
Eau Claire County Democratic Party Coffee Klatch Notes 
Thursday, October 18th, 2018 
 
Present:  Constance Heffernan, Ann Heywood (Facilitator), Margaret Cameron, Kathy Tuttle, Gail 
Halmstad, Mike Lindsay, John Sandquist, Vic Sorensen, Marjorie Bunce, Mike O’Brien, Gloria Hochstein, 
Linda Lohhke, Mary Burns, Carolyn Kaiser, Robert Wojnowski, Judy Gatlin, Bonnie Golden, Deb Wagner, 
Bob Matthews, Kate Shannon, Charlie Warner, Carol Craig Rollie Hicks, Maureen Mack    
 
UPCOMING EVENTS 
Next Coffee Klatch:  Thursday, October 25th 10 a.m. - Noon; new Resource Center at 440 Broadway St. 
This is open to all progressive, action-oriented individuals! 
 

The League of Women Voters - Greater Chippewa Valley is sponsoring a forum on Redistricting Reform 
in Wisconsin on Thursday, Oct. 25, at 6:30 pm in the Judicial Center, 615 Stokke Pkwy, Menomonie.  

The League of Women Voters - Greater Chippewa Valley is sponsoring and moderating a Forum for the 
two candidates for Assembly District 67 on Monday, Oct. 22, at 6:30pm in the Bloomer Middle School 
Auditorium, 600 Jackson St., Bloomer.  Candidates are: Republican incumbent, Rob Summerfield, of 
Bloomer and Democrat, Wren Keturi, of Chippewa Falls.   

Dems Resource Center – canvassing for Nov. 6th elections, Saturdays and Sundays, stop in 10:00 am or 
afternoon to canvass for your favorite candidate or for all the excellent Democratic candidates. 

WISE RADIO Benefit – November 15th, 8pm at The Metro, 201 E. Lake ST.  

Discussion:  

Republicans have been working at controlling the power in politics for 20+ years. Some say Democrats 
are ‘too nice’, meaning honest and transparent.  Discussed the frustration with DPW & DNC, maybe they 
should be more forceful with strategies/messaging.  Flip side of that is local candidates do not wan to be 
told what to do/say by DPW.  Eau Claire County has been very successful in recruiting progressive 
candidates and getting them elected with much interference or direction from DPW.  No easy answer –  

Adds against Democrats are blatant lies- Wisconsin has a 1.6-billion-dollar deficit and yet republicans 
tout strong economy.  Deficit at national level is at historical high.  Republican solutions are to reduce 
basic programs that support those in poverty, senior citizens or those influenced by health (mental and 
physical).  Never any mention of reducing the give ways to large corporations. Lies that Tony Evers ‘will” 
increase gas tax for farmers --- when in reality farmers don’t pay gas tax.   

 

Currently 21% of the monies budgeted for roads is used to repay interest on the deficit. 40% of 
households across America are can’t pay their monthly bills (incomed constraint). ALICE study is eye 
opener – check it out: https://www.unitedwayalice.org/by-state  

So much discussion (venting) about ‘how do we get the truth out’?? Some Local newspaper are charging 
to submit a Letter to the Editor, does Facebook really change minds or does it perpetuate biases, how 



come no candidate- republican or democrat is talking campaign finance reform… an electronic 
messaging board costs $300 – would that be a good option to influence perceptions????? 

There was some consensus that the ‘hot button’ issues are still handcuffing Democrats: God, Guns and 
Gays.  Obviously, abortion is still right up there.   

 

A new topic was introduced toward the end: What is the role of a municipal government (i.e. City 
Council) when it comes to taking a position on ‘public values’ that they cannot legislate? For example, 
passing resolutions on living wages, affordable housing, gun safety??   Both sides were presented: 
elected officials have a responsibility to communicate the values of their constituents with the hopes 
that it will influence those who do have jurisdiction (i.e. state legislature) versus elected officials should 
focus on ordinances they have the ability to change – for example, ordinance against conversion 
therapy. If they spend time defining values it could interfere with them actually taking action on public 
concerns they have jurisdiction over.  

 

 


