in both the State legislature and in Congress. 
 

Frac Sand Mining Downturn – Concern was raised about the recent Chapter 11 bankruptcy filing by 
Emerge Energy Services, which owns eight frac sand mining and processing facilities in Wisconsin under 
subsidiary Superior Silica Sands.  Chippewa and Barron counties are working to find out what this means for the 
company’s promise to reclaim the land now that the mines are done.  See WPR report. 
Townships have started regular testing of groundwater to determine if the mines are impacting rural areas’ 
water supply.  Some mines have slowed down their operations, but are doing just enough so they aren’t totally 
inactive.   
This is a good reminder of the importance of planning and zoning at the local level.    
 

https://www.politico.com/magazine/story/2018/01/17/gun-violence-masculinity-216321
https://www.wpr.org/frac-sand-producer-wisconsin-declares-bankruptcy

