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 Phillips Hall is one of nine academic  
buildings on campus, but accounts for  
34% of annual work orders for those facilities

 HVAC system fails to provide adequate 
climate control for research equipment 
and building occupant comfort

 Nearly 1,300 original single-pane windows 
and 43 exterior doors create humidity 
and temperature control problems 

 No fire sprinkler system 

 Least efficient and most expensive: 
Phillips (1963) has 26 air handlers, 
Centennial Hall (2014) has two

 Research spaces lack dedicated  
exhaust systems, but low floor-to-floor 
height prevents HVAC renovation 

 Live load at one-third the current industry 
standard: heavy equipment limited to first floor

 Inefficient use of space from additions and 
courtyard—long hallways, redundant stairs, 
plumbing, mechanical/electrical spaces 

 Hallways converted to research spaces  
to meet existing demand

 Roof leaks from structural defects 
and rooftop penetrations 

 Hallways are used as return air plenums,  
recirculating fumes from labs into hallways

 Lacks secure spaces for proprietary information 
used in collaborative research with industries 

 Uninterrupted power supply maxed out: 
electrical glitches jeopardize sensitive 
equipment, 100 ft. extension cords 
needed to preserve research samples

L.E. Phillips Science Hall, 1969

Science experiment, 1971

Science experiment, 1967

A N  O B S O L E T E  S T R U C T U R E

Replacing Phillips Hall, a 60-year-old outdated, failing building, will allow our incredible students to work in 
state-of-the-art laboratories and help the university continue to be a national leader in undergraduate research. 
UW-Eau Claire’s new Science and Health Sciences Building will be a catalyst for the talent and workforce 
development of northwestern Wisconsin’s STEM, healthcare and innovation industries. The new building calls 
for $109 million in the 2019-21 state budget and advanced enumeration of $147 million in the 2021-23 budget.
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Vulnerable to 
numerous leaks,  
mold from  
rooftop ductwork  
and breaches

Persistent leaks tainted 
from greenhouses and 
animal testing facilities

Chemical and  
toxic fume waste  

pipes breaking,  
often inside walls

Ongoing 
infestation issues: 
mice, wasps,  
bees, and bats

STRUCTURAL PROBLEMS 

Insufficient lighting 
and ventilation in 

crowded makeshift 
laboratory spaces

Former closets 
used for equipment 
storage and 
research space

Faculty offices 
converted 

to house air 
handling units

Equipment covered 
nightly to prevent 

water and bug  
damage

Layers of dust 
from inadequate 
ventilation in 
grinding labs

Why a new Science 
and Health Sciences 
building?

World-class innovation requires facilities that will meet the 21st century demands for 
creative space, interdisciplinary work and advanced technology. Phillips Hall, UW-
Eau Claire’s current science building, will be 60 years old when replaced and lasting 
flaws in its construction have rendered it structurally and functionally obsolete. 

The 2010-2030 Campus Master Plan found flexible, functional laboratories 
and research spaces where STEM and pre-professional health students could work alongside experts in their fields to be vital to our 
region’s future. Mayo Clinic’s Master Collaborative Research Agreement with UW-Eau Claire allows for students, doctors, and researchers 
to work closely, but Phillips Hall lacks space for this relationship to flourish. Addressing the current facility’s extensive structural and 
functional problems through renovation would be cost prohibitive and fail to remedy the building’s most fundamental issues.

Supporting Northwest Wisconsin

FUNCTIONALITY ISSUES



 F O C U S E D  O N

Research

Extraordinary leadership  Dr. Timothy Nelson, nationally renowned  
Mayo Clinic physician-researcher and 1998 UW-Eau Claire graduate, leads the UW-Eau  
Claire–Mayo Clinic Health System master collaborative research agreement forward.

“We (UWEC) will 
be the best pre-

med school in 
the country.  

I will work  
night and day  
for that vision.”

Dr. Timothy Nelson,  
director of research and  

innovation for Mayo  
Clinic Health System
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Investing in Science & Health Sciences
UW-Eau Claire’s current science building, Phillips Hall, lacks the 
space and technical capacity for the master collaborative research 
agreement with Mayo Clinic to flourish. While interim solutions 
are being explored, having 10,000 sq. feet of privately-funded, 
dedicated research space in UW-Eau Claire’s proposed Science 
and Health Sciences building would put students and faculty  
in close proximity to some of Mayo Clinic’s leading researchers.

Mayo Clinic ranked the top  
hospital in the nation overall  
by U.S. News & World Report.

shields comprise the Mayo Clinic logo.  
The shields represent patient care,  
education and research.

locations constitute Mayo Clinic Health  
System’s footprint in northwest Wisconsin. 
The collective power of the group is seen in  
facilities in Eau Claire, Menomonie, Chippewa  
Falls, Rice Lake, Barron, Bloomer, Chetek,  
Glenwood City, Mondovi, Osseo & Elmwood.

Working with Mayo Clinic Health System, 
UW-Eau Claire will create an innovation hub 

in northwest Wisconsin focused on excellence in research in community 
healthcare. This bold move will help UW-Eau Claire become one of 
the leading pre-med universities in the country. Such a healthcare 
innovation hub will provide opportunity for faculty, students and 
Mayo Clinic Health System physicians to discover solutions that will 
benefit patients in the region, state, country and around the world.
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UW-Eau Claire ranked top master’s-level  
university for undergraduate research in 2017  
by the Council for Undergraduate Research.

UW-Eau Claire is a national leader,  
designated Wisconsin's Center of  
Excellence for Faculty and Undergraduate  
Research and Collaboration for 30 years. 

UW-Eau Claire is one of just two  
undergraduate institutions in  
the world to enter into a master  
collaborative research agreement  
with a Mayo Clinic partner.

As approved in the UW System 
Board of Regent’s 2019-21 

capital budget request.

in private funding
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$13.7M

Making an 
IMPACT

30

The Vision

UW-Eau Claire and Mayo Clinic Health System will host approximately 300 students and faculty mentors from 
across the Midwest for the 2019 IMPACT Symposium in Eau Claire. IMPACT (Innovative Minds Partnering to 
Advance Creative Therapies) challenges undergraduate students and faculty collaborators to discover  
creative solutions to real-world health problems. Students from Wisconsin, Minnesota, Iowa and Illinois will 
work alongside Mayo Clinic scientists and physicians, and their work will be showcased in Eau Claire in March.
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Aligned with our communities
In the 2019-21 budget, UW-Eau Claire is seeking capital funding 
for a Science and Health Sciences building, and launching the 
three programs described below to develop talent in areas vital 
to the communities we serve. Taken altogether, these efforts will:

n   Address the impending nursing workforce gap

n   Help produce skilled health science researchers

n   Address the shortage of rural doctors by becoming  
 a pre-med destination for rural students

EXPAND NURSING TO RURAL WISCONSIN  
Wisconsin needs more nurses. UW-Eau Claire has the only 
Wisconsin nursing program west of Madison, and we  
will partner with major healthcare providers in Barron  
County to expand the BSN completion program through  
UWEC-Barron County. With 31 years of distance learning  
experience at our Marshfield site, we are positioned  
to help Northwestern Wisconsin students complete  
their degrees where they live and work.

BIOMEDICAL ENGINEERING  
Capitalizing on our unique research agreement with  
Mayo Clinic Health System, we will create a new Biomedical 
Engineering program to address increasing regional demand  
for engineering professionals at healthcare corporations  
and research companies. The program expects to enroll  
up to 100 students upon full implementation.

BIOINFORMATICS
Harnessing data to understand and treat disease will be vital to 
future healthcare providers. The program expects to enroll up 
to 75 students upon full implementation and will be the only 
undergraduate program of its kind in Wisconsin and Minnesota. 

SUPPORT RURAL COMMUNITIES
Investing in UW-Eau Claire health science and nursing programs 
will leverage key partnerships, expand student opportunies in rural 
Western Wisconsin, and create new talent pipelines for emerging 
professions addressing critical healthcare needs for our State.

WISCONSIN CENTER FOR NURSING INC. (2017)
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Only UW university



The Chippewa Valley is poised to become a leading provider of healthcare services throughout 
northwestern Wisconsin. With the new collaborative research agreement between two of the 
region’s strongest assets—the University of Wisconsin-Eau Claire and Mayo Clinic Health System—
the combined focus on education, research and patient care will be a powerful driver for economic 
development and quality of life improvement.  The foundation for this collaboration has already been 
laid, with outstanding faculty, student researchers and physician scientists ready and able to advance 
innovation and spark new opportunities for business development. But world-class innovation 
requires facilities that will meet the twenty-first century demands for creative space, interdisciplinary 
work and advanced technology. Supporting this regional catalyst requires a focused reinvestment in 
the facilities that will make the vision possible.

Momentum West    Eau Claire Area Economic Development Corporation    Chippewa County 
Economic Development Corporation    Barron County Economic Development Corporation    Eau 
Claire Area Chamber of Commerce    Eau Claire Area School District Board of Education    Eau Claire 
City Council    Eau Claire County Board    Altoona City Council 

The proposed new Science & Health Sciences building is in direct response to the growing needs 
of UW-Eau Claire’s exemplary STEM programs and the unique opportunities presented by the Mayo 
Clinic Health System collaboration—only the second in the world. But the idea for a new facility is not 
new—replacing aging science facilities has been a priority since the 2010-2030 Campus Master Plan 
was presented to the Board of Regents in 2011. In preparation for the 2019-21 state budget process, 
UW-Eau Claire has worked with consultants to create a feasibility study that considers the needs of all 
affected academic departments as well as feedback from their faculty and students. 

Phillips Hall was built in two phases in 1963 and 1966, around the time many science buildings across 
the country sprang up as a reaction to the Soviet Union’s Sputnik space program. Unsurprisingly, this 
Sputnik-Era science building is no longer meeting the needs of a modern STEM education facility, or 
accommodating for innovative collaborations. The architects of 1963 could not possibly have imagined 
the advances in science and science pedagogy the subsequent 55 years would see. However, the single-
purpose laboratories, large lecture spaces, and cramped research spaces they designed are still in use. 
The building’s footprint is too small to accommodate existing academic demand, and labs cannot accept 
donations of new equipment without removing existing, functional equipment. The aged facility is 
also grossly inefficient: of the nine academic buildings on UW-Eau Claire’s campus, an average of 34% 
of annual academic facility work orders are spent chasing leaks and equipment issues in Phillips. This is 
because, in part, the building’s envelope is severely compromised and its design prevents easy repairs. 

A new science facility is needed to allow for the cross-disciplinary collaborations between students 
and faculty, as well as students and industry partners, that typify a modern STEM education.

Phillips Hall’s piecemeal construction and dated design have created lasting structural issues that 
cannot be addressed by anything short of a full reconstruction, which would be more expensive  
and less effective than building a new Science & Health Sciences facility. 

For instance, Phillips Hall lacks necessary ventilation for the types of research that take place in its 
laboratories. The building’s piecemeal HVAC system struggles to maintain temperature and humidity 
requirements to ensure expensive equipment can function, and its hallways were designed as air returns 
which greatly increases the risk of contaminating classrooms with chemicals from laboratory spaces. 

Why a new  
Science & Health  
Sciences building? 

Where did this  
idea come from? 

What’s wrong with  
UW-Eau Claire’s  
current science  
building? 

UW-Eau Claire’s new  
Science & Health Sciences building FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Still, why not explore 
renovation instead  
of a completely  
new building? 

...

Project supported by 
these organizations 



However, the building’s low floor-to-floor height means that installing an entirely new HVAC system 
with proper ventilation equipment would lower the floor-to-ceiling height to six feet in some areas. 
Additionally, the floors were only built to support 50 pounds per square foot, meaning the building’s 
live-load capacity is only one third the industry-standard for science buildings. As a result, heavy 
equipment can only be housed on the building’s first floor where space is already at a premium. For 
departments like Materials Science & Engineering, this means that donations of new equipment must 
either be rejected or come at the expense of mothballing an otherwise functional piece of equipment to 
make room. This equipment isn’t safe in Phillips, however, as the building’s uninterrupted power supply 
(UPS) is maxed out, meaning that student research and equipment integrity is threatened by every 
small power outage. Facilities management has to run hundreds of feet of extension cords through the 
building to prevent research materials kept in refrigerators from being compromised during electrical 
outages. Phillips Hall’s ongoing operation is academically and infrastructurally unsustainable. 

Even if the building’s HVAC and floor capacity issues could be fixed, the space would still be too small 
to deal with existing academic demand, let alone allow for any growth potential. With numerous 
industry partnerships in place, including a master collaborative research agreement with Mayo 
Clinic Health System, Phillips Hall is unable to accommodate the hands-on research experiences that 
students looking to work in health sciences and STEM fields need in their undergraduate experience.

The UW System’s 2019-21 capital budget request calls for the project to be built in two phases 
using seamless enumeration. This means that, while funding will be spread over two state budgets, 
the second phase will be requested and pre-enumerated at the same time as the first to allow for 
continuous construction. The first phase of funding is requested for enumeration in the 2019-21 state 
budget and totals $109 million, with the second phase in the 2021-23 budget totaling $147 million. 
The overall building total is $256 million spread over two budget biennia. This figure includes projected 
inflation, design and management fees, donated funds, and a 10% construction contingency fund.

UW-Eau Claire’s degree requirements prescribe that every student must take at least two classes in the 
natural sciences, one of which must include a laboratory experience. Currently, most of these classes 
occur in Phillips Hall and an average of 5,600 unique students have a class in Phillips Hall every academic 
year. Investing in a new Science & Health Sciences building will provide a strong base for classes that 
benefit all UW-Eau Claire students as well as those majoring in STEM, pre-med, and nursing fields.

The Campus Master Plan calls for the new Science & Health Sciences building to be constructed on the 
existing site of the Katherine Thomas and Putnam residence halls along the Chippewa River. These halls, 
built in 1953 and 1956 respectively, are the oldest residence halls on campus and are at the end of their 
useful lives. Renovating them would require massive reinvestment to see marginal returns. Projects 
like the new upper-campus residence hall, renovations of existing residence halls, and public/private 
partnerships like Haymarket Landing and Aspenson Mogenson Hall are a better investment to provide 
suitable housing for students who wish to live in university facilities. 

Also, in accordance with the Campus Master Plan, the Garfield Avenue redesign project overhauled 
below-ground utilities to support a Science & Health Sciences building of this nature. The redesign 
ensures the building would have access to natural gas lines and also positions the academic STEM hub 
of the campus near the new outdoor classroom and an entrance to the Putnam Park State Natural Area.

UW-Eau Claire and Mayo Clinic Health System entered in a master collaborative research agreement in 
June of 2017, but Phillips Hall lacks the space and technical capacity for this arrangement to flourish. 
The new Sciences and Health Sciences building has the potential to contain dedicated research 
space for undergraduate students to collaborate with Mayo Clinic Health System researchers. If the 
building is funded by the state, this research space will be supported by private fundraising. This 
development will help the two institutions advance their innovative collaboration and leverage their 
collective resources to advance health sciences education and improve quality of care for patients in 
Northwestern Wisconsin. 

How much will  
this building cost,  
and how will it  
be paid for? 

How many students  
will benefit from  
this new building? 

Where will the  
new science and  
health sciences  
building go?  
Will this impact  
existing campus  
buildings? 

How is Mayo Clinic  
Health System  
involved in  
the project? 
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