
 

  

 

We have a new website 
  

http://wisdemschippewacounty.org 
 

Take a look and give us your feedback and advice. 
 

State Budget Update: Where Are We Now? 
by Pat Kreitlow 

 
One of my favorite parts of being a journalist and then a legislator was pulling back 

the curtain and letting people know what was really happening behind the scenes in 

the halls of power. Politicians are constantly trying to put their spin on what's 

happening because they know most folks are too busy with their own lives to pay 

much attention to something like a state budget which sounds boring and distant 

when it's actually the most important bill that passes every two years. This time 

around, the Republican spin is so strong that it may meet the scientific definition of a 

black hole from which progress, truth and frugality cannot escape.  

 
The Republicans who control both the Senate and Assembly want you to believe that 

what passed out of the Joint Finance Committee is the "one true budget" that Gov. 

Evers must accept or else there will be a sustained standoff. 

 

The Joint Finance Committee bill is nothing more than the Republican version of what 

they'd like as a budget if they were in total control. It's no different than Governor 

Evers' own budget proposal which he never expected Republicans to accept in totality. 

 

Wisconsin's governor has among the strongest partial vetoes in the country. As a 

result, split control between the legislative and executive branches has always meant 

elected leaders need to compromise. In a normal circumstance, the Republicans 

legislators and the Democratic governor would sit down with their respective budget 

bills and look for ways to reach a final budget agreement by the June 30 deadline. 

http://wisdemschippewacounty.org/


 

Unfortunately, today's generation of Republican politicians have trampled any regard 

for normal circumstances. 

 

Instead, GOP Assembly Speaker Robin Vos says if Gov. Evers doesn't bow to the 

Republican bill and instead decides to veto it, then Republicans may not show up for 

work again until October to attempt an override and start work on a new budget bill. 

Republicans have attacked the governor's initiatives, such as the Medicaid expansion 

and a true middle class tax cut, hinting that they may attempt to not work on any 

budget agreement. That would mean the state would continue under the 2017 

budget, the one that led to Scott Walker being booted from office after voters sent a 

clear message of dissatisfaction with the state of our roads, attacks on our health 

care, and kowtowing to corporate attacks on our environment.  

 

The Republicans think Scott Walker's zombie budget should live for another two years 

past its expiration date. They should continue to hear from you about the need to 

save money and improve health care by expanding Medicaid through BadgerCare, and 

the need to cut taxes for the middle class instead of protecting a big corporate tax 

giveaway.  
  

 


